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The Australian Institute of Health 

The miss ion of the Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Health is to con t r ibu te to t h e 
Improvement o f the hea l th of Aust ra l ians a n d to the efficient u s e of r e sou rce s 
in the provision of hea l th services, including those directed a t hea l th 
promot ion a n d il lness prevention, by p u r s u i n g i t s legislative m a n d a t e to: 

• collect a n d ass i s t in the product ion of hea l th re la ted informat ion a n d 
s ta t is t ics ; 

• conduc t a n d promote resea rch into the hea l th of Aus t ra l i ans , a n d their 
hea l th services; 

• u n d e r t a k e s tud ies into the provision a n d effectiveness of hea l th services 
a n d technologies; a n d 

• m a k e r ecommenda t ions on the prevent ion a n d t r ea tmen t of d i seases 
a n d the improvement a n d promotion of hea l th a n d hea l th a w a r e n e s s of 
the people of Austral ia . 

The Ins t i tu te ' s role in hea l th s tat is t ics development is to identify the priori t ies 
for nat ional hea l th da ta , to work with the S ta tes a n d Terri tories a n d o the r s to 
promote the development of da ta se ts based on c o m m o n s t a n d a r d s a n d 
definitions, to a s semble these Into nat ional d a t a b a s e s , a n d to ana lyse a n d 
repor t on the nat ional da t a . The Ins t i tu te is no t generally involved In t h e 
original collection of da ta , which is unde r t aken primari ly by the S ta te a n d 
Territory hea l th author i t ies , the Austra l ian B u r e a u of Sta t i s t ics a n d t h e 
Depa r tmen t of Communi ty Services and Health. 

The Ins t i tu te w a s es tabl ished a s a s ta tu tory body within the Commonwea l th 
Communi ty Services a n d Health portfolio in 1987. As a na t iona l hea l th 
s ta t is t ics a n d r e sea rch agency it provides suppor t bo th to the Commonwea l th 
a n d to the S ta t e s a n d Territories, the latter pr imari ly t h r o u g h the Aust ra l ian 
Health Ministers ' Advisory Council . 
The Ins t i tu te is governed by a 12-member Board inc luding nominees of the 
Minister for C o m m u n i t y Services a n d Health, t he Aus t ra l i an Heal th Ministers ' 
Advisory Council , t he Public Health Associat ion of Aust ra l ia a n d the 
C o n s u m e r s ' Health F o r u m of Austral ia . Other m e m b e r s are the Aus t ra l i an 
Stat is t ic ian, t he Secretary of the Depar tmen t of C o m m u n i t y Services a n d 
Health a n d the Director of the Inst i tute . 
There are four major componen t s to the Inst i tute—Health Services Division, 
Heal th Technology Division, Health Monitoring Division a n d Corpora te 
Services. 
Three external p r o g r a m s a re also funded th rough the Ins t i tu te—the National 
Injury Surveil lance Unit and the Dental Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit which a re 
bo th located in Adelaide, a n d the National Perinatal Sta t is t ics Unit In Sydney. 
A Secre tar ia t provides coordination with other organisa t ions , a n d suppor t for 
the Board a n d the two Inst i tu te commit tees (the National Commit tee on Heal th 
a n d Vital S ta t i s t ics and the Ethics Committee). As provided for u n d e r t h e 
Ins t i tu te ' s Act, t he AIH Ethics Commit tee advises on the ethical acceptabil i ty of 
activities u n d e r t a k e n by the Ins t i tu te a n d associa ted bodies . 

The Ins t i tu te a lso provides secretariat and resea rch services to the National 
Heal th Technology Advisory Panel a n d the Superspecia l ty Services 
Subcommit tee of the Aust ra l ian Health Ministers ' Advisory Council . 
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Achievements and developments during 1989-90 
Major p rog res s w a s m a d e d u r i n g 1989-90 in a n u m b e r of the Inst i tu te ' s da t a 
collection a n d r e sea rch activit ies. The Austra l ian Health Ministers ' Advisory 
Counci l (AHMAC) suppor t ed the collection of nat ional hospi tal ut i l isat ion a n d 
cost d a t a on a rou t i ne bas i s , t h e second Hospital Utilisation and Cos ts Study, 
covering 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 , is now a lmos t complete, a n d p lann ing is well advanced for 
t h e 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 survey. 

An Impor t an t ach ievement w a s reach ing agreement nationally on information 
to b e collected a b o u t ins t i tu t ional hea l th care . A National Minimum Data Set 
w a s developed in cooperat ion with the Aus t ra l ian Bureau of Stat is t ics a n d 
C o m m o n weal th . S ta te a n d Territory hea l th author i t ies . It w a s funded by 
AHMAC. The information will form the b a s i s of future nat ional surveys of 
ins t i tu t iona l h e a l t h care . 

A major ana lys is , d rawing o n na t iona l hea l th i n s u r a n c e da ta , compared the 
u s e a n d cos t s of private medical services in 1976 a n d 1986. 

Dur ing t h e yea r the Ins t i tu te ini t iated a n u m b e r of collaborative exercises to 
foster t h e development of na t iona l hea l th s ta t is t ics . These included a mee t ing 
be tween Ins t i tu te r e sea r ch staff a n d the h e a d s of r esea rch a n d p lann ing in t h e 
S t a t e a n d Terri tory hea l th d e p a r t m e n t s , which resul ted in a useful sha r ing of 
views. The Ins t i tu te also col laborated with the Aust ra l ian Bureau of Stat is t ics 
(ABS) in a review of all exist ing hea l th da t a collections in Austral ia a n d a n 
Inventory of these will be pub l i shed early in 1991 . 

T h e National Commit tee on Health a n d Vital Stat is t ics , a commit tee of the 
Ins t i tu te . Is a t t empt ing to systematical ly canvass views on priorities for 
na t iona l hea l th s ta t is t ics , advert is ing nationally in the p re s s . Inviting 
s u b m i s s i o n s from key organisa t ions a n d individuals, a n d consul t ing with the 
S t a t e s a n d Terr i tor ies . Many submis s ions were received from the general 
pub l i c a n d a wide range of hea l th - re la ted organisat ions . These provided t h e 
framework for a National Heal th Stat is t ics Fo rum which is to be held in 
Feb rua ry 1 9 9 1 . 

The I n s t i t u t e s involvement with the National Better Health Program cont inued 
a n d base l ine r epor t s were p roduced covering the five priority a r e a s of t h e 
Program, a s well a s a repor t o n i t s goals and targets . 

Research a s s i s t a n c e to the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Dea ths in 
Cus tody w a s provided by t h e Ins t i tu te : several background repor t s were 
p r epa red a n d a s s i s t a n c e given with hea l th related aspec t s of the Commiss ion ' s 
na t iona l repor t . In ano the r commiss ioned project, this t ime on behalf the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Veterans ' Affairs, a n Investigation w a s carried ou t to de te rmine 
w h e t h e r u s e of the an t i -ma la r i a d r u g dapsone du r ing the Vietnam war h a s 
c a u s e d any cancer in ve te rans . 

A decis ion h a s b e e n taken to ama lgama te the National Health Technology 
Advisory Panel a n d the AHMAC Superspecial ty Services Commit tee into a 
single commit tee . This will be a subcommi t t ee of the National Health a n d 
Medical Research Council ' s Heal th Care Commit tee and will provide advice on 
the cos ts , effectiveness a n d dis t r ibut ion of hea l th care technologies. T h e 
Ins t i tu t e will provide scientific and adminis t ra t ive suppor t to the new 
commit tee . 
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During the year the Ins t i tu te under took a n u m b e r of hea l th technology 
a s s e s s m e n t activities ou ts ide the framework of advisory bodies , a n d pub l i shed 
the first th ree titles in its Health Care Technology ser ies . 
The National Injury Surveil lance Unit w a s es tab l i shed a s a n externa l u n i t of 
the Ins t i tu te wi th funding provided by the Depa r tmen t of Communi ty Services 
a n d Heal th u n d e r the National Better Health Program. The Uni t is a s u c c e s s o r 
to the highly successful National Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project, a 
pilot conduc ted by the Ins t i tu te in conjunct ion with t h e Child Accident 
Prevention Founda t i on of Austral ia . The new Uni t will con t inue to supply 
software for recording injury da t a and to liaise with d a t a collection cen t res . 

The o ther ex terna l un i t s o f the Inst i tute , the National Perinatal S ta t i s t ics Unit 
(NPSU) a n d the Dental Stat is t ics and Research Unit (DSRU), con t inued the l r 
successful p r o g r a m s . The NPSU activities Included jo in t publ icat ion of a r epor t 
with Homebir th Austral ia o n the outcome of h o m e b i r t h s . T h e DSRU p u t in 
place a new Child Dental Health Survey a n d fur ther developed Its na t iona l 
denta l workforce collection. 
The Ins t i tu te h a s es tabl ished l inks with overseas organisa t ions , notably the 
World Health Organization, a n d is seeking to develop formal col laborat ing 
a r r a n g e m e n t s with WHO a n d with hea l th s ta t i s t ics organisa t ions in o the r 
count r ies . 
S t rong l inks have been developed with WHO 'S Division of Epidemiological 
Surveil lance, a n d the Ins t i tu te is working with WHO on the development of 
nat ional hea l th monitor ing sys tems a n d na t ional hea l th p rog ram evaluat ion . 
The Ins t i tu te ' s Director led the Austra l ian delegation to the Conference on the 
10th Revision o f the Internat ional Classification of Diseases which w a s he ld in 
Geneva from 2 5 September to 5 October 1989. 

Prospects for the future 
In the Ins t i tu te ' s work, e m p h a s i s is shifting from the development of hea l th 
s ta t is t ics to m a n a g e m e n t a n d u s e ofthe da t a b a s e s t h a t have been p u t in p lace . 
When the Ins t i tu te was establ ished, there w a s a subs t an t i a l backlog of d a t a 
development activity which h a d been identified a s requi r ing u rgen t a t ten t ion . 
Lengthy negot ia t ions proved necessary to overcome var ious imped imen t s to 
the p r o c u r e m e n t of da t a a n d development of da t a b a s e s . Cons iderable effort 
w a s requi red d u r i n g the Ins t i tu te ' s first few yea r s to deal with these technical 
a n d adminis t ra t ive i s sues . Many problems have now been resolved, a n d the 
reward for the initial development is now becoming appa ren t , wi th s u b s t a n t i a l 
progress a n d achievements occurr ing in most of the key a r e a s . 
As the var ious da ta b a s e s a re p u t in place, there will be a shift in e m p h a s i s 
towards u n d e r t a k i n g va lue-added analysis of s ta t i s t ics t h a t h a v e become 
available, d i ssemina t ing information and ef6cientry m a n a g i n g the da t a b a s e s . 
These evolving activities point to the need for a mix of expert ise a n d skills 
within the Ins t i tu te so tha t it is able to u n d e r t a k e the b road role set ou t in i t s 
legislation. They also point to the cont inuing need for realistic r e sou rce s If 
m o m e n t u m is to be main ta ined . 

After th ree y e a r s of operat ion a s a s ta tu tory author i ty , t he Ins t i tu te h a s 
es tabl ished a r epu ta t ion for expertise in the compilat ion a n d ana lys i s of h e a l t h 
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re la ted s ta t i s t i cs a n d in the a s s e s s m e n t of existing and emerging hea l th 
technology. Th i s is reflected in the n u m b e r of projects which the Ins t i tu te h a s 
u n d e r t a k e n a t t he r eques t of o the r organisa t ions . In 1989-90 more t h a n 20 per 
cen t of Ins t i tu t e funding w a s provided by organisa t ions commissioning work. 

T h e Ins t i tu te ' s s u c c e s s in a t t r ac t ing external funds h a s placed extra d e m a n d s 
on t h e pr incipal invest igators a n d on suppor t services. The extent to which 
core staff c a n be a t t a ched to external ly funded projects is limited. The Ins t i tu te 
will n e e d sufficient funds to cover the associated admiii istrat ive overhead 
c o s t s if significant addi t ional work Is to be unde r t aken . 

With i t s ac l i ievements a s a hea l th s ta t i s t ics and research agency, a n d wilh the 
r a n g e of projects current ly in p rogress , the Ins t i tu te is well placed to con t inue 
i t s con t r ibu t ion to the improvement of the hea l th of Aus t ra l ians a n d to the 
efficient u s e of r e sources in hea l th care . 



Institute activities 

Health Services Division 
The Division is responsible for developing, collecting a n d analys ing s ta t i s t ics 
and information o n the provision a n d u s e of hea l th services in Austra l ia , a n d 
o n the resources required to provide these services. Major activities have been 
the development of na t ional d a t a b a s e s to descr ibe the in f ras t ruc tu re of t h e 
hea l th services sys tem, including the heal th l abour force, t he cos t a n d u s e of 
medical services and hosp i ta l s a n d related ins t i tu t ions . 

The growing d e m a n d for information from other bodies , inc luding gove rnmen t 
a t all levels, n o n government a n d the private sector, is a good Indicat ion t h a t 
the Ins t i tu te a n d the Division are now seen a s a bas ic source of hea l th services 
information. 

Health Economics and Expenditure Unit 
Tliis uni t is responsible for collating information on expendi tu re o n hea l th 
services by governments , t h rough private i n su rance , a n d by individuals . 
Information Bulletin No 4: Australian health expenditure to 1987-88 w a s 
publ i shed d u r i n g the yea r a n d is the most recent in a ser ies which incorpora tes 
hea l th expend i tu re da ta from 1982-83 . Information from th is ser ies is 
provided to t h e Organisat ion for Economic Cooperat ion a n d Development 
(OECD). 

The un i t a lso provides advice o n hea l th economic ana lys i s a n d evaluat ion . 
Major t a s k s carr ied ou t du r ing the year Included : provision of a n economic 
consu l tancy to the Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Uni t (SECU): giving 
technical a n d secretar ia t suppor t to the AHMAC Working Party on 
Measu remen t Aspects of Hospital Utilisation; es t imat ing the economic a n d 
hea l th effects of increas ing taxes on tobacco; a n d modelling the effects of 
Commonwea l th G r a n t s Commission r ecommenda t ions on hea l th financing 
a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

Health Services Unit 
This Unit 's t a s k is to develop a n d collect s ta t is t ics on the u s e of all hea l th 
services including hospi ta ls , nu r s ing homes , a n d medical services. The need to 
develop a cons i s ten t na t ional information b a s e in th is a r ea is recognised a s a 
high priority. 
Much of the Unit 's work h a s been carried out a t t he r eques t of AHMAC and 
bui lds on work u n d e r t a k e n by the Inst i tute s ince 1986. Fu r the r work h a s b e e n 
carried o u t on the definitions in the National Min imum Data Set (NMDS) for 
Inst i tut ional Heal th Services. When completed, the NMDS will allow for 
s t andard i sed definitions of da t a collected in t h a t area , a n d the Unit is 
coopera ting wi th the Aust ra l ian Bureau of Sta t is t ics to p u t together a p roposa l 
for a four yea r nat ional survey program b a s e d on the NMDS- AHMAC will 
consider the proposed program, which will cover bo th the private a n d publ ic 
sectors , in October 1990-

Volume 3 o f the first hospi ta l uti l isation a n d costs s tudy w a s pub l i shed (details 
of the s tudy were p resen ted in the 1988-89 Annua l Report). This volume 
conta ined projections of d e m a n d for acute hospi ta l services in 1996, allowing 
for the effects of ageing, a n d for changes in the du ra t ion a n d n a t u r e of a cu t e 
hospital s t ays . 
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Work con t inued on the second hospi ta l uti l isation and costs s tudy which 
covers t h e financial yea r 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 , a n d a r epor t is expected In the lat ter pa r t of 
1990 . AHMAC h a s a s k e d the Ins t i tu te to u n d e r t a k e a third s tudy, covering the 
y e a r 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 . 

T h e Ins t i tu te ' s working pa r ty o n i npa t i en t / non - inpa t i en t services reported to 
AHMAC in October 1989 wi th r ecommenda t ions on methods of separa t ing, 
c o u n t i n g a n d cost ing inpa t i en t a n d non- inpa t i en t services. The 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s were endorsed by AHMAC. T h e National Casemix Advisory 
Uni t will fur ther develop th i s work. 

T h e hospi ta l inpa t i en t morbidi ty da t a held u n d e r agreements with S ta te a n d 
Terr i tory hea l th au thor i t i e s have con t inued to expand . Additional d a t a have 
b e e n received from New S o u t h Wales, Victoria, theAus t ra l i anCapi ta lTer r i to ry 
a n d t h e Nor thern Territory. 

Dur ing the year a m e m b e r of staff spen t a m o n t h in the United S ta tes gaining 
h a n d s - o n experience of sc reen ing t echn iques for quality of pat ient care a s pa r t 
of r ou t i ne ut i l isat ion review in hosp i ta l s . The un i t will con t inue to hold a 
wa tch ing brief on quali ty of ca re i s sues . 

A major s tudy of c h a n g e s in t h e u s e of private medical care over the period 
1976 to 1986 w a s repor ted on d u r i n g the year. T h e s tudy showed increased u s e 
of medical cos t s by near ly all age g roups . Th is analysis is being extended to 
incorpora te 1988 d a t a . Th i s will pe rmi t t r end analys is since the in t roduct ion of 
Medicare . 

Health Labourforce Unit 
In the p a s t year, work o n the hea l th labourforce h a s been directed towards the 
development of a na t iona l core labourforce da ta collection. Significant 
p rog res s h a s been m a d e in es tabl i sh ing da t a collections for n u r s e s , medical 
prac t i t ioners , p h a r m a c i s t s a n d podia t r i s t s . 

