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46%
of people entering

prison were
unemployed before

prison 

2 in 5 
people entering 

prison had 
dependent children

1 in 4 
people entering prison 
had a parent who had 

also been in prison

43%

3 in 4 
people entering prison
used illicit drugs in the

year before prison 

9 in 10
 people leaving prison

reported they would be
able to use Medicare
services from the day

of their release 

1 in 3
people entering prison
had a highest level of

schooling of year 9 or below 

37%
 reported using

illicit drugs
in prison 

71%
of people entering 

prison were
current smokers

2 in 5

 
people leaving prison

had a job lined up
after prison 

60% 
of people entering prison 

reported seeing a doctor in 
the community in the 

previous year

2 in 3 people entering
prison had been
in prison before 

48% 
of people leaving prison

were expecting to be
homeless after release 

1 in 3

 

reported they had
an accident or
injury in prison
that required

medical attention 

7%
 of women 

were pregnant 
while in prison

during 2021

44%
 of people entering prison 

were at a high risk of 
alcohol-related harm

90% 
said they had a health 
assessment when they 

entered prison

9 in 10 
people leaving

prison felt prepared
for their release 

The health of people in Australia’s prisons 2022: At a glance 

72% 
of women entering

prison had been
pregnant at some stage

in their lives  of people entering
prison reported

they were
homeless before

prison 

QR code
here 

For more information 
scan the QR code 

8 in 10 
people leaving prison
rated their physical

health as good,
very good, or excellent




