
Changes  in d iversity

The na t iona l  pi c ture

In 1996, 18% of Australians aged 65 and over (392,800 people) were from culturally
and linguistically diverse backgrounds. By 2011, this population is projected to increase
to 653,800 people, or 23% of older Australians. This is a 66% increase over the 15-year
period, compared with an increase of 23% for the older Australian-born population
(AIHW: Gibson et al. 2001).

The older culturally and linguistically diverse population is not only projected to
increase more quickly than the older Australian-born population, but is also expected to
age more rapidly. In 1996, 16% of the older culturally and linguistically diverse
population were aged 80 and over compared with 23% of their Australian-born
counterparts. By 2011, this proportion is projected to increase to 26% compared with
28% for the Australian-born. In terms of the total population over 80, this means a
projected increase in the proportion of people from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds from 13% to 22% (or around one in five) over the 15-year period.

Like all Australians, the majority of older migrants live in capital cities (Figure 1).
However, this proportion is higher for older migrants than for the older Australian-born
population: in 1996, 80% of the culturally and linguistically diverse older population
lived in capital cities compared with 56% of those born in Australia. Over the 15 years
to 2011, the proportion of the older culturally and linguistically diverse population
living in capital cities is projected to remain stable, whereas that of the older
Australian-born population is projected to decline to 53%. The split between capital
city and other regions varies between states. For example, in 1996, 79% of the older
culturally and linguistically diverse population in New South Wales lived in Sydney,
compared with 53% of older Australian-born people. In contrast, in Tasmania 53% of
the culturally and linguistically diverse population and 41% of the Australian-born
population lived in Hobart.
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F i g u re 1: Pro p o rtion of the older population living in the capital city, 1996
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In cap i tal  c i t ies

The number of older people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds is
projected to increase in all capital cities between 1996 and 2011 (Figure 2).
Numerically, the most substantial increases are projected to occur in Melbourne (up
81,900), Sydney (up 80,700) and Perth (up 15,200). In percentage terms, however, the
fastest growing populations are projected to be in Darwin (increasing by 129% over the
15-year period) and Canberra (up by 82%), with populations in Sydney and Melbourne
also growing significantly (both up by 73%).

Across capital cities there is great variation in the size and composition of the culturally
and linguistically diverse older population. In 1996, Sydney and Melbourne together
accounted for 71% of this population living in capital cites. Adelaide (10%), Perth
(10%) and Brisbane (6%) made up smaller but significant proportions. Reflecting their
smaller size, Canberra, Hobart and Darwin together made up only 3% of older capital-
city dwellers from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

Although the distribution in Figure 2 shows the spread of the culturally and
linguistically diverse population across capital cities, it does not provide any information
on the diversity within a particular city, or the variation between cities. The
composition of older people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in
each capital city is discussed in the remainder of this bulletin. This discussion mainly
looks at the population in terms of country of birth, concentrating on those countries
contributing the largest populations (top 10) in either 1996 or 2011. State-level
information on main language spoken at home is presented alongside this information
to add another dimension to the analysis (sourced from AIHW: Gibson et al. 2001). As
the vast majority of older culturally and linguistically diverse people live in capital
cities, these data reflect predominant trends in the main languages spoken at home
among this population. 
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Sydney 

In 1996 there were 110,000 older people from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds living in Sydney, which is about one-quarter of the city’s total older
population (65 and older) (Table 1). By 2011, this number is projected to increase to
190,700, or to around one-third (34%) of older people, representing a 73% increase in
this population. 

Italy, Greece and China were the most common countries of birth in both 1996 and
2011. By 2011, there are projected to be 24,500 older people who were born in Italy and
20,400 who were born in Greece living in Sydney. Both of these groups arrived in the
post-war migration waves of the 1950s and 1960s and will have aged into the 65-and-
over age group in large numbers by 2011. Chinese-born people are projected to be the
next largest group, with 14,900 older people living in Sydney by 2011. 

In 2011, there are projected to be 12,500 more older people who were born in Greece
living in Sydney than in 1996; this is the largest absolute increase among the different
groups. The older Lebanese, Croatian and Vietnamese populations in Sydney are also
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Table 1: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
S y d n e y, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

I t a l y 1 6 , 9 9 0 1 5 . 4 3 . 7 2 4 , 5 2 0 1 2 . 9 4 . 3 7 , 5 3 0 4 4 . 3

G r e e c e 7 , 9 3 7 7 . 2 1 . 7 2 0 , 3 9 5 1 0 . 7 3 . 6 1 2 , 4 5 8 1 5 7 . 0