At i ts J u n e 1990 meet ing, AHMAC agreed to provide the Ins t i tu te with 
$ 3 4 3 , 4 0 0 over t h r ee y e a r s to es tab l i sh a National Minimum Data Set for hea l th 
professionals by the e n d of 1991 a n d a comprehens ive labourforce d a t a b a s e 
by trie end of 1 9 9 3 . 

T h e u n i t h a s provided professional suppor t to the Medical Workforce Data 
Review Commit tee of AHMAC since i ts e s t ab l i shment and first meet ing in 
November 1989. Work u n d e r t a k e n for th is Commit tee h a s included: a critical 
evaluat ion of, a n d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to Improve, information on overseas 
t ra ined doctors; p r e p a r a t i o n of a n overview p a p e r on the shor tage of Resident 
Medical Officers in publ ic hosp i t a l s , a n d work Is proceeding on rou t ine 
moni tor ing of t h e s i tua t ion . AHMAC provided suppor t for th i s project in 
1 9 8 9 - 9 0 . 

A n n u a l d a t a on the immigra t ion of hea l th professionals and the p repara t ion of 
h e a l t h profess ionals In ter t iary ins t i tu t ions have been cUssemlnated in the 
information bul le t in ser ies . An inventory of d a t a collections covering the 
medical l abour force h a s b e e n p repa red a n d will be publ ished in the n e a r 
fu ture . 
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National Casemix Advisory Unit 
Casemix refers to a sys tem which classifies hospi ta l pa t i en t s In t e r m s of t h e 
a m o u n t of r e sources they c o n s u m e . During 1989-90 , the Ins t i tu te w a s given 
funding to se t u p the National Casemix Advisory Unit by the Depa r tmen t of 
Communi ty Services a n d Health through i ts Commonwea l th Casemix 
Development Program. The Unit provides advice a n d facilitates t h e 
development of casemix initiatives in all S ta t e s a n d Terri tories. 
A publ ica t ion ser ies called the Australian Casemix Bulletin w a s es tab l i shed to 
provide news a n d information a b o u t the development of casemix information 
sys tems in Austra l ia . 

Health Technology Division 
The work o f the Division is centred on the provision of advice on the role, cos t s 
a n d effectiveness of hea l th ca re technologies. This is achieved th rough s u p p o r t 
for na t ional advisory commit tees ; prepara t ion of r epor t s based on the 
l i tera ture a n d other forms of information; collection of p r imary da ta ; a n d 
development of a da t a b a s e . 
Dur ing the year, the Division cont inued to u n d e r t a k e a wide variety of hea l th 
technology a s s e s s m e n t activities including development of i ts own 
a s s e s s m e n t s a n d collaboration In external projects. 

Secretariats 
Provision of r e sea rch a n d secretar ia t services for the National Heal th 
Technology Advisory Panel w a s a major activity. Following the review of t h e 
NHTAP in 1988-89 , r ecommenda t ions in the resul t ing repor t were accepted by 
the Minister a n d led to modified membersh ip a n d t e rms of reference for the 
Panel . The Panel me t three t imes dur ing the year, twice u n d e r the new 
a r r a n g e m e n t s . Reports were completed o n high energy rad io therapy , 
au toma ted aflerloading in brachytherapy , low-back tes t ing by dynamomet ry , 
bone minera l a s s e s s m e n t , coronary angioplasty a n d magnet ic r e s o n a n c e 
imaging services. Work is unde rway on a s s e s s m e n t of a further eight 
technologies u s ing the consu l ta t ion a n d syn thes i s p rocess which h a s been 
developed by the Panel over a n u m b e r or years . 
The Division provided resea rch a n d secretar iat s u p p o r t for the Superspec ia l ty 
Services Subcommit tee of AHMAC. A report on guidel ines on services for a c u t e 
spinal injuries was pr in ted a n d guidelines on refractory epilepsy services a n d 
on neonata l intensive care were finalised. Work con t inues on a fur ther th ree 
guidelines. 

MRI project 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging is a high cost diagnost ic me thod which is be ing 
assessed a t five teaching hospi ta ls prior to any fur ther government s u p p o r t for 
the technology. Coordinat ion of the MRI a s s e s s m e n t p rogram w a s a 
demand ing activity for the Division. The coorclinatlng technical commit tee , 
which h a s been serviced by the Division, wound u p i ts activities a n d i ts final 
report is in p repara t ion . A fourth interim report was pub l i shed dur ing the year, 
upda t ing the ana lys i s of the m i n i m u m da ta set a n d cost da t a with detai ls of 
follow-up s tud i e s conducted a t some of the hospi ta ls . It Is expected t h a t s o m e 
follow-up s tud ies a n d analys is of d a t a collected will con t inue for s o m e t ime. 
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Division projects 
Dur ing t h e yea r the Division pub l i shed the first three titles in the Health Care 
Technology Series . These were a l i te ra ture review of coronary angioplasty a n d 
re la ted t echn iques ; a repor t on the u s e of t inted l enses for ttie reading disabled; 
a n d specif icat ions for sc reen ing m a m m o g r a p h y technology. The Division also 
i s s u e d a d i s cus s ion p a p e r o n op t ions for s tereotact ic radiosurgery. 
T h e Division b e g a n work on bui ld ing u p a da t a b a s e on hea l th care 
technologies a n d their u s a g e a n d dis t r ibut ion. The first i s sue of a newslet ter 
r epor t ing on hea l th technology s tud i e s u n d e r t a k e n a t t he Ins t i tu te a n d a t o ther 
c en t r e s in Aus t ra l i a a n d New Zealand was publ i shed . 

External Projects 
T h e Division w a s heavily involved dur ing the yea r with es tab l i shment of a trial 
on gal l s tone l i thotr ipsy a t St Vincent ' s Hospital , Melbourne. The Division Head 
par t ic ipa ted In mee t ings of the hospi ta l ' s coordinat ing commit tee a n d a n 
as soc ia t ed working pa r ty which developed a n d refined protocols. The Division 
a l so b e g a n work in associa t ion with the Aus t ra l ian Centre for Medical Laser 
Technology, Adelaide, on a r e s e a r c h project on the effectiveness of lasers in 
dermatology. 
F u n d i n g m a d e available by the D e p a r t m e n t of Communi ty Services a n d Health 
Is to b e u s e d in s u p p o r t of seven projects deal ing with topics related to NHTAP 
in t e r e s t s which will be u n d e r t a k e n in a n u m b e r of hospi ta ls a n d o ther cen t res . 
T h e Division is providing coordinat ion a n d liaison services for this work. In 
addi t ion , s u p p o r t is being provided th rough the Division for external projects 
on r e s e a r c h on t inted l enses in read ing impa i rmen t a n d on quality-of-Ufe 
m e a s u r e s l inked to t h e gal ls tone l i thotr ipsy a s s e s s m e n t program. 

A m e m b e r o f the Division again acted a s a consu l t an t to the Ministry of Health, 
Bri t ish Columbia , C a n a d a to advise on m e t h o d s of es tabl ishing a n a s s e s s m e n t 
of MRI technology in t h a t Province. Abrief consu l tancy was u n d e r t a k e n for the 
J o h n H u n t e r Hospital , Newcastle, i n respec t of proposals for digital 
mformat ion s y s t e m s . Staff h i t h e Division p repared a discussion pape r for the 
Aus t r a l i an Hospi ta l Associat ion on technology a n d the hospi tal . 

Health Monitoring Division 
T h e former Heal th S t a t u s Division w a s r enamed dur ing the year to reflect the 
e m p h a s i s of its work o n monitor ing, investigating, a n d report ing on the hea l th 
of all A u s t r a l i a n s a n d of popu la t ion subgroups . It also seeks to improve the 
variety a n d qual i ty of s ta t is t ical Information available for th is purpose . 

Monitoring and Surveillance 
Risk Factor Prevalence Survey 
T h e Division h a s col laborated with the National Hear t Foundat ion of Austral ia 
a n d the D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m u n i t y Services a n d Health in conduct ing the 
th i rd (1989) Risk Factor Prevalence Survey. Previous surveys were conducted 
in 1980 a n d 1983 . 
Da ta collection a n d edit ing of the recent survey h a s been completed. The 
r e s p o n s e r a t e w a s a lmost 7 5 per cent, which Is comparab le with previous 
surveys . Sta t i s t ica l ana lys i s Is u n d e r way a n d a report is in prepara t ion . 
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National Better Health Program 
The Division cont inued Its par t ic ipat ion in the moni tor ing a n d evaluat ion 
aspec t s of t h e National Better Health Program (NBHP), which is a imed a t 
involving all Aus t ra l ians in improving their hea l th . Initially, t he focus is on t h e 
five priority a r e a s - h igh blood p r e s su re , injury, improved nut r i t ion , 
preventable cancers a n d hea l th of older pe r sons . For each of these , draft 
repor t s o n d a t a r equ i rements a n d r ecommenda t ions for review were submi t t ed 
to the Project Planning T e a m s for the Program. 
A final repor t entitled Australia's health goals and targets: data requirements 
and recommendations for review was subsequen t ly submi t t ed to the NBHP 
Management Commit tee . T h e repor t r ecommended revisions a n d addi t ions to 
the quant i ta t ive targets for the five priority a r e a s a n d identified appropr i a t e 
per formance indicators for moni tor ing progress towards these ta rge ts . 

Health status of people of non English speaking background 
T h e AIH h a s been commiss ioned by the Office of Mult icul tural Affairs to 
u n d e r t a k e a major s tudy of hea l th s t a t u s of Aus t r a l i ans of n o n English 
speaking background . 
The s tudy will identify a n d review existing da t a sou rces o n e thn ic hea l th In 
Austral ia with a view to providing a base l ine s u m m a r y . A fur ther a im is to 
identify g a p s and deficiencies in existing e thn ic hea l th da ta a n d indicators . 
Recommenda t ions will be m a d e on opt ions for filling these g a p s a n d 
deficiencies o n a na t ional bas i s , a n d on developing criteria for de te rmin ing 
priorit ies for Improving e thnic hea l th da t a . 

Dur ing the year , t he l i tera ture was reviewed a n d relevant hea l th d a t a sources 
identified a n d documented . Information from these sou rces was compiled a n d 
analysed to p roduce a s tat is t ical report on t h e hea l th of the s t u d y group . 
Ar rangement s are in place to consu l t widely wi th u s e r s a n d providers of d a t a 
o n the g a p s a n d deficiencies In existing s ta t is t ics a n d their priority needs . 

Asthma Mortality Project 
A s t h m a is a common a n d ser ious problem in Austral ia . Research sugges t s t h a t 
a s m a n y a s one in seven Aus t ra l ians a re a s thma t i c a n d a s t h m a d e a t h s have 
Increased considerably in recent years . 
In J u n e 1988, a n NHMRC commit tee set u p to examine a s t h m a d e a t h s 
concluded t h a t m u c h Information still h a d to be collected a b o u t a s t h m a 
mortal i ty in Austral ia . It r ecommended tha t d a t a be collected to show w h a t 
sor t s of factors were commonly associa ted with a s t h m a d e a t h s . Since J a n u a r y 
1989, the Ins t i tu te a n d m e m b e r s of the NHMRC As thma Mortality Steer ing 
Commit tee have been working to set u p s u c h a collection. A na t iona l d a t a 
collection is expected to commence dur ing 1991 . 

Statistics 
Inventory of Australian health statistics 
In February , a joint AIH-ABS project to compile a n d pub l i sh a n inventory of 
Aus t ra l ian hea l th da t a collections was s ta r ted . The Inventory will provide 
resea rchers , admin i s t ra to r s a n d p l a n n e r s with a guide to major hea l th 
collections, a n d also ass i s t in Identifying gaps In available d a t a a n d the set t ing 
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of priori t ies for filling these g a p s . A draft o f t he inventory will be submi t t ed to 
t h e Nat ional Heal th Sta t is t ics F o r u m to be held du r ing 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 . The inventory 
will b e revised o n receipt of c o m m e n t s from the Fo rum par t ic ipan ts a n d then 
pub l i shed . 

National Cancer Statistics Clearing House 
T h e Clear ing H o u s e h a s been the focus of great a t ten t ion by the Ins t i tu te in the 
p a s t year. It now h a s the s u p p o r t of all S ta tes a n d Territories following delays 
c a u s e d by difficulties wi th d a t a confidentiality provisions in the AIH 
legislation. 
A protocol w a s developed for the Clearing House , de termining a m i n i m u m da t a 
set, m a n a g e m e n t s t r u c t u r e , d a t a confidentiality guidelines, access guidel ines, 
a n d provis ions for publ ica t ion . All S ta t e s a n d Territories have agreed to the 
protocol a n d h a v e ei ther suppl ied d a t a from 1982 to their mos t recent year of 
comple te regis t ra t ion or have u n d e r t a k e n to do so in the n e a r future. 

Spinal Cord Injury Register 
T h e Ins t i tu te con t r ibu te s to t h e funding of th is Register, which provides 
Information from all Aus t ra l i an Spinal Cord Injury Units o n pre—accident a n d 
acc ident c i r cums tances , medical m a n a g e m e n t , a n d costs a n d rehabi l i ta t ion. 
A m e m b e r of the Division a t t e n d e d mee t ings of t h e s teer ing commit tee for the 
project d u r i n g the year. 

Mortality Database 
Sta t i s t i c s on d e a t h s in Aust ra l ia a re current ly supplied to the WHO by the ABS. 
As t h e WHO requ i re s more detai l t h a n c a n be supplied by ABS, the Ins t i tu te 
h a s accep ted a n Invitation to a s s u m e this responsibil i ty which will fit in to a 
p r o g r a m of s tud i e s be ing conduc ted by the Ins t i tu te into d e a t h s in Aust ra l ia . 
T h e s o u r c e d a t a necessary to conduc t th i s p rog ram is held on compu te r t apes 
of regis tered d e a t h s controlled by the S ta te a n d Territory Registrars of Bi r ths . 
Marr iages a n d Dea th s . The Ins t i tu te h a s been gran ted access to these da t a 
except in two S t a t e s a n d negot ia t ions with t h e m a re cont inuing. 

Nosology 
International Classification of Diseases 
T h e Ins t i tu t e Is the nat ional reference cent re for the 10th Revision of the 
In te rna t iona l Classification of Diseases (ICD). 
Specia l i s ts in Austral ia were consul ted a b o u t proposed changes to the ICD 
classif ications a n d early in the yea r m u c h effort was devoted to coordinat ing 
the i r con t r ibu t ions . The Director led the Aust ra l ian delegation to the 
In te rna t iona l Conference for the 10th Revision which was held in WHO 
H e a d q u a r t e r s , Geneva, from 2 6 Sep tember to 2 October 1989. For ty- three 
coun t r i e s were represen ted . The 10th Revision will come into u s e 
in ternat ional ly in 1993 . 
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Screening Evaluation Coordination Unit 
The Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit is admin i s te red by the Ins t i tu t e 
a n d funded by the Depar tmen t of Communi ty Services a n d Heal th . 

The Unit h a s two principal roles. First , It coordina tes the na t iona l evaluat ion of 
b reas t a n d cervical cancer screening pilot projects; th i s h a s involved the 
collection, ana lys i s a n d interpretat ion of da t a provided by 2 3 pilot sc reen ing 
projects located th roughou t Austral ia . Second, it a s s i s t s two AHMAC 
commit tees to develop policy options for na t ional screening p r o g r a m s for 
b r ea s t a n d cervical cancer . Activities dur ing the year were directed towards 
prepar ing the repor ts of these commit tees . 

At the r eques t of the Depa r tmen t of Communi ty Services a n d Heal th , a r epor t 
was p repared conta in ing da t a from the b reas t cancer screening pilot projects 
a n d r ecommenda t ions on a na t iona l b reas t c ance r screening p rogram. 

The repor t of the Steering Committee for the Evaluat ion of Breas t Cance r 
Screening w a s p resen ted to AHMAC on 1 J u n e . The r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s in t h e 
repor t have b e e n accepted, a n d it is to be pub l i shed in the nex t financial year. 
The repor t will b e u s e d extensively in guiding the implementa t ion of t h e 
National P rogram for the Early Detection of Breas t Cancer . 

The Unit init iated a collaborative project, in which staff from t h e 
m a m m o g r a p h y screening pilot projects will cooperate In p repa r ing mater ia l for 
jo in t publ ica t ions . This will enable information a n d experience ga ined from t h e 
na t ional evaluat ion to b e m a d e widely available. 

The repor t of t h e Steering Commit tee for the Evaluat ion of Cervical C a n c e r 
Screening is be ing p repare 1 for presenta t ion to AHMAC in Sep t ember 1990. 

Principal Medical Adviser's Unit 

Aboriginal Health Unit 
T h e hea l th p rob lems of Aborigines vary across the country , reflecting different 
c i r cums tances , b u t overall their s t anda rd of hea l th is low t h r o u g h o u t 
Austral ia . For a lmost all d isease categories, ra tes for Aborigines a r e worse t h a n 
for o ther Aus t ra l ians ; d e a t h r a t e s are u p to four t imes h igher a n d life 
expectancy is u p to 22 yea r s less . 
Work on the development of nat ional Aboriginal a n d Torres St ra i t I s l ander 
hea l th s ta t i s t ics is proceeding In collaboration with S ta te a n d Terri tory hea l th 
au thor i t i es . Most a t tent ion h a s been directed to the collation of available 
s ta t is t ics , par t icular ly those identified a s priority a r e a s by the 1984 T a s k Force 
on Aboriginal Health Stat is t ics . 

The Unit provides a consu l t an t to the NHMRC Working Party on Mate rna l 
Mortality, wh ich is respons ib le for collating a n d ana lys ing d a t a o n 
obste t r ic-re la ted d e a t h s . The Unit also par t ic ipa tes In the National T r a c h o m a 
a n d Eye Heal th conferences. 

