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Emergency Department Waiting Times, described in the National Health Data Dictionary.
Earlier data on emergency department waiting times data have been reported for 2001–02
(AIHW 2002a).
The data relate to public acute care hospitals. Private hospitals are not included, except for
one private hospital in Tasmania that provides services to public patients under contract
arrangements. In the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory all public acute
care hospitals were included in the data collection. In other states and territories, most
principal referral hospitals and large public hospitals were included, although data were not
collected for some medium and smaller public hospitals. A list of hospitals included in the
data collection for 2001–02 is included in Appendix 4. The Institute works with the states
and territories to validate the data. Summary information on the quality and comparability
of the data is included in Chapter 4.

This report and additional data on the Internet
This report is available on the Internet at http://www.aihw.gov.au/. The text of the report
is presented in PDF format and the tables as downloadable Excel spreadsheets. This site also
includes additional data, in Excel spreadsheets, from the National Hospital Morbidity
Database on diagnoses, procedures and AR-DRGs for admitted patients, and the data used
to generate graphs in this report. Some of the report’s tables are also presented with more
detail, such as using 5-year age groups rather 10-year age groups (see Chapter 7), and all the
funding source categories (see Chapter 6). More information on the Internet tables is in
Chapters 7, 8, 9 and 11 and in Appendixes 1, 3 and 4.
A couple of months after this report is published, the Internet site will also include updates
for the tables in Chapters 2, 4, 6 and 11 that use AR-DRG cost weight and average cost
information. At the time of publication, 2001–02 cost weights and average costs were not
available, so 2000–01 data were used in this report instead. Updates will also be provided for
the tables in Chapters 2 and 4 and in Appendix 4, which use data on private hospitals,
collated in the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Private Health Establishments Collection.
These data were also not available at the time of publication of this report.

Interactive data cubes
Also included on the site are interactive cubes of data from the National Hospital Morbidity
Database which allow users to specify tables and graphs as required. There are four data
cubes currently available:
• Principal diagnoses for 1993–94 to 1997–98 (using ICD-9-CM to classify diagnoses)
• Principal diagnoses for 1998–99 to 2001–02 (using ICD-10-AM to classify diagnoses)
• Australian Refined Diagnosis Related Groups version 4.1/4.2 for 1997–98 to 2001–02
• Principal diagnoses for separations that include specialised psychiatric care for 1998–99

to 2000–01 (using ICD-10-AM to classify diagnoses)
Later in 2003, data cubes covering procedure and external cause information will be added
and the cube relating to specialised psychiatric care will be updated to include 2001–02 data.
Each cube includes information on the number of separations (same day and overnight),
patient days and average length of stay, by age group and sex and year of separation, for
each diagnosis or AR-DRG. The cube on specialised psychiatric care also includes data on
the mental health legal status of the patient for each separation.


