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Foreword
I am pleased to present Australian hospital statistics 2009–10, an authoritative annual report
that provides a comprehensive range of performance information and other statistics about
public and private hospitals. As for the 2008–09 report, it is accompanied by a shorter
companion report—Australia’s hospitals 2009–10 at a glance. The companion report provides a
summary of the detailed information presented here, in a form accessible to a general
readership.
The reports are based on the Institute’s comprehensive national hospitals databases, also the
source of data for the Institute’s MyHospitals website, and for hospital performance
indicators reported by the Council of Australian Governments’ (COAG) Reform Council and
in the Report on Government Services (ROGS), prepared by the Steering Committee for the
Review of Government Service Provision. The use of the Institute’s databases for these and
other purposes ensures that the performance indicators and statistics in this report are
consistent with the national hospitals information reported elsewhere.
Important improvements in the reports this year enhance consistency and seamlessness
between national hospital reporting processes. First, both this report and Australia’s hospitals
2009–10 at a glance incorporate statistics that align with information on MyHospitals, such that
they provide equivalent information (provided on MyHospitals for individual hospitals) for
states, territories and Australia as a whole. In addition, an increased number of performance
indicators for the National Healthcare Agreements are included, creating better alignment
with reporting of those indicators by the COAG Reform Council and in ROGS.
Information is only useful if it is timely, so it is pleasing that this report is being released
one month earlier than previous reports in this series. This follows even timelier release of
2009–10 data on emergency department care and elective surgery waiting times in a separate
report published by the Institute in November 2010, six months earlier than previously
available.
The Institute has been able to improve timeliness of these reports with the cooperation of the
state and territory health authorities, and through the development and use of an on-line tool
for submission and checking of hospital data, the Institute’s Validata. The Institute thanks the
states and territories for their assistance in achieving this improved timeliness. We look
forward to working with them, and with other stakeholders, to improve timeliness further
for future years.
The Institute will continue to shape its suite of Australian hospital statistics products to suit the
needs of users. Comments are always welcome.
David Kalisch
Director
April 2011
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Summary
There were 1,326 hospitals in Australia in 2009–10. The 753 public hospitals accounted for
67% of hospital beds (56,900) and the 573 private hospitals accounted for 33% (28,000), these
proportions are unchanged from 2008–09.

Accident and emergency services
Public hospitals provided about 7.4 million accident and emergency services in 2009–10,
increasing by 4% on average each year between 2005–06 and 2009–10. Overall, 70% of
patients were seen on time in emergency departments, with 100% of resuscitation patients
(those requiring treatment immediately) being seen within 2 minutes of arriving at the
emergency department.

Admitted patient care
There were 8.5 million separations for admitted patients in 2009–10—5.1 million in public
hospitals and almost 3.5 million in private hospitals. This was an increase of 3.2% on average
each year between 2005–06 and 2009–10 for public hospitals, and 5.0% for private hospitals.
The proportion of admissions that were ‘same-day’ continued to increase, by 5% on average
each year between 2005–06 and 2009–10, accounting for 58% of the total in 2009–10 (51% in
public hospitals and 68% in private hospitals). For overnight separations, the average length
of stay was 5.9 days in 2009–10, down from 6.2 days in 2005–06.
About 4% of separations were for non-acute care. Between 2005–06 and 2009–10,
Rehabilitation care in private hospitals increased by 19% on average each year and Geriatric
evaluation and management in public hospitals increased by 11% on average each year.
Readmissions to the same public hospital varied with the type of surgery. There were
24 readmissions per 1,000 separations for knee replacement and 4 per 1,000 separations for
cataract surgery.

Elective surgery
There were 1.9 million admissions for planned (elective) surgery in 2009–10. There were
about 30 separations per 1,000 population for public elective surgery each year between
2005–06 and 2009–10; rates for other elective surgery increased from about 49 per 1,000 to
55 per 1,000 over that time. Half of the patients admitted for elective surgery in public
hospitals waited 36 days or less after being placed on the waiting list, an increase from
32 days in 2005–06.

Expenditure and funding
Public hospitals spent about $33.7 billion in 2009–10. Adjusted for inflation, expenditure
increased by an average of 5.4% each year between 2005–06 and 2009–10. In 2008–09, states
and territories were the source of 54% of funds for public hospitals and the Commonwealth
government funded 38%. This compared with the figures of 54% and 39%, respectively, in
2007–08.
Between 2005–06 and 2009–10, public patient separations increased by 2.8% on average each
year, those funded by Private health insurance increased by 6.4%, while those funded by the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs decreased by 1.3%.
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