The Unit h a s been involved in a n u m b e r of special projects on Aboriginal hea l th 
a n d these a re described In the following sect ions . 
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Aboriginal drug use and related problems 
Initial work h a s b e e n u n d e r t a k e n by the Unit on a project reviewing d a t a 
s o u r c e s on Aboriginal d r u g u s e a n d examining opt ions for a special p rog ram of 
d a t a collection. T h e availability of information th rough the bas ic hea l th related 
collect ions w a s s u m m a r i s e d In a n inter im report . 

Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
T h e Ins t i tu te i s i i nde r t ak ing a major project for the Royal Commission Into 
Aboriginal D e a t h s in Cus tody . Aboriginal morbidity a n d mortality p a t t e r n s In 
compar i son to non-Aboriginal p a t t e r n s were reviewed for the Commiss ion a n d 
a s s i s t a n c e is be ing provided to the na t ional a n d regional Commiss ioners in the 
compila t ion of c u r r e n t d a t a on Aboriginal hea l th . 

In conjunc t ion wi th the Commiss ion ' s Criminology Research Unit, t he 
In s t i t u t e is m a k i n g a detai led compar i son of d e a t h s of Aborigines a n d o the r s 
occu r r ing in c u s t o d y wi th overall p a t t e r n s of mortali ty in the general 
commun i ty . 

North Coast Aboriginal health study 
Thi s s tudy , be ing u n d e r t a k e n in conjunct ion with the New Sou th Wales 
D e p a r t m e n t of Heal th ' s North Coas t Region, is examining the c a u s e s a n d 
factors associa ted wi th the h igh level of Aboriginal mortali ty in the Region. 
Dur ing t h e year, fur ther d a t a o n Aboriginal d e a t h s a n d b i r ths occurr ing in t h e 
North Coas t region of New S o u t h Wales were collected from hospi ta l s in t h e 
Region. Data covering t h e period 1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 6 a re being collated for analys is . 
A s t u d y to es tab l i sh how accura te ly Aboriginal people are identified a s s u c h 
w h e n they a re admi t t ed to hospi ta l w a s finalised dur ing the year. It w a s found 
t h a t m a n y were n o t identified. Th is finding h a s implications for accu ra t e da t a 
collection. 

Largely a s a r esu l t of the Uni t ' s l inks with the Region, it was decided t h a t the 
s t u d y of the prevalence a n d types of disabilit ies a m o n g Aboriginal people b e 
u n d e r t a k e n in t h e Taree -Fors t e r a r ea of New Sou th Wales. Surveying began for 
th i s s t u d y in m i d - J u n e , a n d it is hoped t h a t th is will be a pilot project for a 
larger, c lus te r s t u d y of several localities with subs tan t ia l Aboriginal 
popu la t ions . The project i s being funded by the Austral ian Ins t i tu te of 
Aboriginal a n d Tor res St ra i t I s l ander S tud ies a n d is being conducted b e c a u s e 
of a general l ack of information a b o u t the extent of disabilit ies a m o n g 
Aboriginal people. Aboriginal a t t i t udes towards disability, a n d ut i l isat ion of 
rehabi l i ta t ion services by Aborigines. 

Before t h e survey began , d i s cus s ions were held with Aboriginal communi ty 
l eade r s a n d formal approval w a s received from the Biripi Aboriginal 
Corpora t ion Medical Cent re . Aboriginal facilitators ass is ted by visiting 
h o u s e h o l d s before the survey to inform people a b o u t it a n d to d is t r ibute a n 
information p a m p h l e t . They accompanied survey staff to househo lds a n d 
in t roduced t h e m to sub jec t s , a n d conduc ted some interviews. 

Unit publications and information services 
Information o n Aboriginal hea l th is d i s semina ted th rough the twice—yearly 
Aboriginal Health Information Bulletin, publ i shed jointly with the Aus t ra l i an 
Ins t i tu t e of Aboriginal a n d Tor res St ra i t I s lander S tudies . 
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Other publ ica t ions Included the repor t on Aboriginal identification in hosp i ta l 
admiss ions a n d a n overview report to the Royal Commiss ion in to Aboriginal 
Dea th s in Custody. A paper analysing the availability of Aboriginal hea l th 
s ta t is t ics , d i scussed a t the Eleventh Commonweal th S ta t i s t ic ians Conference 
held in Canbe r r a in April 1990, w a s prepared in the Unit . 

Epidemiological studies 
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry laboratory study 
Early in 1989 the Ins t i tu te w a s commissioned by CSIRO to s t u d y a s p e c t s o f the 
hea l th of the staff of a r e sea r ch laboratory In Its Division of Plant Indus t ry . 
Several c u r r e n t and former m e m b e r s of th is workforce h a d developed c a n c e r s 
over a comparatively shor t period. These events h a d c a u s e d cons iderable 
concern to the workforce, to the staff associa t ions , a n d to CSIRO m a n a g e m e n t . 
The investigation was conduc ted in two p h a s e s . In the first, t he cance r 
Incidence in the laboratory staff was es t imated relative to tha t in the Aus t r a l i an 
popula t ion . The second p h a s e of t h e investigation consis ted of a survey of 
p re sen t and former employees who had been based in or adjacent to t h e 
laboratory for a t least one year, commencing there n o later t h a n 3 0 J u n e 1984. 
Because of uncer ta in ty abou t the eligibility for s tudy of those n o t located, 
n o n - r e s p o n d e n t s , a n d the potent ial subjects k n o w n to h a v e died, t he r e is 
unce r t a in ty abou t the final es t imate of cancer r isk, b u t the m a x i m u m poss ib le 
is 1.64 t imes t h a t in the Aus t ra l i an populat ion. Analysis of r e s p o n s e s from 
living subjec ts did not reveal any associa t ions which might explain t h e 
a p p a r e n t increase in r isk . 
T h e Ins t i tu te p resen ted a repor t to CSIRO which con ta ined s o m e 
r ecommenda t ions for be t ter laboratory managemen t . These were accepted by 
a Steer ing Commit tee on which bo th CSIRO m a n a g e m e n t a n d CSIRO staff 
assoc ia t ions were represented . 

Carcinogenicity of dapsone in Vietnam veterans 
The Royal Commiss ion on the Use a n d Effects of Chemical Agents on 
Aust ra l ian Personnel In Vie tnam recommended s tud i e s of the carcinogenici ty 
of dapsone , which many servicemen look to prevent malar ia . T h e G o v e r n m e n t 
subsequen t ly agreed t h a t there should be a n epidemiological s t u d y into cance r 
a s a possible consequence of d a p s o n e use . Fund ing w a s a n n o u n c e d in t h e 
1989 Budget a n d the AIH h a s now commenced the s tudy . 
All men who served In the Aus t ra l ian Regular Army or a s National Servicemen 
d u r i n g the Vie tnam era will be identified. Through records of their service, 
inc luding ep isodes of malar ia , their dapsone consumpt ion will b e inferred. 
Matching of pe rsona l detai ls with Sta te /Terr i tory cance r registr ies will t h e n b e 
u n d e r t a k e n to show which subjects have developed cancer . Th is may indica te 
an associa t ion between Inferred d a p s o n e use a n d the Incidence of cancer . 
As a first t ask , the quality of the service da t a h a s been u p g r a d e d . A 
computer i sed p rocedure was developed by the Ins t i tu te to m a t c h pe r sona l 
pa r t i cu la r s of servicemen aga ins t cancer regis t ra t ions from all S t a t e s a n d 
Terri tories to identify those with cancer. 
The m a t c h i n g p rocedure will have great appl icat ion in the National C a n c e r 
Sta t is t ics Clearing House, the proposed National Death Index a n d generally in 
ma tch ing individuals in large da t a bases . 
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Statistics of deaths due to AIDS 
Differences b e t w e e n s ta t i s t ics of Aus t ra l i an AIDS d e a t h s from two sources h a s 
led to a n inves t igadon to de t e rmine t h e t r u e posi t ion. 
Medical certificates of c a u s e of dea th are processed by S ta te a n d Terri tory 
r eg i s t r a r s a n d t h e n by the ABS. Detailed examinat ion of dea th registrat ion 
d a t a for t h e per iod 1983 to 1988 yields a n es t imate of d e a t h s fromAIDS a n d i t s 
seque lae which is higher t h a n t h a t suggested by ABS da ta . In m a n y of the 
d e a t h s classified to o ther c a u s e s , AIDS w a s ment ioned on the dea th certificate 
b u t t h i s informat ion w a s lost in the process of dasslfying the cause of dea th . 

C a s e s Of AIDS a r e notified to the National Centre for HIV Epidemiology a n d 
Clinical Resea rch . Dea th s of t h e s e pa t i en t s a re also recorded by the Cent re . 
T h e d a t a s o u r c e s c a n be r ea sonab ly closely reconciled for the yea r s 1983 to 
1987 , b u t the re a p p e a r s to b e a n unexp la ined shortfall in report ing of d e a t h s of 
notified AIDS p a t i e n t s In 1988 . 

A repor t o n t h e s e findings h a s been submi t t ed for publicat ion. A further s t u d y 
to s h o w t h e c a u s e s of the incons is tency is be ing p lanned in conjunction wi th 
t h e Nat ional Cen t re . 

Corporate Services 
T h e Corpora te Services provides advice on corporate s trategy a n d policies, 
admir i is t ra t ive a n d informat ion s u p p o r t services to the Ins t i tu te and , to 
varying degrees , to the Ins t i tu te ' s ex terna l un i t s . 

Administrative Services 
T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n sect ion is respons ib le for the m a n a g e m e n t of the Ins t i tu te ' s 
f inancial a n d o the r r e sou rce s a n d provided the following services d u r i n g the 
year : 

• p roduc t i on a n d dis t r ibut ion of financial a n d staffing repor ts a n d 
p r e p a r a t i o n of the a n n u a l financial s t a t emen t s ; 

• m a i n t e n a n c e a n d improvement of accommodat ion a n d ensu r ing the 
integri ty of the Ins t i tu te ' s physical security; 

• provis ion of advice to m a n a g e m e n t a n d functional a r e a s on finance, 
staffing a n d r e source ma t t e r s ; a n d 

• m a i n t e n a n c e of respons ib le a n d cons is tent pe rsonne l m a n a g e m e n t 
p rac t i ces a n d p rocedures . 

Equal employment opportunity 
T h e Ins t i tu t e ope ra t e s In accordance with the approved EEO program of t h e 
DCSH a n d s ta t i s t i cs for the Ins t i tu te were previously included in the 
d e p a r t m e n t ' s r epor t to t h e Public Service Commission. The Ins t i tu te Is now in 
the p r o c e s s of developing Its own p rogram for approval by the Commission. 
Dur ing t h e t r ans i t i on period the EEO Unit o f t he depa r tmen t h a s cont inued to 
b e available for d i s cus s ions a n d a s s i s t ance a n d h a s provided access to EEO 
t ra in ing c o u r s e s . 

Most staff of the Ins t i tu te a r e engaged in r e sea rch and hold classifications in 
the academic /p ro fess iona l s t r e am. 
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Nineteen m e n a n d 17 women a re classified a s professionals a n d four a r e from a 
non-Eng l i sh speak ing background . Of the 37 staff i n t h e ASO s t r eam, 17 a r e 
engaged in r e sea r ch activities. Of these n i n e are w o m e n a n d three a re from a 
non-Eng l i sh speaking background . 

A staffing profile of the Ins t i tu te a s a t 30 J u n e is s h o w n i n t h e table below. T h e 
table inc ludes staff engaged on projects funded by ou t s ide bodies . NPSU a n d 
DSRU staff a r e no t employed b y the Ins t i tu te a n d a r e n o t inc luded. 

Representation of EEO groups within salary levels 

NESBl NESB2 PWD Women Men Total staff 
Salary group(a) 88-89 89 OO 89-89 3V 'JO 88-89 89-90 88-89 89-90 S&89 89-90 88-89 89-90 

A S O l . & e q u i v 
$ 9 , 4 5 2 - 2 2 . 0 7 0 

1 1 2 1 2 

A S 0 2 . & e q u i v 
$ 2 2 , 6 0 0 - 2 5 . 0 6 0 

1 1 — — 1 — 4 4 2 — 6 4 

A S 0 3 . & e q u i v 
$ 2 5 , 7 4 0 - 2 7 , 7 8 0 

— — — — — — 3 2 — — 3 2 

A S 0 4 . & e q u i v 
$ 2 8 , 6 9 0 - 3 1 . 1 5 0 

— 2 — — — ~ 2 5 — 2 2 7 

A S 0 5 . & e q u i v 
$ 3 2 , 0 0 0 - 3 3 . 9 3 0 

— 1 — — 1 1 4 9 3 1 7 1 0 

A S 0 6 . & e q u i v 
$ 3 4 , 5 6 0 - 3 9 , 7 0 0 

5 3 — — 4 4 7 7 9 6 1 6 1 3 

A S 0 7 . fit equ iv 
$ 4 0 , 9 0 6 - 4 2 . 3 2 7 

1 1 — — — — 3 5 3 5 6 1 0 

A S 0 8 . & equ iv 
$ 4 3 , 9 4 4 - 4 9 . 1 9 4 

— 2 1 — 2 2 4 6 8 8 12 1 4 

M e d i c a l s ta f f 
$ 3 7 , 0 2 9 - 7 0 . 6 4 0 

2 2 3 3 5 5 

S E S fit e q u i v 
$ 5 5 , 9 9 9 - 8 8 . 5 3 3 

1 2 4 4 5 6 

Tota l 8 1 0 1 — 8 7 3 1 4 4 3 2 2 9 6 3 7 3 

(a) As at 30 June 1990 

Note: NESB1 Non-English speaking background, first generation 
, NESB2 Non-English speaking background, second generation. 

PWD People with disabilities 
The Australian Institute of Health has not employed any Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander staff over 
the past two years. 

Staff development 
During the year, m a n y staff a t t ended training courses , workshops , conference 
a n d s e m i n a r s on professional, technical a n d m a n a g e m e n t topics . 

In February . 19 staff took var ious courses p resen ted d u r i n g the S u m m e r 
Program in Social Research Methods a n d Research Technology which w a s 
organised by the Aus t ra l i an Consor t ium for Social a n d Political Resea rch 
Incorporated (ACSPRI). 

15 



Annual report 1989-90 

A fur ther 10 staff m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d a total of 16 external courses o n topics 
varying from q u a n t a tive epidemiology to desk top publ ishing. 
I n - h o u s e t ra in ing concen t ra ted o n the u s e of comput ing facilities a n d 
a s soc i a t ed software. These were conduc ted by bo th Technical Suppor t t ra in ing 
staff a n d o the r Ins t i tu te pe r sonne l wi th specific expert ise. 

Technical Support 
T h e Technica l S u p p o r t sect ion m a n a g e s the Ins t i tu te ' s comput ing a n d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n sys t ems . It provides technical suppor t to use r s , develops 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s for c o m p u t e r equ ipmen t acquisi t ions, develops a n d 
i m p l e m e n t s t h e informat ion technology p lan a n d m a n a g e s the PABX sys tem. 
T h e c o m p u t i n g sys tem compr i ses VAX/VMS compu te r s networked together 
with over 7 0 t e rmina l s a n d a small n u m b e r of personal compute r s . As 
foreshadowed in t h e 1 9 8 8 / 8 9 Annua l Report r e sources were allocated to the 
second s tage o f the c o m p u t e r u p g r a d e to provide addi t ional s torage and power. 

Improved informat ion p rocess ing per formance was provided th rough the 
ins ta l la t ion of a MicroVAX 3 9 0 0 a n d the conversion o f the MicroVAX 3 8 0 0 un i t 
from single l icence opera t ion to m u l t i - u s e r licence provided a n e n h a n c e d 
s ta t i s t ica l ana lys i s capabil i ty. Storage h a s been* expanded a n d a power 
condi t ioner ins ta l led to e n s u r e protect ion of the compute r room equipment . 

A major review of all a spec t s of t h e securi ty of the Inst i tu te ' s information 
hold ings w a s commiss ioned . This w a s conducted by Technology Austral ia in 
conjunc t ion wi th Defence Signals Directorate, A working par ty is now 
examin ing the findings of t h e review. 

Publications and Public Relations 
T h e Publ ica t ions sect ion is t h e Ins t i tu te ' s contac t point for the media a n d the 
genera l pub l i c . It is respons ib le for ma in ta in ing good rela t ions with the media, 
p repa r ing p r e s s re leases a n d liaising with var ious government d e p a r t m e n t s 
a n d agenc ies . It oversees t h e edit ing, p roduct ion a n d dis t r ibut ion of all 
In s t i tu t e pub l i ca t ions , a n d provides editorial a s s i s t ance to the Ins t i tu te ' s 
ex te rna l u n i t s . 

Library 
T h e Library provides a reference a n d resea rch facility primari ly for use by 
Ins t i tu te officers. However, it receives a significant n u m b e r of reference quer ies 
from o u t s i d e the organisa t ion , reflecting a growing awareness o f t h e role t h e 
Ins t i tu te is p laying in the a s sembly a n d product ion of hea l th a n d hea l th related 
informat ion. T h e Aus t ra l i an National University a n d the Royal C a n b e r r a 
Hospi ta l Library h a v e reciprocal borrowing privileges with the Ins t i tu te . 