C h i n a 9 , 6 6 0 8 . 8 2 . 1 1 4 , 8 9 1 7 . 8 2 . 6 5 , 2 3 1 5 4 . 2

L e b a n o n 3 , 9 8 6 3 . 6 0 . 9 9 , 6 8 6 5 . 1 1 . 7 5 , 7 0 0 1 4 3 . 0

M a l t a 3 , 6 0 1 3 . 3 0 . 8 7 , 0 5 8 3 . 7 1 . 2 3 , 4 5 7 9 6 . 0

G e rm a ny 4 , 7 0 0 4 . 3 1 . 0 6 , 9 6 6 3 . 7 1 . 2 2 , 2 6 6 4 8 . 2

V i e t n a m 3 , 1 6 4 2 . 9 0 . 7 6 , 9 5 8 3 . 6 1 . 2 3 , 7 9 4 1 1 9 . 9

C r o a t i a 1 , 8 5 4 1 . 7 0 . 4 5 , 8 7 7 3 . 1 1 . 0 4 , 0 2 3 2 1 7 . 0

E g y p t 3 , 8 0 3 3 . 5 0 . 8 5 , 5 6 7 2 . 9 1 . 0 1 , 7 6 4 4 6 . 4

Fo rmer Yu g o s l avia 
not further defined( a ) 2 , 4 2 3 2 . 2 0 . 5 4 , 8 9 0 2 . 6 0 . 9 2 , 4 6 7 1 0 1 . 8

N e t h e rl a n d s 3 , 7 1 4 3 . 4 0 . 8 4 , 6 1 5 2 . 4 0 . 8 9 0 1 2 4 . 3

Po l a n d 5 , 7 4 0 5 . 2 1 . 3 3 , 5 0 0 1 . 8 0 . 6 – 2 , 2 4 0 – 3 9 . 0

H u n g a ry 3 , 5 4 7 3 . 2 0 . 8 3 , 2 6 7 1 . 7 0 . 6 – 2 8 0 – 7 . 9

Other 3 8 , 8 9 5 3 5 . 4 8 . 5 7 2 , 5 2 1 3 8 . 0 1 2 . 8 3 3 , 6 2 6 8 6 . 5

Top 10 countri e s 6 3 , 6 7 8 5 7 . 5 1 3 . 9 1 0 6 , 8 0 8 5 6 . 0 1 8 . 8 4 3 , 1 3 0 6 7 . 7

Total 1 1 0 , 0 1 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 1 1 9 0 , 7 1 1 1 0 0 . 0 3 3 . 6 8 0 , 6 9 7 7 3 . 4

Total population 4 5 6 , 2 9 2 . . 1 0 0 . 0 5 6 7 , 5 4 3 . . 1 0 0 . 0 1 1 1 , 2 5 1 2 4 . 4

(a) Unable to be allocated to specific countries in census data.

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.
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expected to increase substantially in this 15-year period. In contrast, the Polish-born
population is projected to decline by nearly 40%. This is not surprising, as people from
Poland were among the earliest post-war migrants and the number of people coming
from this country has decreased since that time. A small decline in the number of older
people born in Hungary is also expected.

Sydney has one of the most mixed culturally and linguistically diverse older populations
among the capital cities. The proportion of this population in the top 10 birthplaces is
projected to decline slightly by 2011, indicating that this diversity is gradually
increasing. In 1996, the top 10 countries of birth accounted for 58% of the culturally
and linguistically diverse population, falling slightly to 56% by 2011; in both years the
top three countries of birth accounted for 31%.

In 1996, English (19%), Italian (16%) and Greek (8%) were the principal languages
spoken in the home among culturally and linguistically diverse older peoples in New
South Wales. German (6%) and Cantonese (6%) were also common languages. These
are projected to remain the common languages spoken to 2011; however, the
proportions are expected to rise for those speaking English and Greek and to fall for
those speaking Italian and German. Cantonese is expected to remain a relatively
common language spoken (6% in both years), and the use of Arabic is projected to
increase (from 4% to 6%). Vietnamese and South-eastern European languages
(including Macedonian and Croatian), which were not among the 12 most common
languages spoken in the home in 1996, are also projected to become more common
among older people by 2011. 

Melbourne

By 2011, the culturally and linguistically diverse older population living in Melbourne is
projected to reach 194,200—a 73% increase from 1996 (112,300) (Table 2). Among all
the capital cities, Melbourne is projected to have the largest proportion of its older
population from diverse backgrounds. By 2011, 38% of this population will be from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, up from 29% in 1996.

For both years examined, Italy and Greece are the two most common countries of birth.
In 1996, the Polish-born were the next most common group; however, by 2011
Germany will have replaced Poland as the third most common country of birth.
Although relatively few older people were born in Croatia, they represent the fastest-
growing birthplace group of Melbourne’s older population, projected to more than triple
in the 15 years following 1996. There will also be substantial increases in the older
populations among those born in Malta and Vietnam (both up almost 125%) and the
Former Yugoslavia (not further defined) (up 116%). However, in absolute terms, the
greatest increase in Melbourne will be among those born in Greece (rising by 21,400).
As in Sydney, the number of older people born in Poland is projected to decrease over
the period (by 37%).

The overseas-born population in Melbourne is less diverse than in Sydney, with the
top 10 countries of birth contributing two-thirds of the culturally and linguistically
diverse population in both 1996 and 2011. Furthermore, more than 40% of the
population were born in the top three countries (compared with just over 30% for
Sydney). In particular, people born in Italy accounted for between one-quarter and one-
fifth of the culturally and linguistically diverse population in Melbourne between 1996
and 2011.
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Italian (25%), English (17%) and Greek (10%) were the main languages spoken in the
home among culturally and linguistically diverse older peoples in Victoria in 1996.
German (7%) and Polish (5%) were also common languages. This pattern is projected
to change over the coming years, with use of English and Greek projected to rise
considerably (to 19% and 16% respectively), and use of Italian and German falling (to
21% and 5%). Polish is projected to become less common among older people and is
not expected to be among the 12 most common languages spoken at home by 2011. As
in New South Wales, Vietnamese and South-eastern European languages (including
Macedonian and Croatian) are expected to become more common languages spoken in
the home by 2011.

