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Figure 4: Separations per 1,000 population by
Indigenous status and age group, 2001–02

The pattern of separations per 1,000
population by Remoteness Area was
different for public and private hospitals…
• For public hospitals, separation rates

were highest for patients living in very
remote areas (231.7 separations per
1,000 population). The separation rate
was lowest for patients living in major
cities (106.2 separations per 1,000
population).

• For private hospitals, separations per
1,000 population ranged from 22.8 in
very remote areas to 76.0 in major
cities.
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Figure 5: Separations per 1,000 population by
Remoteness Area of usual residence and
hospital sector

A range of conditions (diseases or injuries
and poisonings) are treated in hospitals…
• Overall, over half of all separations in

2001–02 had a principal diagnosis in
five of the ICD-10-AM chapters:
Diseases of the digestive system;
Neoplasms; Diseases of the circulatory
system; Pregnancy, childbirth and the
puerperium; and Contact with health
services (including care involving
dialysis, chemotherapy and care
involving rehabilitation procedures).

• The National Health Priority Areas
were represented in some high volume
diagnoses. In 2001–02 there were
149,569 separations with a principal
diagnosis of fracture, 95,774
separations with a principal diagnosis
of asthma (40,918) and coronary
obstructive pulmonary disease (54,856),
68,669 separations with a principal
diagnosis of arthritis and 49,878
separations with a principal diagnosis
of angina pectoris.
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increase per year, although this
increase was from a small base).

• The number of public psychiatric
hospitals declined by 41% over this
period (an average of 6.3% decline per
year).

-10.0

-5.0

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

Public
acute

Public
psychiatric

Private
free-

standing
day

Other
private

Total

Average annual change (per cent)

Figure 11: Average annual change in the
number of hospitals, Australia, 1993–94 to
2001–02

The number of available beds is a better
indicator of the availability of hospital services
than the number of hospitals. There were
78,868 available beds in Australia in 2001–
02…
• In the public sector in 2001–02 there

were 49,004 available beds in public
acute hospitals and 2,457 in public
psychiatric hospitals.

• In the private sector there were an
estimated 1,851 available beds in
private free-standing day hospital
facilities in 2001–02 and 25,556 in other
private hospitals.
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Figure 12: Average annual change in the
number of available beds, Australia, 1993–94
to 2001–02

Overall the number of available beds in
Australia has decreased over time…
• There was a 5.7% reduction in available

beds between 1993–94 and 2001–02, an
average of 0.7% decline per year.

• Although the number of public acute
hospitals increased, the number of
available beds decreased an average of
1.7% per year. Conversely, although the
number of other private hospitals fell,
the number of available beds increased
an average of 2.3% per year.

• The number of available beds/chairs in
private free-standing day hospital
facilities increased an average of 9.2%
per year, from 917 to 1,851.

• The number of available beds in public
psychiatric hospitals fell 54%, from
5,360 to 2,457, an average of 9.3% per
year.

Staff numbers in public acute and public
psychiatric hospitals have remained fairly
constant over time…
• Overall, the number of full time

equivalent staff increased an average of
0.8% per year between 1993–94 and
2001–02. The number of salaried
medical officers increased an average
of 4.5% per year over this period and
the number of nurses increased an
average of 0.8%.
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