T h e Library provides special ised r e sea rch facilities a n d services including 
on- l ine a c c e s s to a n u m b e r of d a t a b a s e s including MEDLINE, DIALOG. 
OZL1NE a n d HEALTHNET. It a l so h a s access to ABN (the Aust ra l a n 
Bibliographic Network! a n d URICA (the cata logue of the Aus t ra l ian National 
University). Newly acqui red mate r ia l is catalogued onto HEALTHNET a n d the 
Library h a s con t r ibu ted some u n i q u e holdings to th is network. It is a m e m b e r 
of the free in ter - l ibrary l oans ne twork GRATISNET. 
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Institute Secretariat 
T h e Secre tar ia t is respons ib le for the coordinat ion a n d provision of sec re ta r ia t 
services for t h e Ins t i tu te , t he Board, the Eth ics Commit tee a n d the Nat ional 
Commit tee on Health a n d Vital Stat is t ics , major conferences, mee t ings , a n d 
public consu l ta t ions . 
The Secre tar ia t is the centra l liaison point be tween the Ins t i tu te , t he Minis ter ' s 
Office a n d the Depar tmen t . The Secretar ia t provides executive a s s i s t a n c e o n 
sensitive ma t t e r s affecting the Ins t i tu te Including the development of n e w 
legislation, agreements , unde r t ak ings of confidentiality a n d policy guidel ines . 
It also a s s i s t s in adminis t ra t ion of the provisions of Australian Institute of 
Health Act 1987, the Privacy Act 1988 a n d i ts assoc ia ted Guidel ines for t h e 
Protection of Privacy in the Conduc t of Medical Research , a n d t h e Freedom of 
Information Act 1982. Collaboration with o ther secre ta r ia t s a n d with o the r 
au thor i t ies a n d agencies is a n impor tan t componen t o f t h e Secre tar ia t ' s role. 
In 1989-90 the Secretar ia t organised a n u m b e r of meet ings , consu l t a t ions a n d 
semina r s . The J o i n t Semina r Program, organised by t h e Ins t i tu te in 
collaboration with the Aus t ra l ian National University's Nat ional Cen t r e for 
Epidemiology a n d Populat ion Health (NCEPH), h a s con t inued to provide a full 
p rog ram with a varied range of p resen ta t ions . Fifteen s e m i n a r s In th i s ser ies 
were a r r anged dur ing the year. In addition, two special s e m i n a r s were 
p resen ted . 

External programs 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit 
The National Perinatal Stat is t ics Unit (NPSU) is a n externa l un i t of the i n s t i t u t e 
b a s e d a t t he University of Sydney. 
T h e NPSU con t inued to work with Sta te a n d Territory hea l th d e p a r t m e n t s a n d 
professional g r o u p s to develop nat ional per ina ta l d a t a sys t ems . The na t iona l 
d a t a b a s e on congenital malformations, b e g u n in 1981 , now c o n t a i n s 
information on more t h a n 30 ,000 malformed fe tuses a n d infants . Apar t from 
their u s e for regu la r moni tor ing of congenital malformat ions these d a t a h a v e 
been u s e d to investigate possible c lus ters of malformat ions In different 
regions; to derive nat ional ma te rna l age-specific r a t e s of Down's S y n d r o m e 
a n d other d i sorders in which the re is an addi t ional chromosome; to eva lua te 
the impact of p rena ta l d iagnosis on the incidence of these ch romosomal 
abnormal i t ies a t bir th; a n d to investigate the associat ion be tween h y p o s p a d i a s 
(a developmental anomaly of the penis) a n d m a t e r n a l d r u g exposure in a n 
in terna t ional collaborative s tudy . Other s tud ies of the epidemiology of r a r e 
malformat ions a re also in progress with other m e m b e r s of the In te rna t iona l 
Clear inghouse for Birth Defects Monitoring Sys tems . 
In September , t he Unit 's Director met with m e m b e r s of the p lann ing commi t t ee 
for a National Birth Defects Registry in Singapore a n d p re sen ted a pape r o n 
monitor ing malformat ions to professional g roups . Subsequent ly , two doc to r s 
from Singapore visited Austral ia a n d familiarised themselves with the NPSU's 
monitor ing sys tem. Two genet icis ts from the Phil ippines a n d India, wi th 
similar in te res ts , a lso par t ic ipated in these d i scuss ions . 
In conjunct ion with Homebir th Australia, t he Unit pub l i shed the first 
comprehens ive na t ional repor t on home b i r ths In Austral ia , covering b i r t h s in 
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t h e y e a r s 1985 to 1987. As well, the factors cont r ibut ing to per inata l d e a t h s 
a m o n g h o m e b i r t h s were reviewed by a n expert panel . Fur the r funding i s being 
s o u g h t to c o n t i n u e these activities. 

Ano the r repor t , b a s e d o n d a t a from 22 cen t res t rea t ing infertile couples in 
Aus t ra l i a a n d New Zealand, w a s pub l i shed joint ly with the Fertility Society of 
Aus t ra l ia . It provided a s u m m a r y for 1988 of the t r ea tment cycles and 
labora tory p r o c e d u r e s re la t ing to ass i s t ed conception by in-vitro fertilisation 
a n d game te intra-fal lopian t ransfer (GIFT). Th is repor t also conta ined the 
cumula t i ve exper ience of p r e g n a n c y ou tcome in the decade since these 
m e t h o d s of a s s i s t ed concept ion were first in t roduced . These r e su l t s , and 
analyt ical s t ud i e s of b i r th defects occurr ing after ass i s ted conception, were 
p r e s e n t e d a t conferences In Aust ra l ia a n d Europe . 

T h e Uni t ' s quar te r ly Per inata l Neujslerter con t inues to provide detai ls of 
r epo r t s a n d oil ier publ ica t ions from per inata l da t a g roups a n d re sea rche r s in 
Aus t ra l ia . T h e r epo r t s on IVF a n d GIFT pregnanc ies and on h o m e b i r t h s were 
widely publ ic ised In the media . 

National Injury Surveillance Unit (NISU) 
Tliis new ex te rna l un i t o f t h e Ins t i tu te was es tabl ished a s a successor to the 
t h r ee y e a r Nat ional Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project (NISPP) 
u n d e r t a k e n in conjunct ion wi th the Child Accident Prevention Founda t ion of 
Aus t ra l i a (CAPFA). In J u n e 1989, the Minister for Communi ty Services a n d 
Hea l th h a d a n n o u n c e d t h a t NISU would be funded for tliree years with a 
Nat ional Bet te r Heal th Program g ran t from h i s Depar tment . 

Administration 
An a g r e e m e n t of academic affiliation with the Flinders University School of 
Medicine h a s b e e n proposed a n d formal ratification is expected early in 
1 9 9 0 - 9 1 . 

A Unit Execu rive Commit tee w a s formed a n d m e t for the first t ime in J u n e . The 
commi t t ee cons i s ted of represen ta t ives of the Ins t i tu te , the Depar tmen t of 
C o m m u n i t y Services a n d Heal th , a n d Flinders University, together with t h e 
Acting Manager . 

T h e Unit is now opera t ing u n d e r AIH financial a n d adminis t ra t ive p rocedures . 
F inancia l l i nks wi th CAPFA ceased on 31 May 1990. 

Goals 
T h e goa ls of NISU, a s s t a ted in the grant , a re : 

• t h e deve lopment a n d implementa t ion of a nat ional sampl ing p lan ; 
• t h e deve lopment a n d implementa t ion of a na t ional injury da t a se t a n d 

as soc ia t ed classifications; 
• t h e p romot ion of the expans ion of hea l th -cen t re based survei l lance 

activit ies a n d fostering the development of u se r networks; 
• t h e o rgan i sa t ion a n d c o n d u c t of nat ional injury workshops a imed a t 

s h a r i n g r e s u l t s a n d exper iences In surveil lance a n d intervention; 
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• the provision of inf ras t ruc ture suppor t to S ta te a n d Terri tory b a s e d 
surveil lance activities, including compute r p rog ramming s u p p o r t a n d 
provision of initial t ra ining for surveil lance un i t s (free to those involved 
in the na t iona l sample); 

• analysis a n d d i ssemina t ion of surveil lance s ta t i s t ics inc luding t h e 
product ion of quarter ly a n d a n n u a l publ icat ions , p roduc t ion of ad h o c 
repor ts on specific a spec t s of injury a n d provision of a n ad h o c s ta t is t ical 
service; a n d 

• the promot ion of epidemiological a n d other r e sea r ch into injury. 

Achievements 
NISPP sponsored projects in Accident a n d Emergency D e p a r t m e n t s in a 
sample of hosp i ta l s . These individual Depar tmen t s recorded information o n 
pa t i en t s p resen t ing with a n y k ind of injury. Processing of d a t a took place a t 
regional coding cen t res . NISPP provided software k n o w n a s ISIS for the 
comput ing sys t em used . 
Dur ing the year. Improved ISIS software w a s m a d e available to all u s e r s . Uni t 
staff ass is ted in the insta l la t ion a n d training. 
Following a government to government agreement , ISIS software w a s suppl ied 
to the C a n a d i a n Government . Again, un i t s t a l l ass is ted in the ins ta l la t ion a n d 
t ra ining of u s e r s . 
Preliminary a p p r o a c h e s were received from a universi ty a n d hospi ta l in New 
Zealand regarding access to the ISIS software on the s a m e b a s i s a s t h a t 
supplied to C a n a d a . 
Within Austral ia, sys t ems b a s e d a t Westmead, Gosford, Camperdown . 
Randwlck, Wollongong, Newcastle a n d Gloucester b e c a m e fully opera t ional . 
These coding cen t r e s a r e process ing da t a from fourteen s i tes in New Sou th 
Wales. 

The Gosford coding cent re is also collecting da ta from a n u m b e r of genera l 
pract i t ioners in a way tha t enables the injury record of individual pa t i en t s to be 
s tudied . Identi t ies of pa t i en t s a re n o t recorded a t o ther locat ions, which t h u s 
yield prevalence d a t a only. 

Dental Statistics and Research Unit 
The Dental Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit (DSRU) w a s es tab l i shed to to develop 
the collection of s ta t i s t ics a n d o ther information o n the den ta l hea l th of 
Aus t ra l ians a n d to moni tor the Dental workforce. It completed i ts second yea r 
of operation in March. 
The nat ional a n n u a l den ta l workforce collection now covers seven S ta te s a n d 
Territories a n d will be extended to cover t hem all in 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 . The collection is 
b a s e d on the d a t a set es tabl ished by the Dental Board of Victoria a n d is in line 
with the di rect ions r ecommended by AHMAC for workforce da t a on hea l th 
professions. S t a t e a n d Territory publ ica t ions on denta l pract i t ioner s ta t i s t ics 
a re in p ress , while t h e na t ional workforce report is be ing developed. 
The DSRU is p repa r ing a n inventory of denta l da t a collections to cover oral 
heal th , denta l workforce, den ta l pract ice and u s e of den ta l services. In 
addition, the Uni t h a s become the cus todian of the un i t record files from t h e 
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1 9 8 7 - 8 8 National Oral Health Survey a n d the historical (1977 to 1988) Child 
Denta l Heal th Survey. Both d a t a se t s were formerly processed by the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t of Communi ty Services a n d Health. 
Implemen ta t ion of the redes igned Child Dental Health Survey h a s been 
comple ted for all S t a t e s a n d Terri tories. 

T h e Longi tudinal S t u d y of Labourforce Part icipation and Productivity is one of 
a n u m b e r of s u p p l e m e n t a r y s tud ies which have involved the DSRU with 
follow-up work on the original 1983 collection. The r e su l t s of the s t u d y were 
p re sen ted by t h e Unit to the September 1989 meet ing of the In ternat ional 
Associat ion of Denta l Research (Australia a n d New Zealand Division). 

Another s u p p l e m e n t a r y s tudy being conducted by the Unit is t he 1990 
Workforce S tudy of Oral a n d Maxillofacial Surgeons . The Aust ra l ian a n d New 
Zea land Associat ion of Oral a n d Maxillofacial Surgeons is cont r ibu t ing some 
funds to the s tudy . Work commenced in December 1989 with the development 
of t h e ques t i onna i r e wi th a pilot test being held in March 1990. The d a t a 
collection c o m m e n c e d in May. 

Research into t h e oral hea l th s t a t u s and the den ta l service r equ i rements of the 
elderly forms a n impor t an t componen t o f the DSRU's supp lementa ry s tud ies . 
T h e Unit is involved in the Aust ra l ian Longitudinal S tudy of Ageing pilot 
project, col laborat ing with the Centre for Ageing Studies . It is also h a s an 
involvement in r e s e a r c h examining the social impac t of oral d isorders among 
older a d u l t s be ing conduc ted by Mr Gary Slade a s pa r t of a n NHMRC Public 
Heal th Resea rch a n d Development Fellowship. 

Nurs ing car ies is a specific form of decay of the teeth of infants . T h e Unit 
provided s ta t is t ica l s u p p o r t for a s tudy of n u r s i n g car ies in Adelaide conducted 
by The Universi ty of Adelaide in October a n d November in 1989. 

Dur ing 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 the Uni t h a s h a d considerable interact ion with different 
o rgan i sa t ions a n d the den ta l profession. In par t icular , ongoing cont r ibu t ions 
have b e e n m a d e to ABS d a t a collections. Most notably, the Unit de te rmined the 
final compos i t ion of the den ta l ques t ions in the 1989-90 ABS Aust ra l ian 
Heal th Survey. Denta l i s s u e s have also been covered by the DSRU in recent 
ABS reviews of hea l th s ta t is t ics , popula t ions s tat is t ics a n d projections, 
socioeconomic indices , a n d t h e household survey program. 
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Australian Audit Office Audit Report 

T h e Honourab le the Minister 
for Communi ty Services a n d Health 

Par l iament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2 6 0 0 

Dear Minister 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH 
AUDIT REPORT ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

P u r s u a n t to sub - sec t ion 63M(2) of the Audit Act 1901 , the Aus t ra l ian Institu te 
of Health h a s submi t t ed for aud i t repor t i ts financial s t a t e m e n t s for the year 
ended 30 J u n e 1990. These comprise a s t a t emen t of activity, s t a t e m e n t of 
capital accumula t ion , s t a t e m e n t of a s s e t s a n d liabilities, s t a t e m e n t of sou rces 
a n d appl icat ions of funds, no tes to a n d forming p a r t of t h e financial 
s t a t e m e n t s . 

The s t a t e m e n t s have been p repared in accordance with the policies out l ined h i 
Note 1 to the financial s t a t emen t s a n d in accordance with the Guidel ines for 
Financial S t a t e m e n t s of Commonweal th Enti t ies approved by the Minister of 
F inance . T h e s t a t emen t s are in the form approved by the Minister for F inance 
p u r s u a n t to sub-sec t ion 63M(1) of the Audit Act. A copy of t h e financial 
s t a t emen t s is enclosed for your Information. 

These s t a t emen t s have been aud i ted In conformance with the Aus t ra l i an 
National Audit Office Audit ing S t a n d a r d s which incorporate the Aus t ra l i an 
Auditing S t a n d a r d s . 

In accordance with sub- sec t ion 63M12) of the Audit Act, I now repor t t ha t t he 
s t a t emen t s a re in agreement with the accoun t s a n d records of the Ins t i tu te , 
a n d in my opinion: 

• t he s t a t e m e n t s a re b a s e d on proper accoun t s a n d records , a n d 
• the receipt and expendi ture of moneys , a n d the acquisi t ion a n d disposal . 

of a s se t s , by the Ins t i tu te du r ing the year have b e e n in acco rdance with 
the Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health Act 1987. No moneys were invested by 
the Ins t i tu te dur ing the year. 