Brisbane

In 1996, of all the states and territories, Queensland had the smallest proportion of its
older culturally and linguistically diverse population living in the capital city (52%,
compared with 80% or more for all other jurisdictions except Tasmania) (Figure 1).
However, this proportion was still well above that for older Australian-born
Queenslanders (42%). In 1996, 20,100 older people living in Brisbane (12%) were from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds (Table 3). Hobart was the only capital
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Table 2: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
M e l b o u rne, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

I t a l y 2 8 , 5 1 2 2 5 . 4 7 . 3 4 2 , 5 0 4 2 1 . 9 8 . 3 1 3 , 9 9 2 4 9 . 1

G r e e c e 1 1 , 0 3 3 9 . 8 2 . 8 3 2 , 4 2 2 1 6 . 7 6 . 3 2 1 , 3 8 9 1 9 3 . 9

G e rm a ny 5 , 7 6 3 5 . 1 1 . 5 8 , 8 2 8 4 . 5 1 . 7 3 , 0 6 5 5 3 . 2

M a l t a 3 , 8 4 5 3 . 4 1 . 0 8 , 6 4 9 4 . 5 1 . 7 4 , 8 0 4 1 2 4 . 9

N e t h e rl a n d s 4 , 7 0 9 4 . 2 1 . 2 6 , 8 2 3 3 . 5 1 . 3 2 , 1 1 4 4 4 . 9

C h i n a 4 , 1 8 0 3 . 7 1 . 1 6 , 0 9 3 3 . 1 1 . 2 1 , 9 1 3 4 5 . 8

V i e t n a m 2 , 7 3 2 2 . 4 0 . 7 6 , 0 8 8 3 . 1 1 . 2 3 , 3 5 6 1 2 2 . 8

C r o a t i a 1 , 7 6 8 1 . 6 0 . 5 5 , 8 3 6 3 . 0 1 . 1 4 , 0 6 8 2 3 0 . 1

Po l a n d 8 , 8 0 7 7 . 8 2 . 3 5 , 5 7 3 2 . 9 1 . 1 – 3 , 2 3 4 – 3 6 . 7

Fo rmer Yu g o s l avia 
not further defined( a ) 2 , 4 5 7 2 . 2 0 . 6 5 , 3 0 9 2 . 7 1 . 0 2 , 8 5 2 1 1 6 . 1

S ri Lanka 2 , 7 1 1 2 . 4 0 . 7 4 , 7 2 5 2 . 4 0 . 9 2 , 0 1 4 7 4 . 3

E g y p t 2 , 8 4 9 2 . 5 0 . 7 4 , 3 0 9 2 . 2 0 . 8 1 , 4 6 0 5 1 . 2

Other 3 2 , 9 4 2 2 9 . 3 8 . 4 5 7 , 0 0 9 2 9 . 4 1 1 . 2 2 4 , 0 6 7 7 3 . 1

Top 10 7 5 , 1 4 1 6 6 . 9 1 9 . 3 1 2 8 , 1 2 5 6 6 . 0 2 5 . 1 5 2 , 9 8 4 7 0 . 5

Total 1 1 2 , 3 0 8 1 0 0 . 0 2 8 . 8 1 9 4 , 1 6 8 1 0 0 . 0 3 8 . 0 8 1 , 8 6 0 7 2 . 9

Total population 3 9 0 , 1 3 9 . . 1 0 0 . 0 5 1 0 , 6 9 9 . . 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 0 , 5 6 0 3 0 . 9

(a) Unable to be allocated to specific countries in census data.

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.
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city with a lower proportion. By 2011, the culturally and linguistically diverse
population living in Brisbane is projected to increase by 57% to 31,500, with nearly
14% of the older population being from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds.

For Brisbane, Italy, the Netherlands and Germany are the most common countries of
birth in both 1996 and 2011. The greatest absolute rise in numbers is projected for the
older German-born community, with an increase of 1,200 (or 73%). However, in
percentage terms the South African-born older population is projected to increase the
most rapidly, more than doubling in 15 years. Brisbane communities born in Vietnam
and the Former Yugoslavia (not further defined) will also see large percentage increases
in their older populations (by 111% and 91% respectively) while the older Indian-born
population will grow by 61%. Again, the number of older people born in Poland is
projected to decline (by 44%). 

The culturally and linguistically diverse population in Brisbane is spread across a wider
range of birthplaces than in Melbourne, and this diversity appears to be increasing. In
1996, the top 10 countries of birth accounted for 62% of the culturally and linguistically
diverse population; by 2011 this is projected to decrease to 56%. In both years, the top
three countries accounted for around one-third of the population, although the
proportion is expected to fall slightly (from 33% to 30%).