Yours sincerely 

R. W. Alfred son 
Executive Director 
Aus t ra l ian National Audit Office 
2 4 J a n u a r y 1991 

21 



Annual report 1989-90 

Financial statements 
For the year ended 30 June 1990 

Certificate 
In our opinion, t h e accompany ing s t a t e m e n t s of t he Austra l ian Ins t i tu te of 
Heal th cons is t ing of: 

• S t a t e m e n t of Activity 
• S t a t e m e n t of Capi tal Accumula t ion 
• S t a t e m e n t of Asse ts a n d Liabilities 

" • S t a t e m e n t of Sources a n d Applications of F u n d s 
• Notes to a n d foiTning p a r t of the Financial S ta t emen t s 

which have b e e n m a d e out in accordance with the Guidelines for Financial 
S t a t e m e n t s of C o m m o n w e a l t h Ent i t ies Issued by the Minister for Finance: 

(i) Show fairly the opera t ions of the Ins t i tu te for the year ended 30 J u n e , 

(ii) Show fairly t h e s ta te of affairs of t h e Ins t i tu te at 30 J u n e . 1990. 
1990 

Peter H Karmel AC, CBE 
C h a i r m a n 
2 2 J a n u a r y 1991 

Dr LR Smi th 
Director 
22 J a n u a r y 1991 
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Finance 

Statement of activity 
For the year ended 30 June 1990 

Revenue 
Parliamentary appropriations 
Parliamentary appropriations for 
capital items transferred to 
Statement of Capital Accumulation 
Grants 
Miscellaneous revenue 
Total operating revenue 

Expenses 
Salaries 
Administration expenses 
Research and development 
Loss on sale of non-current assets 
Assets written off 
Total operating expense 

Operating surplus before provisions 
and unfunded charges 
Aggregate of provisions and unfunded 
charges 
Operating surplus/(deficit) 
Accumulated deficits at beginning of 
financial year 
Accumulated deficits at end of 
financial year 

Notes 

10 

11 

12 

1990 
$ 

4.439,000 

0 

926,030 
257.487 

5,622.517 

2.583.951 
1.409.684 

565.627 
5,299 

116,176 
4,680.737 

941.780 

(617.310) 
324,470 

(725,462) 

(400,992) 

1989 
$ 

4.173.000 

(542,000) 
783.670 
227,859 

4,642.529 

2.305,151 
1.120,720 

737.291 
0 
0 

4.163.162 

479.367 

(610.414) 
(131,047) 

(594.415) 

(725.462) 

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements 
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Statement of capital accumulation 
For the year ended 30 June 1990 

Notes 1990 1989 
$ $ 

13 1.146.267 604.267 

0 542.000 
1.146,267 1.146,267 

Balance at beginning of financial year 
Parliamentary appropriations for capital items 
transferred from Statement of Activity 
Balance at end of financial year 

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements 
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Finance 

Statement of assets and liabilities 
as at 30 June 1990 

Current assets 
Cash 
Receivables 
Other 
Total current assets 
Non-current assets 
Property, plant and equipment 
Total non-current assets 
Total assets 
Current liabilities 
Creditors and borrowings 
Provisions 
Other 
Total current liabilities 
Non-current liabilities 
Provisions 
Total non-current liabilities 
Total liabilities 
Net assets 
Equity 
Capital accumulation 
Accumulated deficits 
Total equity 

Notes 

14 

8 
15 
9 

16 

1990 
$ 

1.722,972 
17.250 

141,565 
1.881,787 

1,343.093 
1.343.093 
3.224.880 

317.681 
381,909 

1.327.534 
2.027.124 

452,481 
452.481 

2.479.605 
745.275 

1,146.267 
(400,992) 
745.275 

1989 
$ 

312.269 
19.006 

127.105 
458.380 

1.041,250 
1.041,250 
1,499.630 

130.741 
335.445 
169.820 
636,006 

442.819 
442.819 

1,078.825 
420,805 

1.146.267 
(725,462) 
420.805 

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements 
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Statement of sources and applications of funds 
For the year ended 30 June 1990 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Sources of funds 
Funds from operations (1) 

Inflows of funds from operations 
Parliamentary appropriations 4,439.000 3,631,000 
Grants 926.030 783,670 
Miscellaneous revenue 257,487 227,859 
Proceeds on sale of fixed assets 2,400 0 

5.624,917 4,642.529 
Outflow of funds on operations (4,683.137) (4,163,162) 

941.780 479,367 
Capital funds from Government 
Parliamentary appropriaUons 0 542,000 

Reduction in assets 
Current assets 

Receivables 1,756 p 
Non-current assets 

Property, plant and equipment 123,875 0 
Increase in liabilities 

Current liabilities 
Other 1,157.714 169,820 
Creditors and borrowings 186.941 O 

2,412,066 1.191,187 
Applications of funds 
Increase in assets 

Current assets 
Cash 1.410,703 186.310 
Receivables 0 12.291 
Other 14,460 116.755 

Non-current assets 
Property, plant and equipment 721,063 657,289 

Reduction in liabilities 
Current liabilities 

Creditors and borrowings 0 72.366 
Other applications of funds 

Annual leave paid 224.832 129,415 
Long service leave paid 29,603 16,761 
3% superannuation paid 11,405 0 

2.412,066 1,191,187 

The accompanying-notes form an Integral part of these" Financial Statements 
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Finance 

Statement of sources and applications of funds 
For the year ended 30 June 1990 
(1) Reconc i l ia t ion of operating result wi th funds from operat ions 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Funds from operations 941.780 479.367 
Less: 
Provisions and unfunded charges (refer Note 11) (617.310) (610,414) 
Operating surplus/(deficit) 324,470 (131,047) 

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these Financial Statements 
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Notes to and forming part of the financial statements 
For the year ended 30 June 1990 
1 S t a t e m e n t of s igni f icant a c c o u n t i n g pol ic ies 

T h e significant a ccoun t i ng policies adopted by the Austral ian Ins t i tu te of 
Heal th a r e s t a t ed to a s s i s t in a general unde r s t and ing of these financial 
s t a t e m e n t s . T h e s e policies h a v e b e e n consistently applied except a s 
o therwise indicated. 

(a) Statutory requirements 
The financial s t a t e m e n t s a r e p repared in accordance with Section 
24(1) of the Australian Institute of Health Act 1987. The form of the 
financial s t a t e m e n t s is in accordance with the Guidel ines for 

- Financial S t a t e m e n t s of Commonweal th Entities Issued by the 
Minister for F inance . 

fb) Basis of a c c o u n t i n g 
The financial s t a t e m e n t s a re prepared on a n accrual account ing 
bas i s , a r e in acco rdance with historical cost principles a n d do no t t ake 
accoun t of chang ing money va lues . 

(c) Income tax 
The Ins t i tu te is exempt from income tax imposed u n d e r any law of the 
Commonwea l th or of a S ta te or Territory by Section 2 6 of the 
Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu t e of Heal th Act 1987. 

(d) Property, p lant and e q u i p m e n t 
Fixed a s se t s , including leasehold improvements , a re depreciated over 
their e s t ima ted useful lives, with depreciat ion commencing from the 
da te of acquis i t ion . The straight- l ine me thod of depreciat ion is u s e d . 
Any ga in or loss o n d isposal of fixed a s se t s is included in the resu l t of 
the Ins t i tu te in t h e yea r of disposal . 
Asse ts va lued at $ 5 0 0 or greater t h a n $500 are capitalised. I tems 
u n d e r $ 5 0 0 a re expensed u n d e r the relevant expense category in the 
year of acquis i t ion. 

Change in a c c o u n t i n g pol icy 
The va lue of a s s e t s acqu i red for less t h a n $500 a n d not wri t ten off in 
previous accoun t ing per iods a m o u n t s to $116 ,176 . 

(e) E m p l o y e e bene f i t s 
These provis ions re la te to a n n u a l leave a n d long service leave a n d have 
been ca lcula ted on the bas i s of pro-ra ta en t i t l ements u n d e r 
appropr i a t e a w a r d s , b a s e d o n cur ren t wages. Long service leave is 
provided for all employees with 10 yea r s or more eligible service or 
after 1 y e a r s service w h e r e the employee h a s a t ta ined the m i n i m u m 
retir ing age . T h e provisions comprise cur ren t a n d n o n - c u r r e n t 
por t ions , t he c u r r e n t provision being the a m o u n t expected to b e paid 
within the n e x t 12 m o n t h s . 
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Finance 

1 S t a t e m e n t of s ignif icant account ing pol ic ies (cont.) 

(f) Superannuat ion benefit 
In accordance with the S u p e r a n n u a t i o n Benefit Act 1988, the 
Ins t i tu te h a s es tabl ished a provision for s u p e r a n n u a t i o n benefits to 
provide for a m o u n t s expected to be paid to employees b a s e d on their 
respect ive ent i t lements . This a r r angemen t is s epa ra t e from the 
Commonweal th S u p e r a n n u a t i o n Scheme (refer Note 2). 
The provision is based o n the relevant employer r a t e of cont r ibu t ion 
applied to the employees ' a n n u a l salary a n d is adj us ted for a n in te res t 
factor. T h e Ins t i tu te is required to finance benefit p a y m e n t s a s they fall 
d u e . 
After providing for the liability accrued d u r i n g the 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 financial 
year ($76,988), the accumula t ed provision a t 3 0 J u n e 1990 
($127,074) was ext inguished. This is b e c a u s e the liability for t h e 3 % 
s u p e r a n n u a t i o n ent i t lements of the Ins t i tu te ' s staff will t ransfer to the 
Ret i rement Benefits Office on 1 Ju ry 1990. The ex t inqu l shmen t Is 
shown in the S ta t emen t of Activity a s a reduc t ion to the i tem 
'Provisions a n d unfunded charges ' (refer Note 7), 

(g) S e g m e n t reporting 
In t e r m s o f the provisions of Aust ra l ian Account ing S t a n d a r d AAS 16; 
Financial Report ing by Segments , the Ins t i tu te ' s activities re la te to a 
single indus t ry , hea l th s ta t is t ics a n d r e sea rch . 

(h) Resources provided free of charge 
The D e p a r t m e n t of Communi ty Services a n d Heal th (DCSH) provides 
adminis t ra t ive suppor t to the Ins t i tu te for the m a i n t e n a n c e of Its 
pe rsonne l records . No charge Is made to the Ins t i tu te for th is service. 

(I) Comparative figures 
On 1 J u n e 1990 the Depar tment of F inance i s sued revised Guidel ines 
for Financial S t a t emen t s of Commonweal th Ent i t ies , which have been 
adopted for 1989-90 . Certain terminology a n d compara t ive a m o u n t s 
have been reclassified to conform with the revised d isc losures 
requi red by those Guidel ines. 

(J) S t a t e m e n t of Capital Accumulat ion 
T h e S ta t emen t of Capital Accumula t ion was revised in accordance 
with Guidel ines for Financial S t a t e m e n t s of Commonwea l th Ent i t ies 
i s sued by the Minister for F inance on 1 J u n e 1990. In prior yea r s th is 
S t a t e m e n t included asse t p u r c h a s e s from bo th opera t ing a n d capi ta l 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , g r a n t s , a n d the ne t ope ra t ing s u r p l u s or deficit 
t r a n s f e r r e d from t h e S t a t e m e n t of Activity. T h e S t a t e m e n t n o w 
inc ludes only capital funds received th rough Appropria t ion Acts 2 a n d 
4, a n d a s s e t s received free of charge from the former Depa r tmen t of 
Heal th. 

2 Superannuat ion 
Staff a t t h e Ins t i tu te contr ibute to the Commonweal th S u p e r a n n u a t i o n 
Scheme . Employer cont r ibut ions are me t by the Commonwea l th . 
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3 Admin i s tra t ion e x p e n s e s 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Advertising 39.970 7.272 
Bank charges 126 (716) 
Committee expenses 45.489 91.156 
Computer maintenance and consumables 182.904 151.733 
Consultancy fees 198.832 84.334 
Freight 8.323 12.819 
Furniture and fittings 10.107 18.585 
Library materials 33.797 21.094 
Motor vehicle hire and maintenance 21.430 13.868 
Office requisites and miscellaneous 77.514 89.767 
Postage • - 29.269 24.981 
Printing and publications 76.092 125.922 
Rent 259.690 203.456 
Repairs and maintenance—building 37.013 34.872 
Repairs and maintenance—office machines 11.439 10,620 
Telephone 70.971 75.408 
Travel 284.283 155.549 
Workers compensation Insurance premium 22.435 0 

1.409.684 1.120,720 

Research and d e v e l o p m e n t 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

National Injury Surveillance and Prevention 
Project .87.748 266,286 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit 161.398 346.154 
Dental Statistics and Research Unit 170.476 114,851 
Other 146.005 10.000 

565.627 737.291 
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5 Cash 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Cash at bank 1.600.503 211.039 
Cash on hand 300 200 
Department of Finance Imprest Account 122.169 101,030 

1.722.972 312.269 

6 Rece ivables 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Interest receivable 17.250 19.006 
17.250 19.006 

7 Current a s s e t s - o ther 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Prepayments 141.565 127.105 
141,565 127.105 

8 Creditors and borrowings 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Creditors 0 0 
Accrued expenses 317.681 130.741 

317.681 130,741 
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9 Current l iabi l i t ies - o ther 
Represented by income received in advance as follows: 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

SECU 325,033 15,804 
AHMAC 17.008 1.412 
NHMRC 3,064 45,473 
RADGAC - 1,801 
NISPP 11.000 85,455 
NCADA 10.763 19.875 
DCSH 417.139 _ 

NBHP 543.527 -
1.327.534 169,820 

Screening Evaluation Coordination Unit (SECU) 

The Institute received funds of $ 7 1 5 , 0 0 0 (1989—$400,000) from DCSH for 
the operation of the SECU until 31 December 1990. The primary roles of 
SECU are to coordinate the national evaluation of breast and cervical 
cancer screening pilot projects and to assist in the development of strategy 
options for nationwide screening programs. The following items for SECU 
have been incorporated into the financial statements: 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Balance at 1 July 1989 15.804 81,120 
Receipts 715.000 400,000 

730.804 481.120 
less expenditure: 

Salaries 240.808 256.492 
Travel 31.142 58.265 
Consultancy fees 9.390 19,630 
Other 124.431 130,929 

405.771 465,316 
Balance at 30 June 1990 325,033 15,804 

1 0 M i s c e l l a n e o u s revenue 
Miscellaneous revenue includes $40 ,429 for comrnissioned research, 
$ 3 8 , 9 7 5 for data and evaluation activities, and contributions of $33 ,000 to 
grant funded projects. 
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11 Provis ions and unfunded charges 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Depreciation of exhaustible assets 295,345 205,443 
Provision for long service leave 86.010 139,415 
Provision for annual leave 286,041 215,658 
Provision for 3% superannuation benefit (refer Note 1(f)) 76.988 49.898 

744,384 610.414 
Abnormal item: transfer of liability for 3% 
superannuation 

(refer Note 1 (0) 
(127.074) — 

617.310 610.414 

12 Accumulated def ic i ts at beg inning of f inancial year 
The figure of ($594,415) in the S t a t emen t of Activity represen t ing t h e 
a c c u m u l a t e d deficit a t t he beginning of t h e 1988—89 financial y e a r h a s 
b e e n ca lcula ted a s follows: 

$ 

Balance at beginning of the financial year _ 

Add: 
Prior years non-current asset purchases funded from operating 
appropriations and grants transferred from Statement of Capital 92.191 
Accumulation 

92.191 
Less: 
Prior years net operating deficiencies transferred from Statement 
of Capital Accumulation (686.606) 

(594.415) 

13 Opening balances in S t a t e m e n t of Capital Accumulat ion 
The figure of $604 ,267 represent ing the ba lance in the S t a t emen t of Capi tal 
Accumula t ion a s a t 1 J u l y 1988 h a s been calculated a s follows: 

$ 
Balance of Statement of Capital Accumulation as at 
1 July 1988 as shown In the 1988-89 
Financial Statements 9,852 
Add: 
Net accumulated deficiencies as at 1 July 1988 
(refer Note 12 for dissection) 594.415 

604,267 
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14 Property, p lant and e q u i p m e n t 

Leasehold Improvements—at cost 
less Accumulated depreciation 

Office equipment—at cost 
less Accumulated depreciation 

Furniture and fittings—at cost 
(ess Accumulated depreciation 

Proceeds on disposal of non-current assets 

I S Provis ions—current 

Annual leave 
I-ong service leave 
3% superannuation 

1 6 Prov i s ions—non-current 

Long service leave 
3% superannuation 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

117.515 ' 87.356 
(74.378) (42.385) 
43,137 44.971 

1,723,769 1.105,621 
(467.561) (244.283) 

1,256.208 • 861.338 

51.333 155,770 
(7,585) (20.829) 

43.748 134.941 
1,343,093 1.041.250 

2.400 -

1990 1989 
, $ $ 

361,909 300.699 
20.000 30.000 

- 4.746 

381,909 335.445 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

452.481 386.074 

- 56.745 
452,481 442.819 
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17 Members remunerat ion 
A total of $ 17,419 (1989 - $ 14,469) was paid to members ofthe Institute in 
accordance with determinations of the Remuneration Tribunal. Included 
in this total are: 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Stipend/sessional fees 16,028 12,545 
Travel allowances 1,391 1.777 
Other - 147 

17,419 14.469 

Disclosed by the number of members receiving 
stipend/sessional fees in the following band: 
$0-$ 10.000 9 4 

18 Auditors remunerat ion 
No fee h a s been charged by the Australian National Audit Office (ANAO) for 
services provided for the year ended 30 J u n e 1990. A notional fee of 
$11 ,545 (1989—$20,916) for audit services has been advised by the ANAO. 

19 C o m m i t m e n t s 
The estimated maximum amount of commitrnents not provided for in the 
accounts as at 30 June 1990 are: 

1990 1989 
$ $ 

Operating lease commitments for office rental 

The Institute has a lease rental agreement with the 
' Australian Capital Territory Department of Health for 

use of office space at Bennett House, Royal Canberra 
Hospital. This lease agreement may be terminated by 
either party giving to the other six months notice In 
writing. The commitment represents 6 months rental 
payable on termination of the lease. 288,750 209.310 

2 0 Cont ingent l iabilities 
The Institute is not aware of any material contingent liabilities at 3 0 J u n e 
1990. 
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Legislation 
Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 
The Ins t i tu te opera tes a s a n Independent s t a tu to ry au thor i ty . T h e Australian 
Institute of Health Act 1987 h a s b e e n a m e n d e d twice — by t h e Community 
Services and Health Legislation Amendment Act 1988 a n d by Par t 2 of t h e 
Community Services and Health Legislation Amendment Act 1989. The 1989 
a m e n d m e n t s s t r eng then the safeguards of confidentiality in sect ion 2 9 b y 
imposing more s t r ingent controls on the re lease of informat ion by t h e Ins t i tu te . 
T h e general effect of the a m e n d m e n t s Is to prevent the d isc losure of 
Information contrary to the condi t ions u n d e r which it w a s suppl ied to t h e 
Ins t i tu te . An unofficial consolidat ion of the Ins t i tu te Act, with the 1989 
a m e n d m e n t s highlighted by bold text, is r eproduced he re . 

Australian Institute of Health Ethics Committee Regulations 
Regulat ions have been m a d e p u r s u a n t to subsec t ions 16(1) a n d (2) of t h e 
Australian Institute of Health Act 1987, prescr ibing the funct ions a n d 
composiUon of the Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th Ethics Commit tee . T h e 
Regulat ions a r e reproduced o n page 57 . 
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Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 
No. 41 of 1987 . . . 

Unofficial consolidation incorporating all amendments by legislation made 
to 30 June 1989 

TABLE OF PROVISIONS 
PART 1-—PRELIMINARY , • 

Sect ion ' 

1. Shor t title '' / . 
2 . C o m m e n c e m e n t 

3 . In te rpre ta t ion 

PART II—AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH • ' . 

Division 1—Establishment, Functions and Powers of Institute 
r 

4 . Es t ab l i shmen t of Ins t i tu te 
5. F u n c t i o n s of Ins t i tu te 
6. Powers of Ins t i tu te 
7. Direc t ions by Minister 

Division 2—Constitution and Meetings of Institute 

8. Cons t i tu t ion of Ins t i tu te 
9 . Act ing m e m b e r s 
10. R e m u n e r a t i o n a n d a l lowances 
1 1 . Leave of a b s e n c e 
12. Res ignat ion 
13 . Te rmina t ion of a p p o i n t m e n t 
14. Disc losure of i n t e r e s t s 
15. Meetings 

Division 3—Committees of Institute 

16. Commi t t ee s 

Division 4—Director of Institute 

17. Director of Ins t i tu te 

18. F u n c t i o n s of Director 

Division 5—Staff 

19. Staff 

PART III—FINANCE 

2 0 . Money to b e appropr i a t ed by Parl iament 
2 1 . E s t i m a t e s 
2 2 . Money of Ins t i tu te 
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2 3 . Cont rac t s 
2 4 . Application of Par t XI of Audit Act 
2 5 . T rus t money a n d t rus t proper ty 
2 6 . Exempt ion from taxation 

PART IV—MISCELLANEOUS 

27 . Delegation by Ins t i tu te 
2 8 . Delegation by Director 
29 : Confidentiality 
30 . Restricted application o f the Epidemiological Studies (Confidentiality) Act 

1981 
3 1 . Periodical repor ts 
32 . Regulat ions 

Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 (As amended) 
No. 41 of 1987 

An Act to establish an Australian Institute of Health, and 
for related purposes 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen, a n d the Sena t e a n d the House of 
Representat ives o f the Commonweal th of Austral ia , a s follows: 

PART 1—PRELIMINARY 

Short title 

1 . This Act m a y be cited a s the Australian Institute of Health Act 1987. 

Commencement 
2 . This Act shal l come into operat ion on a day to be fixed by 

Proclamation. 

Interpretation 

3 . (1) In th is Act, u n l e s s the contrary intent ion appea r s : 

"appoint" inc ludes re-appoint : 
"Chairperson" m e a n s the Chai rperson of the Inst i tute; 
"Director" m e a n s the Director of the Inst i tute; 
"Insti tute" m e a n s the Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health; 
"member" m e a n s a member of the Inst i tute; 
"State Health Minister" means: 

(a) the Minister of the Crown for a State; 
(b) the Minister of the Australian Capital Territory; or 
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(c) t h e Minister of t h e Northern Territory; 
w h o i s responsible , or principally responsible, for the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of m a t t e r s relating t o heal th in the S ta te , t h e 
Austral ian Capital Territory or t h e Northern Territory, as t h e case 
m a y be; 

" t rus t money" m e a n s money received or held by the Ins t i tu te on t rus t ; 
" t r u s t proper ty" m e a n s proper ty received or held by t h e Ins t i tu te on t rus t . 

(2) A reference i n th is Act to the Chai rperson, the Director or a member , 
in re la t ion to a time w h e n a p e r s o n Is ac t ing in the office of Chai rperson, 
Director, o r a member , inc ludes a reference to t h a t person . 

(3) T h e Cha i rpe r son may be referred to a s t h e C h a i r m a n or Chai rwoman, 
a s t h e c a s e r equ i re s . 

PART II—AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF HEALTH 
Division 7—Establishment, Functions and Powers of Institute 

Establishment of institute 
4 . (1) The re is he reby es tabl ished a body to be known a s Uie Aus t ra l ian 

In s t i t u t e of Heal th . 

(2) T h e Ins t i tu te : 

(a) Is a body corpora te wi th perpe tua l success ion; 

fb) sha l l h a v e a c o m m o n seal; a n d 

(c) m a y s u e a n d b e s u e d in i t s corporate n a m e . 

(3) All c o u r t s . Judges a n d pe r sons ac t ing Judicially shall t ake judicial 
not ice of t h e impr in t of the c o m m o n seal of the Ins t i tu te affixed to a d o c u m e n t 
a n d sha l l p r e s u m e t h a t it w a s duly affixed. 

Functions of Institute 
5 . (1) T h e funct ions of t h e Ins t i tu te a re : 

(a) to collect, with t h e ag reement of the Aus t ra l ian Bureau of Sta t is t ics 
a n d , if necessa ry , wi th the B u r e a u ' s ass i s tance , heal th-re la ted 
informat ion a n d s ta t is t ics , whe the r by itself or in associat ion with o ther 
bodies or pe r sons ; 

(b) to p roduce hea l th- re la ted Information a n d s tat is t ics , whe ther by itself 
or in assoc ia t ion wi th o ther bodies or pe rsons ; 

(c) to co-ord ina te the collection a n d produc t ion of heal th-re la ted 
informat ion a n d s ta t i s t ics by other bodies or pe rsons ; 

(d) to provide a s s i s t ance . Including financial ass i s tance , for the collection 
a n d p roduc t ion of heal th- re la ted information a n d s tat is t ics by o ther 
bodies or pe r sons ; 

(e) to develop m e t h o d s a n d u n d e r t a k e s tud ies designed to a s s e s s t h e 
provision, u s e , cost a n d effectiveness of hea l th services a n d hea l th 
technologies; 
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(f) to conduc t a n d promote resea rch Into the hea l th of t h e people of 
Aust ra l ia and their hea l th services; 

(gl to develop, in consu l ta t ion with the Aus t ra l i an B u r e a u of Sta t is t ics , 
specialised statist ical s t a n d a r d s a n d classifications re levant to hea l th 
a n d hea l th services, a n d advise the Bureau on the d a t a to b e u s e d by it 
for the p u r p o s e s of heal th- re la ted s tat is t ics; 

(h) subject to sect ion 29 , to enable r e sea r che r s to have access to 
heal th- re la ted information a n d s tat is t ics held by the Ins t i tu te or b y 
bodies or pe r sons with w h o m con t rac t s or a r r a n g e m e n t s have been 
entered into by the Inst i tute; 

(j) to publ i sh methodological a n d subs tan t ive r epor t s on work carr ied o u t 
by or in associat ion with the ins t i tu te ; 

(k) to m a k e r ecommenda t ions to the Minister on the prevent ion a n d 
t r ea tmen t of d iseases a n d the improvement a n d promot ion of the hea l th 
a n d hea l th awarenes s o f t h e people of Austral ia; a n d 

(m) to do any th ing incidental to any of the foregoing. 

(2) In subsec t ion (1): 

"heal th-related information a n d s tat is t ics" m e a n s information a n d 
s ta t i s t ics collected a n d produced from da t a re levant to hea l th or hea l th 
services; 

"production" m e a n s compilation, analysis a n d d issemina t ion . 

(3) Subsec t ion (1) is n o t in tended to limit t h e funct ions of the Aus t ra l i an 
Bureau of Stat is t ics . 

Powers of Institute 
6. The Ins t i tu te h a s power to do all th ings neces sa ry or convenient to be 

done for or in connect ion with the performance of i ts funct ions and , in 
part icular , h a s power: 

(a) to en te r into con t rac t s or a r r angemen t s , mc lud lng con t rac t s or 
a r r a n g e m e n t s with bodies or pe r sons to perform funct ions on behalf of 
the Inst i tute ; 

(b) to acquire , hold a n d dispose of real or pe rsona l property; 

(c) to occupy, u s e a n d control any land or bui lding owned or held u n d e r 
lease by the Commonweal th a n d m a d e available for the p u r p o s e s of the 
Ins t i tu te ; 

(d) to appoint agen t s a n d a t to rneys a n d act a s a n agen t for o ther pe r sons ; 

(e) to accept gifts, g ran t s , devises and beques t s m a d e to the Ins t i tu te , 
whe ther on t rus t or otherwise, a n d to act a s t rus tee of money or o ther 
proper ty vested in the Ins t i tu te o n t rust ; 
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(f) sub jec t to sect ion 29, to: 

(I) re lease d a t a to o the r bodies or pe rsons ; a n d 

(ii) pub l i sh t h e r e su l t s of any of i ts work; a n d 

(g) to do a n y t h i n g incidenta l to any of i ts powers . 

Directions by Minister 
7. (1) T h e Minister may , after consul ta t ion with the Chai rperson and 

e a c h of t h e S t a t e Heal th Ministers , by notice in writing delivered to t h e 
Cha i rpe r son , give a direct ion to the Ins t i tu te with respect to the performance of 
i ts func t ions or t h e exercise of i t s powers. 

(2) T h e Ins t i tu t e shal l comply with a n y direction given u n d e r subsect ion 
(1). 

Division 2—Constitution and Meetings of Institute 
Constitution of Institute 

8. (1) Subjec t to subsecUon (2), t he Ins t i tu te shall consis t of t h e 
following m e m b e r s : 

(a) t h e Cha i rpe r son ; 

(b) t h e Director; 

(c) 3 m e m b e r s n o m i n a t e d by the Aust ra l ian Health Ministers* Advisory 
Counci l ; 

(d) the Aus t ra l i an Stat is t ic ian; 

(e) t h e Secre ta ry to the Depar tment ; 

(0 a m e m b e r n o m i n a t e d by the Public Health AssociaUon of Austral ia a n d 
New Zealand; 

(g) 3 m e m b e r s n o m i n a t e d by the Minister; 

(h) a m e m b e r n o m i n a t e d by the Consumers ' Health F o r u m of Austral ia . 

(2) If t h e p e r s o n referred to in pa rag raph (1) (d) or (e) is no t available to 
serve a s a m e m b e r o f the Ins t i tu te , t ha t person shall nomina te a pe rson to be a 
m e m b e r of t h e Ins t i tu t e in lieu of himself or herself. 

(3) T h e pe r fo rmance o f the functions, or the exercise of the powers , o f the 
In s t i t u t e is n o t affected by r ea son only of: 

(a) a vacancy in the office of a member referred to in pa r ag raph (1) (a), (b) or 

(b) the n u m b e r of m e m b e r s referred to in pa rag raph (c) or (g) falling below 3 
for a per iod of n o t more t h a n 6 m o n t h s . 

(c) a vacancy in the office of the member referred to In pa r ag raph (1) (d) or 
(e) or t h e m e m b e r (If any) nomina ted in lieu of tha t member u n d e r 
subsec t ion (2). 
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(4) The following subsec t ions have effect in relat ion to a m e m b e r o ther 
t h a n a member referred to in pa rag raph (1J fb), (d) or (e). 

(5) Subject to th is section, a m e m b e r shall b e appoin ted by t h e 
Governor-General , a n d shall be appointed on a full-time or pa r t - t ime b a s i s for 
s u c h period, no t exceeding 3 years , a s is specified in the i n s t r u m e n t of 
appo in tment . 

(6) A pe r son who h a s a t ta ined the age of 6 5 yea r s shall n o t hold office a s a 
member on a full-time bas i s . 

(7) A member holds office on s u c h t e rms a n d condi t ions (If any) In respec t 
of m a t t e r s n o t provided for by th is Act a s a r e de te rmined by t h e 
Governor-General . 

(8) T h e appo in tmen t of a member is no t invalid b e c a u s e of a defect or 
irregularity In connect ion with the member ' s nomina t ion or appo in tmen t . 

Acting members 
9 . (1) T h e Minister may appoin t a pe rson to act in the office of 

Chai rperson, of Director, or of member (other t h a n the Cha i rpe r son or 
Director): 

(a) d u r i n g a vacancy In the office, whe the r or no t an appo in tmen t h a s 
previously been m a d e to the office: or 

(b) du r ing any period, or du r ing all per iods, when the holder of the office is 
a b s e n t from du ty or from Austral ia or is, for any o ther reason , unab l e to 
perform the functions of the office; 

b u t a pe rson appoin ted to act du r ing a vacancy shal l n o t con t inue so to ac t for 
more than 12 m o n t h s . 

(2) A p e r s o n may resign appo in tmen t u n d e r th is section by I n s t r u m e n t in 
writing delivered to the Minister. 

(3) An appo in tmen t may be expressed to have effect only in s u c h 
c i r cums tances a s a re specified in the i n s t r u m e n t of appo in tment . 

(4) The Minister may: 

(a) de te rmine the t e rms a n d condit ions of appo in tment . Including 
r emune ra t i on a n d al lowances, if any. of a p e r s o n ac t ing u n d e r 
subsec t ion (1); a n d 

(b) t e rmina te s u c h a n appo in tmen t a t any t ime. 

(5) Where a pe rson is act ing in an office a n d the office becomes vacan t 
while t h a t pe r son is so acting, then , subject to subsec t ion (3). the p e r s o n m a y 
cont inue so to act unti l the Minister otherwise di rects , the vacancy is filled or a 
period of 12 m o n t h s from the da te on which the vacancy occurred expires , 
whichever first h a p p e n s . 

(6) While a pe rson is act ing in an office, the person h a s a n d m a y exercise 
all the powers , a n d shall perform all t he functions a n d dut ies , of the holder of 
the office. 
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(7) Anything done by or In relat ion to a pe rson purpor t ing jlo ac t unde r 
th i s sec t ion i s no t invalid by reason only tha t : 

(a) t h e occasion for the appo in tmen t of the person h a d not ar isen; 
r 

(b) the re w a s a defect or irregulari ty in or in connect ion with the 
appo in tmen t ; 

(c) t h e appo in tmen t h a d ceased to have effect; or 

(d) t h e occasion for the p e r s o n to act h a d no t a r i sen or h a d ceased. 

Remuneration and allowances 
1 0 . (1) Unless o therwise prescr ibed, a member shall be paid s u c h 

r e m u n e r a t i o n a s is de te rmined by the Remunera t ion Tr ibunal . 

(2) A m e m b e r shall b e paid s u c h al lowances a s are prescribed. 

(3) This secUon h a s effect subject to the Remuneration Iribunals Act 
1973. 

Leave of absence 
1 1 . The Minister may g ran t leave of absence to a member on s u c h t e rms 

a n d condi t ions a s to r e m u n e r a t i o n or otherwise a s the Minister de te rmines . 

Resignation 
1 2 . A m e m b e r m a y res ign by i n s t r u m e n t in writing delivered to the 

G over n o r -G eneral . 

Termination of appointment 
1 3 . (1) T h e Governor-Genera l may t e rmina te the appo in tmen t of a 

m e m b e r b e c a u s e of misbehav iour or physical or men ta l Incapacity. 

(2) If a member : 

(a) b e c o m e s b a n k r u p t , appl ies to t ake the benefit of any law for the relief of 
b a n k r u p t or insolvent deb tors , c o m p o u n d s with credi tors or ass igns 
r e m u n e r a t i o n for their benefit; 

(b) wi thou t r ea sonab le excuse , cont ravenes section 14; 

(c) be ing a full-time m e m b e r who is pa id r emuneraUon u n d e r th i s Part : 

(i) engages in pa id employment outs ide h i s or her du t ies wi thout t h e 
consen t of t h e Minister; or 

(ii) i s a b s e n t from duty , wi thout leave by the Minister for 14 
consecut ive d a y s or for 28 days In any period of 12 months ; or 

(d) be ing a pa r t - t ime member , is absent , wi thout leave by the Minister, 
from 3 consecut ive meet ings o f t h e Inst i tute; 

t h e Governor-Genera l m a y t e rmina te the appoin tment of the member . 
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(3) Where: 
(a) a member h a s been appoin ted u n d e r p a r a g r a p h 8(lJ(c) or (0 or 

subsec t ion 8(2) on the nomina t ion of a body or p e r s o n referred to in t h a t 
pa r ag raph or subsect ion , a s the case may be, a n d the body or p e r s o n 
notifies the Minister in writing t h a t the nomina t ion is wi thdrawn; or 

(b) a m e m b e r h a s been appoin ted u n d e r p a r a g r a p h 8(l)(g) o n the 
nomina t ion of the Minister a n d the Minister wi thdraws h i s or h e r 
nominat ion of the member ; 

the Governor-General may t e rmina te the appo in tmen t of the member . 

Disclosure of interest 
14. (1) A member who h a s a direct or Indirect in teres t , pecun ia ry or 

otherwise, in a ma t t e r be ing considered or abou t to be cons idered by t h e 
Inst i tute , being a n in teres t t h a t would conflict with the p roper per formance of 
the member ' s funcUons in relation to the considerat ion of the mat ter , shall , a s 
soon a s pract icable after the relevant facts have come to the knowledge of t h e 
member, disclose the n a t u r e of the in teres t a t a meet ing of the Ins t i tu te . 

(2) A disc losure u n d e r subsec t ion (1) shall be recorded in the m i n u t e s of 
the meeting. 

(3) This sect ion does no t apply to a n Interest of a member referred to in 
pa rag raph 8(1 )(c) or (0 or (a) or a m e m b e r nomina ted u n d e r subsec t ion 8(2), 
being an in teres t t h a t the member h a s by reason only of hav ing b e e n 
nomina ted by a body or pe rson referred to in tha t p a r a g r a p h or subsec t ion . 

Meetings 
1 5 . (1) Subject to th is section, meet ings of the Ins t i tu te sha l l be held a t 

s u c h t imes a n d places a s the Ins t i tu te de te rmines . 

(2) The Ins t i tu te shall mee t a t least once every 4 m o n t h s . 

(3) T h e Chai rperson: 

(a) may a t any time convene a meeting; a n d 

(b) shall convene a meet ing o n receipt of a wri t ten r eques t s igned by n o t 
fewer t h a n 3 m e m b e r s . 

(4) The Minister may convene s u c h meetings a s the Minister cons ide r s 
necessary. 