Table 3: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
Brisbane, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

I t a l y 2 , 9 5 4 1 4 . 7 1 . 8 3 , 8 7 7 1 2 . 3 1 . 7 9 2 3 3 1 . 2

N e t h e rl a n d s 2 , 0 1 0 1 0 . 0 1 . 2 2 , 8 7 8 9 . 1 1 . 3 8 6 8 4 3 . 2

G e rm a ny 1 , 6 0 9 8 . 0 1 . 0 2 , 7 7 6 8 . 8 1 . 2 1 , 1 6 7 7 2 . 5

C h i n a 1 , 1 1 2 5 . 5 0 . 7 1 , 6 0 7 5 . 1 0 . 7 4 9 5 4 4 . 5

G r e e c e 9 4 8 4 . 7 0 . 6 1 , 4 5 3 4 . 6 0 . 6 5 0 5 5 3 . 3

V i e t n a m 5 3 5 2 . 7 0 . 3 1 , 1 3 0 3 . 6 0 . 5 5 9 5 1 1 1 . 2

I n d i a 6 4 8 3 . 2 0 . 4 1 , 0 4 6 3 . 3 0 . 5 3 9 8 6 1 . 4

Fo rmer Yu g o s l avia 
not further defined( a ) 5 3 1 2 . 6 0 . 3 1 , 0 1 4 3 . 2 0 . 4 4 8 3 9 1 . 0

South Afri c a 3 9 5 2 . 0 0 . 2 9 1 0 2 . 9 0 . 4 5 1 5 1 3 0 . 4

Po l a n d 1 , 5 6 0 7 . 8 1 . 0 8 7 8 2 . 8 0 . 4 – 6 8 2 – 4 3 . 7

I n d o n e s i a 4 5 8 2 . 3 0 . 3 5 5 5 1 . 8 0 . 2 9 7 2 1 . 2

O t h e r 7 , 3 1 5 3 6 . 4 4 . 5 1 3 , 3 9 8 4 2 . 5 5 . 9 6 , 0 8 3 8 3 . 2

Top 10 1 2 , 3 6 5 6 1 . 6 7 . 6 1 7 , 5 6 9 5 5 . 7 7 . 7 5 , 2 0 4 4 2 . 1

Total 2 0 , 0 7 5 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 . 3 3 1 , 5 2 2 1 0 0 . 0 1 3 . 8 1 1 , 4 4 7 5 7 . 0

Total population 1 6 2 , 9 6 9 . . 1 0 0 . 0 2 2 8 , 1 8 7 . . 1 0 0 . 0 6 5 , 2 1 8 4 0 . 0

(a) Unable to be allocated to specific countries in census data.

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.
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English was the predominant language spoken in the home by culturally and
linguistically diverse older peoples in Queensland in 1996 (32%), and this is projected
to remain so in 2011 (37%). There were also considerable numbers of Italian-speaking
people in 1996 (15%); however, this is projected to fall to 12% by 2011. German and
Dutch were, and are projected to remain, relatively common languages in Queensland
(9% and 5%, respectively, in 2011).

Perth

The older culturally and linguistically diverse population in Perth is projected to
increase by 50% from 30,600 to 45,700 between 1996 and 2011 (Table 4). In 1996, 22%
of older people living in Perth were from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds. This is expected to rise slightly to 23% by 2011.

Perth’s proximity to Asia has influenced the diversity seen in its overseas-born older
population: Perth is the only capital city in Australia where India is among the top five
most common countries of birth for older culturally and linguistically diverse peoples,
and the only city in which Burma is among the top 10. In both 1996 and 2011, Italy,
India and the Netherlands are the most common countries of birth. In 1996, the
population of older people born in Malaysia was quite small, with only 850 people. This
is projected to nearly triple by 2011, making it the fastest growing group over the period.
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Table 4: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
P e rth, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

I t a l y 8 , 0 2 7 2 6 . 2 5 . 8 1 0 , 7 0 2 2 3 . 4 5 . 4 2 , 6 7 5 3 3 . 3

I n d i a 2 , 5 4 2 8 . 3 1 . 8 3 , 9 0 3 8 . 5 2 . 0 1 , 3 6 1 5 3 . 5

N e t h e rl a n d s 2 , 5 4 5 8 . 3 1 . 8 3 , 3 9 8 7 . 4 1 . 7 8 5 3 3 3 . 5

G e rm a ny 1 , 4 8 0 4 . 8 1 . 1 2 , 4 9 3 5 . 4 1 . 3 1 , 0 1 3 6 8 . 4

M a l ay s i a 8 4 8 2 . 8 0 . 6 2 , 4 1 3 5 . 3 1 . 2 1 , 5 6 5 1 8 4 . 6

South Afri c a 8 8 2 2 . 9 0 . 6 1 , 5 5 2 3 . 4 0 . 8 6 7 0 7 6 . 0

G r e e c e 1 , 0 4 0 3 . 4 0 . 7 1 , 5 1 1 3 . 3 0 . 8 4 7 1 4 5 . 3

C r o a t i a 7 5 5 2 . 5 0 . 5 1 , 4 3 1 3 . 1 0 . 7 6 7 6 8 9 . 5

B u rma (Mya n m a r ) 1 , 0 4 8 3 . 4 0 . 8 1 , 3 9 4 3 . 0 0 . 7 3 4 6 3 3 . 0

Fo rmer Yu g o s l avia 
not further defined( a ) 9 6 6 3 . 2 0 . 7 1 , 3 4 2 2 . 9 0 . 7 3 7 6 3 8 . 9

Po l a n d 1 , 8 1 8 5 . 9 1 . 3 1 , 2 7 9 2 . 8 0 . 6 – 5 3 9 – 2 9 . 6

Other 8 , 6 3 4 2 8 . 2 6 . 2 1 4 , 3 3 0 3 1 . 3 7 . 2 5 , 6 9 6 6 6 . 0

Top 10 2 1 , 1 9 6 6 9 . 3 1 5 . 2 3 0 , 1 3 9 6 5 . 9 1 5 . 1 8 , 9 4 3 4 2 . 2

Total 3 0 , 5 8 5 1 0 0 . 0 2 1 . 9 4 5 , 7 4 8 1 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 0 1 5 , 1 6 3 4 9 . 6

Total population 1 3 9 , 4 1 6 . . 1 0 0 . 0 1 9 9 , 2 2 2 . . 1 0 0 . 0 5 9 , 8 0 6 4 2 . 9

(a) Unable to be allocated to specific countries in census data.

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.
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Similarly, the older Croatian-born population is projected to increase rapidly, by 90%,
reaching 1,400 people by 2011. The older German-born population is also expected to
increase (by 68%), as is the older Burmese community, albeit to a lesser extent (33%).
As in most other capital cities, the older Polish-born population in Perth is the only
main birthplace group projected to decline over the 15 year period—by 30%. 

Overall, in 1996 people from the top 10 countries of birth accounted for 69% of people
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in Perth, with the top three
countries contributing 43%. By 2011, these proportions are projected to fall slightly, to
66% and 39% respectively, suggesting increasing diversity within the city’s overseas-born
population. As in Melbourne, Italian-born people in Perth account for a significant
proportion of this population (around 25% in both years).

As for Queensland, English was the predominant language spoken at home by culturally
and linguistically diverse older peoples in Western Australia in 1996 (32%) and is
expected to remain so in 2011 (36%). Italian (24%) was also very common in 1996,
with Dutch (6%) and German (5%) being the next most common languages. These last
three proportions are projected to fall slightly by 2011. 

Adelaide

The culturally and linguistically diverse older population in Adelaide is projected to
increase by 38% over the period being examined, from 31,700 to 43,600 (Table 5). In
Adelaide, 21% of older people were from diverse backgrounds in 1996, increasing to
23% in 2011.

Italy is projected to remain the most common country of birth at least until 2011, with
more than twice as many people in the older Italian-born community than in any other
birthplace group in both 1996 and 2011. Greece and Germany are the next most
common countries of birth. Although the Italian community is projected to experience
the largest absolute increase in numbers (growing by 4,200), in relative terms it will not
be the fastest growing group. The number of older people born in Greece is projected to
almost double over the 15-year period, compared with more moderate proportional
increases in the Italian- and German-born populations (increasing by 49% and 26%
respectively). 

The numbers of older people born in Croatia and Vietnam, while numbering under 500
in 1996, are projected to be among the fastest-growing groups over the period and both
are projected to have more than 1,000 members by 2011. Both the Ukrainian-born and
Polish-born older populations are projected to decline by 2011 (by 49% and 38%
respectively) as there has been very little migration from these countries to Australia
since the post-World War II migration period.

The overseas-born older population in Adelaide has less diversity than in other capital
cities, with the top 10 countries of birth contributing three-quarters of the population.
Furthermore, the top three countries of birth accounted for more than half (54%) of the
projected population in 2011, up from 47% in 1996. In both years, people born in Italy
dominated, with 29% of the older culturally and linguistically diverse population
projected to be Italian-born in 2011.
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Table 5: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
Adelaide, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

I t a l y 8 , 5 5 5 2 7 . 0 5 . 6 1 2 , 7 6 0 2 9 . 2 6 . 8 4 , 2 0 5 4 9 . 2

G r e e c e 3 , 0 1 3 9 . 5 2 . 0 6 , 3 6 4 1 4 . 6 3 . 4 3 , 3 5 1 1 1 1 . 2

G e rm a ny 3 , 3 9 8 1 0 . 7 2 . 2 4 , 2 6 7 9 . 8 2 . 3 8 6 9 2 5 . 6

N e t h e rl a n d s 1 , 9 1 6 6 . 0 1 . 2 2 , 5 2 3 5 . 8 1 . 4 6 0 7 3 1 . 7

Po l a n d 2 , 9 3 9 9 . 3 1 . 9 1 , 8 1 8 4 . 2 1 . 0 – 1 , 1 2 1 – 3 8 . 1

Fo rmer Yu g o s l avia 
not further defined( a ) 8 4 7 2 . 7 0 . 6 1 , 2 5 9 2 . 9 0 . 7 4 1 2 4 8 . 6