(5) At a meet ing: 

(a) if t he Chai rperson is present , t he Chai rperson shal l pres ide; 

(b) If the Cha i rperson Is absen t , the member s p re sen t shall appo in t one of 
their n u m b e r to preside; 

(c) a majority of the member s for the time being cons t i tu te a q u o r u m ; 
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(d) all ques t i ons shall b e decided by a majority of the votes of the m e m b e r s 
p r e s e n t a n d voting; a n d 

(e) t h e m e m b e r p res id ing h a s a deliberative vote and , if necessary, a lso h a s 
a cas t ing vote. 

(6) - T h e Ins t i tu t e shal l keep minu te s of i ts proceedings. 

(7) The Ins t i tu t e shal l regula te the procedure of i ts meetings a s it t h inks 
fit. 

Division 3—Committees of Institute 

Committees 
16. (1) T h e Ins t i tu te shal l appoint a commit tee to be known a s the 

Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th Eth ics Commit tee . 

(2) T h e funct ions a n d composit ion of the Ethics Committee shall be a s 
p resc r ibed . 

(3) Regula t ions shal l n o t be m a d e for the pu rpose of subsect ion (2) except 
i n a c c o r d a n c e with a r ecommenda t ion of the National Health a n d Medical 
Resea rch Counci l . 

(4) T h e Ins t i tu te m a y appoin t s u c h o ther commit tees a s it t h inks fit to 
a s s i s t it in performing i t s funct ions . 

(5) The funct ions a n d composi t ion of a commit tee appointed u n d e r 
subsec t ion (4) shal l b e a s de te rmined from time to time in writing by the 
Ins t i t u t e . 

(6) T h e succeed ing subsec t ions of th is section apply In re la t ion to a 
commit tee appo in ted u n d e r subsec t ion (1) or (4). 

(7) T h e m e m b e r s of a commit tee may inc lude member s of the Ins t i tu te . 

(8) A m e m b e r of a commit tee holds office for s u c h period a s is specified in 
t h e i n s t r u m e n t of appo in tmen t . 

(9) A m e m b e r of a commit tee may resign by i n s t r u m e n t in writing 
delivered to the Ins t i t u t e . 

(10) Except where the Minister otherwise directs in writing, a member of a 
commit tee sha l l b e pa id s u c h r emunera t ion a s is de termined by t h e 
R e m u n e r a t i o n T r ibuna l . 

(11) A m e m b e r of a commit tee (other t h a n a member of the Inst i tute) shall 
be pa id s u c h a l lowances a s a r e prescr ibed. 

(12) Subsec t i ons (9) a n d (10) have effect subject to the Remuneration 
Tribunals Act 1973. 

46 



Legislation 

(13) Sect ion 14 appl ies in re la t ion to a commit tee a s if: 

(a) references in tha t sect ion to a member were references to a m e m b e r of 
the commit tee; a n d 

(b) references in t h a t sect ion to the Ins t i tu te were references to t h e 
commit tee . 

Division 4—Director of Institute 
Director of Institute 

17. (1) There shall be a Director of the Ins t i tu te . 

(2) T h e Director shall be appointed b y the Minister o n t h e 
recommenda t ion of the Ins t i tu te . 

(3) The Director shall be appoin ted on a full-time or pa r t - t ime b a s i s for 
s u c h period, n o t exceeding 5 years , a s is specified in the i n s t r u m e n t of 
appoin tment . 

(4) A pe r son who h a s a t ta ined the age of 6 5 yea r s shall no t b e appoin ted 
a s Director a n d a pe r son shall n o t b e appointed a s Director for a per iod t h a t 
ex tends beyond the da t e on which he or she will a t t a in the age of 6 5 y e a r s . 

(5) T h e Director holds office on s u c h t e rms a n d condiUons (if any) in 
respect of m a t t e r s no t provided for by th is Act a s a re de te rmined by t h e 
Minister 

(6) The appo in tmen t of the Director is not invalid b e c a u s e of a defect or 
irregularity in connect ion with the appo in tmen t or the r ecommenda t i on by t h e 
Inst i tute . 

(7) The Director shall no t be p re sen t dur ing a n y deliberat ion, or t ake p a r t 
in a n y decision, of the Ins t i tu te with respec t to the appo in tmen t of t h e Director. 

(8) Sect ions 11 a n d 14 apply to the Director. 

(9) Sect ions 12 a n d 13 apply to the Director a s if references in t hose 
sect ions to the Governor-General were references to the Minister. 

Functions of Director 
18. (1) T h e Director shall m a n a g e the affairs of the Ins t i tu te subjec t to 

the direct ions of, a n d in accordance with policies de te rmined by. t h e Ins t i tu te . 

(2) All ac t s a n d th ings done in the n a m e of, or on behalf of, t he Ins t i tu te by 
the Director shall b e deemed to have been done by t h e Ins t i tu te . 

Division 5—Staff 

Staff 
19. (1) The staff required for the purposes of th is Act shal l b e — 

(a) pe r sons appoin ted or employed under the Public Service Act 1922; a n d 
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(2) T h e Director h a s all t he powers of a Secretary u n d e r the Public Service 
Act 1922, so far a s those powers re la te to the b r a n c h of the Public Service 
compr i s ing t h e staff referred to in p a r a g r a p h (l)(a), a s if t ha t b r a n c h were a 
s e p a r a t e D e p a r t m e n t of the Public Service. 

(3) T h e Ins t i tu t e m a y engage a s advisers or consu l t an t s pe r sons having 
su i tab le qualif ications a n d experience. 

(4) T h e t e r m s a n d condi t ions of appo in tmen t or employment of m e m b e r s 
o f t h e staff referred to in p a r a g r a p h (l)(b) a re s u c h a s a re de termined by the 
Ins t i tu t e with the approval o f t h e Public Service Board. 

(5) The t e r m s a n d condi t ions of engagement of advisers or consu l t an t s 
a r e s u c h a s a r e de t e rmined by the Ins t i tu te . 

PART III—FINANCE 
Money to be appropriated by Parliament 

2 0 . (1) The re is payable to the Ins t i tu te s u c h money a s is appropr ia ted by 
t h e Pa r l i amen t for t h e p u r p o s e s of t h e Ins t i tu te . 

(2) T h e Minister for F inance may give direct ions a s to the m e a n s in which, 
a n d t h e t imes a t which , money referred to in subsect ion (1) is to be pa id to the 
Ins t i t u t e . 

Estimates 
2 1 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te shal l : 

(a) p r e p a r e e s t ima te s of t h e receipts a n d expendi ture of the Ins t i tu te in 
s u c h form a s the Minister d i rects for: 

(i) e a c h financial year ; a n d 

(il) a n y o the r period specified by the Minister; a n d 

(b) lodge e s t i m a t e s with the Minister within s u c h time a s the Minister 
d i rec ts . 

(2) E s t i m a t e s u n d e r sect ion (1) shall not include e s t ima tes of receipts or 
expend i tu re of t r u s t money . 

(3) T h e m o n e y o f the Ins t i tu te , o ther t h a n t rus t money, shall b e expended 
only in a c c o r d a n c e wi th e s t ima te s approved by the Minister. 

Money of Institute 
2 2 . (1) T h e m o n e y of the Ins t i tu te cons i s t s of: 

(a) m o n e y pa id to t h e Ins t i tu te u n d e r section 20; a n d 

(b) a n y o ther money, o ther t h a n t r u s t money, paid to the Ins t i tu te . 

(2) The money of the Ins t i tu te shall be applied only: 
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(a) In p a y m e n t or d ischarge of the expenses , charges , obligations a n d 
habilitJes incur red or u n d e r t a k e n by the Ins t i tu te in the pe r fo rmance of 
its funct ions a n d the exercise of i ts powers; 

(b) in p a y m e n t of r emune ra t i on a n d al lowances payable u n d e r th i s Act; 
a n d 

(c) in m a k i n g any other p a y m e n t s requ ired or permi t ted to b e m a d e by t h e 
Ins t i tu te . 

Contracts 
2 3 . The Ins t i tu te shall not , except with the wri t ten approval of the 

Minister: 

(a) en te r into a cont rac t involving the payment or receipt by the Ins t i tu te of 
an a m o u n t exceeding $200 ,000 or s u c h h igher a m o u n t a s is 
prescribed; or 

(b) en te r in to a lease of l and for a period of 10 yea r s or more . 

Application of Part XI of Audit Act 
2 4 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te is a publ ic author i ty to which Division 3 of Par tXI of 

the Audit Act 1901 applies . 

(2) A repor t p repared u n d e r section 63M of the Audit Act 1901 (as t h a t 
section applies by vir tue of subsect ion (1)) shall, in respect of each direct ion 
given u n d e r subsec t ion 7(1) tha t Is applicable to the period to which the r epor t 
re la tes , include: 

(a) pa r t i cu la r s of the direction; or 

(b) where the Ins t i tu te cons iders tha t the par t i cu la r s con ta in information 
concerning a pe r son or a re of a confidential na tu r e—a s t a t e m e n t t h a t a 
direction w a s given. 

Trust money and trust property 
2 5 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te : 

(a) shall pay t rus t money Into an account or a c c o u n t s referred to in 
subsec t ion 63J(1) of the Audit Act 1901 (as t h a t subsec t ion appl ies by 
vir tue of subsec t ion 24(1)) containing n o money o ther t h a n t r u s t 
money; 

(b) shall apply or deal with t r u s t money a n d t r u s t proper ty only in 
accordance with t h e powers a n d dut ies of the Ins t i tu te a s t rus tee ; a n d 

(c) may only invest t r u s t money: 

(i) in any m a n n e r in which the Ins t i tu te is au thor i sed to Invest the 
money by the t e rms of the t rus t ; or 
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(2) Sec t ions 6 3 K a n d 63Lof the AuditAcl 1901 (as those sections apply by 
v i r tue of subsec t ion 24(1)) h a v e effect a s if: 

(a) a reference in t hose sec t ions to moneys included a reference to t rus t 
money: 

(b) a reference in t hose sec t ions to t r ansac t ions or to t r ansac t ions and 
affairs inc luded a reference to t ransac t ions , or to t r ansac t ions and 
affairs, re la t ing to t r u s t money or to t r u s t property; a n d 

(cl a reference in t hose sec t ions to a s se t s included a reference to t rus t 
proper ty . 

Exemption from taxation 
2 6 . The income, proper ty a n d t r ansac t ions of the Ins t i tu te are n o t subject 

to taxat ion (including taxat ion u n d e r the Batik Account Debits Tax Act 1982) 
u n d e r a n y law of the Commonwea l th or of a S ta te or Territory. 

PART IV—MISCELLANEOUS 
Delegation by Institute 

2 7 . (1) T h e Ins t i tu te may, ei ther generally or a s otherwise provided by 
the i n s t r u m e n t of delegation, by writing u n d e r i ts common seal: 

(a) delegate to a member ; 

(b) delegate to a m e m b e r of the staff of the Inst i tute; a n d 

(c) wi th the approval of the Minister—delegate to a n y other pe r son or body; 
all or a n y of Ure Ins t i tu te ' s powers or funcUons u n d e r this Act, other t h a n this 
power of delegat ion. 

(2) A power or function so delegated. w h e n exercised or performed by t h e 
delegate, shal l , for the p u r p o s e s of th is Act, be deemed to have been exercised 
or per formed by t h e Ins t i tu te . 

(3) A delegation does n o t prevent the exercise of a power or per formance 
of a function by the Ins t i tu te . 

Delegation by Director 
2 8 . (1) T h e Director may, e i ther generally or a s otherwise provided by the 

i n s t r u m e n t of delegation, by i n s t r u m e n t in writing: 

(a) delegate to a member ; 

(b) delegate to a m e m b e r of the staff of the Inst i tute: or 

(c) with the approval of the Minister—delegate to any other pe rson or body; 
all or a n y of the Director 's powers a n d functions u n d e r th is Act. o ther t h a n th is 
power of delegat ion. 

(2) A power or function so delegated, when exercised or performed by the 
delegate, shall , for the p u r p o s e s of this Act, be deemed to have been exercised 
or performed by the Director. 
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(3) A delegation does no t prevent the exercise of a power o r pe r fo rmance 
of a function by the Director. 

Confidentiality 
2 9 . (1) Subject to this section, a p e r s o n (in th is subsec t ion called 

"informed person") who h a s : 

(a) any information concerning ano the r pe r son (which p e r s o n is in th i s 
sect ion called a n "information subject"), being information acqui red by 
the informed person b e c a u s e of: 

(i) holding a n office, engagement or appo in tmen t , or be ing employed, 
u n d e r th is Act; 

(ii) performing a du ty or function, or exercising a power, u n d e r or in 
connect ion with th is Act; or 

(iii) doing any act or th ing u n d e r a n agreement or a r r a n g e m e n t 
entered into by the Inst i tute; or 

(b) any documen t relat ing to ano the r pe rson (which pe r son is in tills 
sect ion also called a n "information subject"), be ing a d o c u m e n t 
furnished for the p u r p o s e s of this Act; 

shall not, except for the p u r p o s e s of this Act, e i ther directly or indirectly: 

(c) m a k e a record of any of t h a t information or divulge or c o m m u n i c a t e a n y 
of tha t information to any pe r son (Including a n information subject); 

(d) p roduce tha t d o c u m e n t to any person (including a n information 
subject); or 

(e) be required to divulge or communica te any of t h a t information to a 
cour t or to p roduce t h a t d o c u m e n t in a cour t . 

Penalty: $2 ,000 or impr i sonment for 12 m o n t h s , or bo th . 

(2) Nothing in th is section prohibi ts : 

(a) a pe rson from divulging or communica t ing information, or p roduc ing a 
document , to the Minister if it does not identify a n information subject; 

(b) a person from divulging or c o m m u n i c a t i n g information, or 
producing a document , t o a person spec i f ied in writing b y t h e 
person (in th i s subsec t ion cal led t h e ' information provider') who 
divulged or c o m m u n i c a t e d the Information, or produced t h e 
d o c u m e n t , direct ly to the Inst i tute; 

(c) a person from divulging or c o m m u n i c a t i n g information, or 
producing a document , to a person spec i f ied in writ ing by t h e 
Australian Inst i tute of Health Ethics C o m m i t t e e if t o do s o is n o t 
contrary to t h e writ ten t erms and cond i t ions (if any) upon which 
t h e information provider divulged or c o m m u n i c a t e d t h e 
information, or produced the document , direct ly t o t h e Inst i tute; 
or 
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(d) t h e publ icat ion of conc lus ions based on s ta t i s t i c s derived from, or 
of part iculars of procedures used in, the work of the Inst i tute , if: 

(i) t o do s o i s n o t contrary to t h e writ ten t erms and condi t ions (if 
any) upon which an Information provider divulged or 
c o m m u n i c a t e d information relevant to the publication, or 
produced a d o c u m e n t relevant t o the publication, direct ly t o 
t h e Ins t i tu te ; and 

(11) t h e publ icat ion d o e s not identify the information subject . 

(3) A pe r son to w h o m information is divulged or communica ted , or a 
d o c u m e n t is p roduced , u n d e r pa r ag raph (2)(a),(b) or (c), a n d any pe r son u n d e r 
t h e cont ro l of t h a t p e r s o n is , in respect of tha t information or document , 
sub jec t to s u b s e c t i o n (1) a s if t he person were a person exercising powers , or 
per forming d u t i e s or funct ions, u n d e r th is Act a n d h a d acquired the 
informat ion or d o c u m e n t in the exercise of those powers or the performance of 
t hose du t i e s or funct ions . 

(4) In th is sect ion: 

(a) "court" inc ludes a n y t r ibuna l , author i ty or person having power to 
r equ i re the p roduc t i on of d o c u m e n t s or the answer ing of ques t ions ; 

(b) "person" inc ludes a body or associat ion of pe r sons , w h e t h e r 
incorpora ted or not , and a l so includes: 

(i) in t h e c a s e of an information provider—a body polit ic; or 

(ii) in t h e c a s e of an information subject—a deceased person; 

(c) "produce" inc ludes pe rmi t access to; 

(d) "publication", in re la t ion to conclusions, s ta t is t ics or par t icu lars , 
i nc ludes : 

(i) t he divulging or communica t ion to a cour t of the conclus ions , 
s ta t i s t i cs or pa r t i cu la r s ; and 

(ii) t i le p roduc t ion to a cour t of a document conta in ing the 
conc lus ions , s ta t i s t ics or par t iculars ; a n d 

(e) a reference to informat ion concerning a pe rson includes : 

(i) a reference to information a s to the whereabouts , exis tence or 
non-ex i s tence of a document concerning a person; a n d 

(ii) a reference to information identifying a pe rson or body providing 
informat ion concern ing a person . 

Restricted application of the Epidemiological Studies (Confidentiality) Act 1981 
3 0 . (1) The Epidemiological Studies (Confidentiality) Act 1981 (In this 

sec t ion called t h e "Confidentiality Act") does not apply to any th ing done in the 
exercise of a power or pe r fo rmance of a function unde r this Act. 
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(2) Notwi ths tanding the Confidentiality Act. a pe r son who h a s ass i s ted , 
or is ass is t ing in, t he conduc t of a prescr ibed s tudy or a n epidemiological s t u d y 
may, a t the wri t ten reques t of the ins t i tu te : 

(a) communica te to the Ins t i tu te any Information acqui red by t h e p e r s o n 
because of having ass is ted , or assist ing, in the conduc t of t ha t s tudy: 
a n d 

(b) give the Ins t i tu te access to d o c u m e n t s p r epa red or obta ined in the 
conduc t of tha t s tudy. 