C r o a t i a 4 7 7 1 . 5 0 . 3 1 , 0 1 7 2 . 3 0 . 5 5 4 0 1 1 3 . 2

V i e t n a m 4 6 7 1 . 5 0 . 3 1 , 0 0 6 2 . 3 0 . 5 5 3 9 1 1 5 . 4

H u n g a ry 7 7 2 2 . 4 0 . 5 8 4 2 1 . 9 0 . 5 7 0 9 . 1

I n d i a 5 8 4 1 . 8 0 . 4 8 1 9 1 . 9 0 . 4 2 3 5 4 0 . 2

Au s t ri a 4 9 8 1 . 6 0 . 3 6 9 4 1 . 6 0 . 4 1 9 6 3 9 . 4

U k ra i n e 1 , 1 6 0 3 . 7 0 . 8 5 9 0 1 . 4 0 . 3 – 5 7 0 – 4 9 . 1

Other 7 , 0 9 7 2 2 . 4 4 . 6 9 , 6 7 3 2 2 . 2 5 . 2 2 , 5 7 6 3 6 . 3

Top 10 2 3 , 6 8 2 7 4 . 7 1 5 . 4 3 2 , 6 7 5 7 4 . 9 1 7 . 5 8 , 9 9 3 3 8 . 0

Total 3 1 , 7 2 3 1 0 0 . 0 2 0 . 6 4 3 , 6 3 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 3 . 4 1 1 , 9 0 9 3 7 . 5

Total population 1 5 3 , 6 8 1 . . 1 0 0 . 0 1 8 6 , 7 2 3 . . 1 0 0 . 0 3 3 , 0 4 2 2 1 . 5

(a) U n a ble to be allocated to specific countries in census data.

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.

In South Australia, as in Victoria, English is not the most common main language
spoken at home by older people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds;
Italian is more common, with 25% of people speaking it at home in both 1996 and
2011. However, at 19% English is the second most common language, and this
proportion is projected to rise slightly to 22% by 2011. German and Greek were also
common languages spoken in the home in 1996 (12% and 10%) and remain so for
2011, although Greek-speaking levels are expected rise (up to 15%) and German-
speaking levels are projected to fall (to 8 %) during the 15-year period.

Hobart

Tasmania is similar to Queensland in that a relatively small proportion of the older
population lives in the capital city (41% of older Australian-born Tasmanians and 53%
of those born overseas in predominantly non-English-speaking countries live in Hobart)
(Figure 1). In addition, numerically Hobart has the second smallest culturally and
linguistically diverse population among the capital cities, after Darwin, and in 1996, it
had the least diverse population of any capital city, with just over 9% (2,300) from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds (Table 6). This is expected to rise to
2,700 by 2011, an increase of 18%. Unlike other cities, over the period 1996 to 2011
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growth in the culturally and linguistically diverse population in Hobart is projected to be
slightly less than the growth in the city’s older population as a whole (up 20% over the
same period). Consequently, the proportion of the older Hobart population who are from
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds is projected to decline marginally, but
will remain slightly above 9% in 2011.

By 2011, Germany, the Netherlands and Italy are projected to be the most common
countries of birth for older Hobart residents from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds. This is a change from 1996 when Poland was the most common country of
birth. The main cause of this change is a projected halving in the number of older
Polish-born people over the period, down to 220 people. This fall in the older Polish-
born population in Hobart reflects similar trends in other capital cities and is again due
to low migration from Poland to Australia following the initial boom after World War II.
Declines in the numbers of people born in Hungary, the Former Czechoslovakia and the
Ukraine are projected for similar reasons. In contrast, the older populations born in
Greece and Croatia are projected to more than triple, with the Greek community
experiencing the largest absolute increase of all groups (up 150). In 2011, only the top
five countries are projected to have communities with more than 200 older people in
Hobart, with the next most populous group (the Croatian community) having only 90
people.

B U L L E T I N • I s s u e  1 8   S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 4 13

Table 6: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
H o b a rt, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

G e rm a ny 3 5 4 1 5 . 2 1 . 4 3 9 8 1 4 . 5 1 . 3 4 4 1 2 . 4

N e t h e rl a n d s 2 6 8 1 1 . 5 1 . 1 3 7 6 1 3 . 7 1 . 2 1 0 8 4 0 . 3

I t a l y 2 7 1 1 1 . 6 1 . 1 3 5 7 1 3 . 0 1 . 2 8 6 3 1 . 7

Po l a n d 4 5 1 1 9 . 3 1 . 8 2 2 4 8 . 2 0 . 7 – 2 2 7 – 5 0 . 3

G r e e c e 6 6 2 . 8 0 . 3 2 1 8 7 . 9 0 . 7 1 5 2 2 3 0 . 3

C r o a t i a 2 6 1 . 1 0 . 1 8 8 3 . 2 0 . 3 6 2 2 3 8 . 5

South Afri c a 5 4 2 . 3 0 . 2 7 9 2 . 9 0 . 3 2 5 4 6 . 3

Au s t ria 5 7 2 . 4 0 . 2 7 2 2 . 6 0 . 2 1 5 2 6 . 3

I n d i a 4 4 1 . 9 0 . 2 6 7 2 . 4 0 . 2 2 3 5 2 . 3

H u n g a ry 7 8 3 . 3 0 . 3 6 6 2 . 4 0 . 2 – 1 2 – 1 5 . 4

Fo rmer Cze c h o s l ova k i a 8 0 3 . 4 0 . 3 6 2 2 . 3 0 . 2 – 1 8 – 2 2 . 5

U k ra i n e 7 4 3 . 2 0 . 3 2 4 0 . 9 0 . 1 – 5 0 – 6 7 . 6

C h i n a 5 5 2 . 4 0 . 2 6 2 2 . 3 0 . 2 7 1 2 . 7

Other 4 5 7 1 9 . 6 1 . 8 6 5 3 2 3 . 8 2 . 2 1 9 6 4 2 . 9

Top 10 1 , 7 5 4 7 5 . 1 6 . 9 1 , 9 4 5 7 0 . 8 6 . 4 1 9 1 1 0 . 9

Total 2 , 3 3 5 1 0 0 . 0 9 . 2 2 , 7 4 6 1 0 0 . 0 9 . 1 4 1 1 1 7 . 6

Total population 2 5 , 3 2 5 . . 1 0 0 . 0 3 0 , 2 9 6 . . 1 0 0 . 0 4 , 9 7 1 1 9 . 6

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.
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The diversity within the culturally and linguistically diverse population in Hobart is
gradually increasing. In 2011, the top 10 countries will contribute 71% of the
population, down from 75% in 1996. In addition, in 1996 the top four birthplaces
dominated, with the Polish community accounting for 19% of people from culturally
and linguistically diverse backgrounds; other communities each accounted for 3% or less
of the population. By 2011, it is projected that no one group will contribute more than
15% (Germany), and the population will be spread more evenly across birthplaces. 

English is projected to be increasingly the main language spoken at home by culturally
and linguistically diverse older peoples in Tasmania: by 2011, 44% are projected to
speak English as their main language at home, up from 36% in 1996. German is the
second most common language in both 1996 (14%) and 2011 (10%). Italian and Dutch
were also relatively common in 1996, although the proportions of people reporting these
as their main languages are projected to fall by 2011. Reflecting the contraction of the
older Polish community, the use of Polish at home is projected to halve over the period,
to 5% of people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in 2011.

Canberra

The older culturally and linguistically diverse population in Canberra is the second
fastest growing of any capital city in Australia, with only Darwin outstripping it. The
population is projected to nearly double over the 15-year period being examined—from
5,600 in 1996 to 10,100 in 2011 (Table 7). By 2011, more than one-quarter (27%) of
older people living in Canberra are projected to be from culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds, the third-highest level after Melbourne and Sydney.

By 2011, the top three birthplaces are projected to be Italy, Germany and Greece, as
they were in 1996. However, the greatest growth in Canberra’s older culturally and
linguistically diverse population, both in absolute and relative terms, is among the
Croatian-born; in 2011 their population is projected to reach 760, more than four times
larger than in 1996. As in other capitals, the population born in Poland is projected to
decline (by 21%). Other groups who can expect to experience high growth rates in the
older age groups are those from Greece (up 183%), Vietnam (up 126%) and India (up
119%).

Canberra has a very diverse older population. This is reflected in the relatively low
proportion of the culturally and linguistically diverse population contributed by the top
10 birthplaces. In both 1996 and 2011, the top 10 countries accounted for 58% of the
population (similar to the proportions in Sydney and Brisbane in 2011). In addition, less
than 30% of the culturally and linguistically diverse population came from the top three
countries of birth.

The Australian Capital Territory’s diverse older population most commonly reported
English as the main language spoken in the home in 1996 (23%); this is projected to
rise to 27% by 2011. In 1996, there were almost equal numbers of Italian and German
speakers (both about 11%); however, the proportions using these languages are expected
to drop slightly by 2011 (to 10% and 8% respectively). Reflecting increases in Greece
and Croatia as countries of birth, the use of both Greek and Croatian by older people in
the home is projected to rise over the 15-year period, both to between 7% and 8% (up
from 5% and 3% respectively).
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Table 7: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
C a n b e rra, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

I t a l y 6 5 7 1 1 . 8 2 . 9 1 , 0 8 9 1 0 . 8 2 . 9 4 3 2 6 5 . 8

G e rm a ny 5 4 5 9 . 8 2 . 4 9 3 9 9 . 3 2 . 5 3 9 4 7 2 . 3

G r e e c e 2 7 5 5 . 0 1 . 2 7 7 7 7 . 7 2 . 0 5 0 2 1 8 2 . 5

C r o a t i a 1 7 4 3 . 1 0 . 8 7 5 6 7 . 5 2 . 0 5 8 2 3 3 4 . 5

N e t h e rl a n d s 3 8 0 6 . 8 1 . 7 5 9 2 5 . 9 1 . 6 2 1 2 5 5 . 8

C h i n a 2 5 6 4 . 6 1 . 1 3 9 7 3 . 9 1 . 0 1 4 1 5 5 . 1

Fo rmer Yu g o s l avia 
not further defined( a ) 1 5 7 2 . 8 0 . 7 3 4 8 3 . 4 0 . 9 1 9 1 1 2 1 . 7

Po l a n d 4 3 0 7 . 7 1 . 9 3 4 0 3 . 4 0 . 9 – 9 0 – 2 0 . 9

I n d i a 1 4 4 2 . 6 0 . 6 3 1 5 3 . 1 0 . 8 1 7 1 1 1 8 . 8

V i e t n a m 1 2 8 2 . 3 0 . 6 2 8 9 2 . 9 0 . 8 1 6 1 1 2 5 . 8

H u n g a ry 1 4 4 2 . 6 0 . 6 2 6 5 2 . 6 0 . 7 1 2 1 8 4 . 0

Au s t ri a 1 9 1 3 . 4 0 . 9 2 4 2 2 . 4 0 . 6 5 1 2 6 . 7

Other 2 , 0 7 3 3 7 . 3 9 . 3 3 , 7 4 0 3 7 . 1 9 . 9 1 , 6 6 7 8 0 . 4

Top 10 3 , 2 0 9 5 7 . 8 1 4 . 3 5 , 8 4 2 5 7 . 9 1 5 . 4 2 , 6 3 3 8 2 . 1

Total 5 , 5 5 4 1 0 0 . 0 2 4 . 8 1 0 , 0 8 9 1 0 0 . 0 2 6 . 6 4 , 5 3 5 8 1 . 7

Total population 2 2 , 3 7 8 . . 1 0 0 . 0 3 7 , 9 0 6 . . 1 0 0 . 0 1 5 , 5 2 8 6 9 . 4

(a) U n a ble to be allocated to specific countries in census data.

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.

Darwin

After Hobart, numerically Darwin has the smallest population from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds. By 2011, this population is projected to be just over
2,000, more than twice the number in 1996 when Darwin had 900 such residents
(Table 8). This is the fastest growth rate projected for any capital city in Australia,
although it is important to remember that it is from a small base. By 2011, one-third of
Darwin’s older residents are expected to be from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds.

Darwin’s proximity to Asia accounts for differences in its migration pattern and the
resulting mix of birthplace groups, when compared with other cities. In 2011, Greece,
Indonesia and Germany are projected to be the three most common countries of birth
among the older culturally and linguistically diverse population, as they were in 1996. In
1996, only the Indonesian community in Darwin had more than 100 older members; by
2011, six birthplace groups are projected to be at least that large (Greece, Indonesia,
Germany, Italy, the Philippines and the Netherlands). Darwin and Hobart are the only
capital cities in Australia where older people born in Italy are not projected to be the
largest group in 2011.
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Diversity in Darwin’s older population is increasing. In 2011, 67% of Darwin’s culturally
and linguistically diverse population is projected to come from the top 10 countries of
birth, compared with 72% in 1996. Around one-third will be from the top three
birthplaces.

In 1996, as in most other states, the main languages spoken at home in the Northern
Territory by older people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds were
English (28%) and Italian (9%); Greek was also commonly spoken (8%). Although
English (32% in 2011) is projected to remain the most common language in use at
home in this population in 2011, the proportion of Greek speakers is expected to rise to
13% and Italian speakers to fall to 8%. German, Tagalog, Cantonese and Portuguese
were also commonly spoken in 1996 in the Northern Territory, and will remain so in
2011.

Table 8: Main countries of birth for the older culturally and linguistically diverse population,
D a rwin, 1996 and 2011 (pro j e c t e d )

1 9 9 6 2 0 1 1 C h a n ge

Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
of city of total of city of total 
C A L D c i t y C A L D c i t y

B i rt h p l a c e N o . p o p . p o p . N o . p o p . p o p . N o . Per cent

G r e e c e 8 3 9 . 4 2 . 9 2 8 1 1 3 . 9 4 . 7 1 9 8 2 3 8 . 6

I n d o n e s i a 1 3 1 1 4 . 9 4 . 6 1 8 8 9 . 3 3 . 1 5 7 4 3 . 5

G e rm a ny 6 8 7 . 7 2 . 4 1 8 5 9 . 1 3 . 1 1 1 7 1 7 2 . 1

Italy 7 7 8 . 7 2 . 7 1 6 6 8 . 2 2 . 8 8 9 1 1 5 . 6

P h i l i p p i n e s 7 2 8 . 2 2 . 5 1 4 2 7 . 0 2 . 4 7 0 9 7 . 2

N e t h e rl a n d s 4 5 5 . 1 1 . 6 1 1 2 5 . 5 1 . 9 6 7 1 4 8 . 9

M a l ay s i a 2 2 2 . 5 0 . 8 9 1 4 . 5 1 . 5 6 9 3 1 3 . 6

I n d i a 4 5 5 . 1 1 . 6 7 9 3 . 9 1 . 3 3 4 7 5 . 6

C h i n a 6 5 7 . 4 2 . 3 6 8 3 . 4 1 . 1 3 4 . 6

S ri Lanka 2 3 2 . 6 0 . 8 4 9 2 . 4 0 . 8 2 6 1 1 3 . 0

Fo rmer Cze c h o s l ova k i a 2 6 2 . 9 0 . 9 3 1 1 . 5 0 . 5 5 1 9 . 2

Other 2 2 5 2 5 . 5 7 . 9 6 3 2 3 1 . 2 1 0 . 5 4 0 7 1 8 0 . 9

Top 10 6 3 5 7 2 . 0 2 2 . 2 1 , 3 6 1 6 7 . 2 2 2 . 6 7 2 6 1 1 4 . 3

Total 8 8 2 1 0 0 . 0 3 0 . 9 2 , 0 2 4 1 0 0 . 0 3 3 . 6 1 , 1 4 2 1 2 9 . 5

Total population 2 , 8 5 7 . . 1 0 0 . 0 6 , 0 1 7 . . 1 0 0 . 0 3 , 1 6 0 1 1 0 . 6

S o u r c e : AIHW analysis of unpublished ABS projections.
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