(3) It is a defence to a prosecut ion unde r the Confidentiality Act if it is 
es tabl ished t h a t the information was communica ted or access to a d o c u m e n t 
was given, a s the case may be, in accordance with a wri t ten r eques t by the 
Ins t i tu te . 

(4) In th is section: 

(a) "epidemiological study" h a s the s a m e mean ing a s In the Confidentiality 
Act: a n d 

(b) "prescribed s tudy" h a s the s ame meaning a s in the Confidentiality Act. 

Periodical reports 
3 1 . (1) The Ins t i tu te shall p r epa re and , a s soon a s pract icable , a n d in 

any event wi thin 6 m o n t h s : 

(a) after 31 December 1987—shall submi t to the Minister a hea l th repor t 
for the period commencing on the commencemen t of th is Act a n d 
ending on t h a t date : and 

fb) after 31 December 1989 a n d every second 31 December 
thereafter—shall submi t to the Minister a hea l th repor t for the 2 yea r 
period ending on tha t 31 December. 

(2) The Ins t i tu te may a t any time submi t to the Minister: 

(a) a hea l th repor t for any period; or 

(b) a repor t in respect of any ma t t e r relat ing to the exercise of the powers , or 
the per formance of the functions, of the Ins t i tu te or i ts commi t tees 
unde r this Act. 

(3) A hea l th repor t shall provide: 

(a) s tat is t ics a n d related information concerning the hea l th of the people of 
Austral ia; a n d 

(b) an out l ine of the development of heal th-re la ted Information a n d 
s ta t is t ics by the Inst i tute , whe ther by itself or In associa t ion with o the r 
persons or bodies; 
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(4) The Minister shal l c a u s e a copy of a report submi t ted unde r 
subsec t ion (1) to b e laid before each House of the Par l iament within 15 sitting 
d a y s of t h a t House after t h e day on which the Minister receives the report . 

(5) The Minister m a y c a u s e a copy of a report submi t ted unde r 
s u b s e c t i o n (2) to b e laid before each House of the Parl iament . 

Regulations 
3 2 . The Governor-Genera l may m a k e regulat ions, not incons is ten t with 

th i s Act, p rescr ib ing m a t t e r s requ i red or permit ted by this Act to be prescr ibed. 
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Australian Institute of Health 
Ethics Committee Regulations 

Citation 
1. These Regulations may be cited ~s the Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Health 

Eth ics Commit tee Regulat ions. 

Interpretation 
2 . In these Regulations, un less the contrary intent ion a p p e a r s : 

"Ethics Committee" m e a n s the Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th Ethics 
Commit tee referred to in subsec t ion 16(1) of the Act; 
"the Act" m e a n s the Australian Institute of Health Act 1987. 

Functions 
3 . The functions of the Ethics Commit tee are : 

(a) to form an opinion a s to the acceptability or otherwise, on ethical 
g rounds , of: 

(i) activities tha t a re being, or it is proposed will be . engaged in by the 
Ins t i tu te in the performance of i ts functions; a n d 

(11) activities tha t a re being, or it is p roposed will be , engaged in by 
o ther bodies or pe r sons in associat ion with, or with the a s s i s t ance 
of, the Ins t i tu te in the performance of i ts functions; 

having regard, in addition to any other m a t t e r s t ha t the Ethics 
Commit tee considers to be relevant, to the Declarat ion of Helsinki 
adopted by t h e 18th World Medical Assembly, Helsinki. Finland. 1964. 
a s revised by the 29 th World Medical Assembly, Tokyo, J a p a n , 1975 
a n d to any relevant ethical principles a n d s t a n d a r d s formulated or 
adopted by the National Health a n d Medical Research Council; 

(b) where appropr ia te , to revise a n opinion so formed or to form a n o t h e r 
opinion; 

(c) to inform the Ins t i tu te from time to time o f the opinions so formed or a s 
revised a n d its r ea sons for forming or revising those opinions; and 

(d) to provide a wri t ten a n n u a l report of the Eth ics Commit tee ' s opera t ions 
to the Ins t i tu te . 

Composition 
4. The Ethics Commit tee shall consis t o f t h e following m e m b e r s : 

(a) the Director of the Ins t i tu te or h is or her nominee ; 

(b) a p e r s o n who is a g radua te in medicine of a university a n d h a s 
pos t -g radua te medical research experience; 

(c) a person who is a g radua t e In a social science of a university, college of 
advanced educa t ion or similar inst i tut ion a n d h a s pos t -g radua te 
r e sea rch experience in a social science; 
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(d) a pe r son who is the n o m i n e e of the Registrar of Bir ths, Dea ths and 
Marr iages In the Aus t ra l i an Capital Territory a n d of the officer of each 
S ta te a n d the Nor the rn Terri toiy who h a s the responsibili ty in tha t 
S t a t e or Terri tory of regis ter ing b i r ths , d e a t h s a n d marr iages; 

(e) a minis ter of religion; 

(f) a pe r son w h o is a barr i s ter , a solicitor, a bar r i s te r a n d solicitor or a legal 
pract i t ioner , of the High Cour t or of the S u p r e m e Cour t of a State or 
Territory; a n d 

(g) a m a n a n d a w o m a n , ne i the r of whom is a member or employee of the 
Ins t i tu te a n d each of w h o m is able to represen t general communi ty 
a t t i tudes ; 

o n e of w h o m shall be appo in ted cha i rperson by the Inst i tute . 
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AIH committees 
Australian Institute of Health Ethics Committee 
The functions a n d activities of the Eth ics Commit tee a re descr ibed In the 
following extract from its repor t to the C h a i r m a n of the Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of 
Health. 

Extracts from the report of the Ethics Committee to the Chairman, 
Australian Institute of Health 
The Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health Eth ics Coinmittee Is responsible for 

1. forming a n opinion a n d informing the Ins t i tu te o n the acceptabil i ty or 
otherwise, on ethical g rounds , of activities engaged In by the Ins t i tu te or 
with which it is in any way associated; and 

2 . providing a wri t ten a n n u a l repor t to the Ins t i tu te . 

This Is its first report and , a s such , a descript ion of the e s t ab l i shmen t a n d 
development of the Commit tee will be recorded in addi t ion to a n a c c o u n t of t h e 
specific t a sks accompl ished. 

A s u m m a r y of i ts s t ewardsh ip is t ha t t he Commit tee h a s i s sued certificates of 
acceptability for 6 3 activities or projects u p to the p re sen t t ime, 59 of t h e m in 
the 1989-1990 year, some of t hem after negotiated c h a n g e s in the submi t t ed 
protocols, a n d It h a s no t found any to be unaccep tab le . 

Establishment 
The Australian Institute of Health Act 1987 requires t h e Ins t i tu te to appoin t a 
committee to be known a s the Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health E th ics 
Committee ' . The commit tee first c a m e together informally on 21 J a n u a r y 
1988, the Regulat ions specifying i ts functions and composi t ion were notified in 
the Commonweal th of Austral ia Gazette on 21 J u n e 1989. 

Membership 
The Regulat ions s ta te tha t T h e Ethics Committee shall consis t o f the following 
members ' . T h e n a m e s of i n c u m b e n t s a re added (and the n u m b e r of mee t ings 
at tended): 

(a) the Director of the Ins t i tu te or h i s or her nominee; 
Mr Roy Harvey in 1988 (4) 
Dr J o h n Donovan s ince then (11) 
Dr Neil Thomson (1) 

(b) a pe rson who is a g radua t e In medicine of a universi ty a n d h a s 
p o s t - g r a d u a t e medical r e sea rch experience; 

Emer i tu s Professor Malcolm Whyte (15) 
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(c) a p e r s o n who is a g r a d u a t e in a social science of a university, college of 
a d v a n c e d educa t ion or s imilar ins t i tu t ion a n d ' h a s pos t -g r adua t e 
exper ience In a social science; 

Dr Dorothy Broom (13) 
(d) a p e r s o n who is the nominee of t h e Registrar of Bir ths . Dea ths a n d 

Marr iages in the Aus t ra l i an Capital Territory a n d of the officer of each 
S t a t e a n d the Nor the rn Terri tory who h a s the responsibili ty in t h a t S ta te 
or Terri tory of regis ter ing b i r th s , d e a t h s a n d marr iages; 

Mr Douglas Car te r till March 1988 (2) 
Mr Roger T h o m s o n s ince t h e n (9) 

(e) a min i s t e r of religion; 
The Right Reverend Ian George (11) 

(f) a p e r s o n who i s a barr i s ter , a solicitor, a bar r i s te r and solicitor or a legal 
pract i t ioner, of the High Cour t or of the Sup reme Cour t of a Sta te or 
Terri tory; 

Mr Colin T h o m s o n (11) 
(g) a m a n a n d a woman , ne i the r of whom is a member or employee of the 

Ins t i tu t e and each of w h o m is able to represent general communi ty 
a t t i t udes ; 

Mr David Purnel l (12) a n d 
Ms J a n n e G r a h a m (13) 

'one of w h o m shall be appo in ted cha i rperson by the Insti tute ' ; 

E m e r i t u s Professor Malcolm Whyte. 

Meetings 
There h a v e b e e n 15 meet ings to da te , each of three h o u r s ' dura t ion; three in 
1 9 8 7 - 8 8 , five in 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 a n d seven in 1989-90 . 

Workshops 
A o n e - d a y workshop w a s held on 10 February 1989 involving representa t ives 
of the Board a n d of the staff of t h e Ins t i tu te a n d m e m b e r s of the Ethics 
Commi t t ee to 

(a) familiarise m e m b e r s of the Commit tee with the work of the Inst i tute , 
(b) explore the ethical i s sues involved in Ins t i tu te work, a n d 
(c) devise, jointly, efficient ways in which information abou t projects can be 

collected a n d p re sen ted to the Commit tee . 

Member s of the Commit tee a l so a t t ended a workshop on 4 December 1989 
conduc t ed by the Medical Resea rch EUiics Commit tee (MREC) o f the National 
Hea l th a n d Medical Resea rch Council, involving member s of o ther 
ins t i tu t iona l e th ics commit tees in the ACT, to d i s cus s local a n d c o m m o n 
i s s u e s . 
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Development of procedures 
Steps t aken by the Commit tee included collecting mater ia l from the MREC a n d 
selected inst i tut ional e thics commit tees in Austral ia , mee t ing with 
representa t ives of AIH resea rch divisions a n d un i t s , d rawing u p a n d 
dis t r ibut ing Guidel ines for t h e Assessmen t of Activities, inviting a n d 
considering submiss ions , examining the work p rogram of the Ins t i tu te , a n d 
s tudying the implicat ions of, and set t ing u p p rocedures to cope with, t h e 
Privacy Act 1988 a n d its 1990 Guidelines for the Protection of Privacy in the 
Conduct of Medical Research. 

A pamphle t h a s b e e n d rawn u p for dis t r ibut ion to in teres ted pe r sons to provide 
information a b o u t the Ethics Committee, i ts s t a tu to ry s t a t u s a n d 
membersh ip , w h a t it does, how it does it, a n d how to contac t it a n d u s e it. 

Material cur rent ly m a d e available routinely to r e sea rche r s Inc ludes t h e 
Guidelines for the Assessment ofActivities, a n a t t a c h m e n t on T h e C o n d u c t of 
Activities in Conformity with the Privacy Act 1988 (including a n i l lus t ra t ion of 
decis ion-making steps) a n d a copy of The Information Privacy Principles in Plain 
English. 

Policies 
The Commit tee h a s m a d e the following policy decis ions or working ru les : 

• Not to seek or solicit submiss ions ; accept ing tha t r e s ea r che r s a n d 
Ins t i tu te m a n a g e m e n t have the responsibili ty to s u b m i t appl ica t ions for 
ethical c learance; 

• Not to g ran i exemptions from ethical clearance; b u t to cons ider a n d give 
opinions a s to the acceptabili ty or otherwise, o n ethical g r o u n d s , of all 
activities submit ted; 

• All submis s ions to be d is t r ibuted to all member s of the Commit tee for 
considerat ion; 

• Two m e m b e r s to be nomina ted to consider a n d repor t o n e a c h 
submiss ion a t the meet ing In which it will be d iscussed; 

• A q u o r u m for the pu rpose of making decisions o n submis s ions to be a n y 
five m e m b e r s (approval for th is for decisions o n Privacy Act m a t t e r s h a s 
been sough t from the Privacy Commissioner); 

• Not to carry ou t rou t ine surveil lance of approved activities for con t inu ing 
acceptabili ty on ethical g rounds , b u t to requi re the invest igators to 
Inform the Commit tee of. any changes contempla ted or m a d e in 
conduc t ing those activities. 

Submissions and clearances 
The n u m b e r s of submis s ions received a n d considered a n d the n u m b e r s of 
activities or projects included In t hem a n d given certificates of approval by the 
Committee a re a s follows: 
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Table 1 : Submissions received and projects cleared by year 

Year Submissions Project clearances 

1987-88 0 0 

1988-89 4 4 

1989-90 23 59 

Total 27 63 

Table 2: Submissions received and projects cleared by Division/Other projects 

Division Submissions Clearances 

H e a l t h S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n ( i n c l u d i n g S E C U ) 1 0 2 4 

H e a l t h S t a t u s D i v i s i o n 2 9 

H e a l t h T e c h n o l o g y D i v i s i o n 5 19 

H e a l t h M o n i t o r i n g D i v i s i o n 1 2 

O t h e r p r o j e c t s (a) 9 9 

Total 2 7 63 

N o t e : (a) O n e , from t h e P u b l i c H e a l t h A s s o c i a t i o n of A u s t r a l i a , h a d n o par t i cu lar a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h t h e AIH; i t w a s c o n s i d e r e d a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e C h a i r m a n of t h e N H M R C Medica l 
R e s e a r c h E t h i c s C o m m i t t e e . 

E m e r i t u s Professor Malcolm Whyte 
C h a i r m a n 
Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th Ethics Committee 
3 0 . 6 . 1 9 9 0 

National Committee on Health and Vital Statistics 
T h e Nat ional Commit tee on Heal th a n d Vital Stat is t ics (NCHVS) was 
es t ab l i shed in 1976 by the Aus t ra l i an Health Ministers ' Conference. O n 3 J u l y 
1989 , following a two-year period of jo in t repor t ing to AHMAC a n d to t h e 
Ins t i tu te , NCHVS w a s appoin ted a commit tee of the Inst i tute , with revised 
t e r m s of reference, m e m b e r s h i p a n d method of operat ion. 

T h e Commit tee ' s t e r m s o f r e f e r e n c e are : 

• to identify the n e e d s for na t ional hea l th related stat is t ics; a n d 
• hav ing regard to the r e source implicat ions, to r ecommend on priorities 

for developing na t iona l hea l th related s ta t is t ics . 

6 0 
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The Commit tee 's membersh ip is: 

Chairperson, n o m i n a t e d and appointed by t h e Australian Ins t i tu te 
of Health 
Dr Leonard R Smi th 
Three n o m i n e e s of the Australian Health Ministers' Advisory 
Council 
Dr Robert Aus t (South Aust ra l ian Health Commission) 
Mr Alan Keith (Health Depar tment of Victoria) 
Ms Chris Chr i s t ensen (Queensland Depar tment of Health) 
Nominee of t h e Australian Bureau of S ta t i s t i c s 
Mr Geoffrey S ims 
Nominee of t h e Commonwea l th Department of C o m m u n i t y Serv ices 
and Health 
Mrs Marie Coleman 
Nominee of t h e Public Health Assoc iat ion of Australia, Inc. 
Professor Annet te Dobson 
Nominee o f t h e Consumers ' Health Forum of Australia 
Mrs Rosemary Calder 
Nominee of Worksafe Australia 
Mr Tim Williams 

The reconst i tu ted Commit tee is required to meet b iannual ry . In 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 t h e 
Commit tee met twice to review m a t t e r s ou t s tand ing from previous NCHVS 
meetings, to a s s e s s developments a n d deficiencies In nat ional hea l th a n d vital 
s tat is t ics collections a n d to cons ider mechan i sms for set t ing priorit ies in 
nat ional hea l th s ta t is t ics . 

The Commit tee canvassed views on priorities for na t ional hea l th s ta t i s t ics , 
writing to a wide range of S ta te a n d Territory author i t ies , key organ isa t ions 
a n d individuals, a n d advert is ing nationally in the p re s s . Views submi t t ed 
ass is ted the Commit tee to formulate p lans for a National Heal th S ta t i s t ics 
Fo rum to be held in 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 . 

National Health Technology Advisory Panel 
The National Health Technology Advisory Panel Is appointed by the Minister for 
Communi ty Services a n d Health to advise the Commonweal th Governmen t o n 
new a n d es tabl ished hea l th technologies. 
T h e report a n d r ecommenda t ions of a review of NHTAP init iated by the Minister 
l a s t y e a r were in the ma in accepted a n d led to changes in the m e m b e r s h i p a n d 
t e rms of reference o f t h e Panel. 

Until November 1989. the Panel comprised the following m e m b e r s : 

Chair 
Dr David M Hailey (AIH) 
Representat ive of t h e medica l profession 
Dr Allan L Pas smore (Australian Medical Association) 
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Representa t ive of hosp i ta l s 
Mr J o h n Blandford (Flinders Medical Centre) 
Representa t ive of t h e hea l th care products industry 
Dr Nicola Ward (Cochlear Ltd) 
Representa t ive of t h e hea l th insurance industry 
Dr Michael W Heffernan (Fu ture Insight) 
Representa t ive s of S ta te heal th authori t ies 
Dr J o h n M Spar row (Tasmanian Depar tment of Health Services) 
Dr R J a m e s S tewar t (New; Sou th Wales Depar tment of Health) 
Person exper i enced in b iomedica l engineering 
Dr David J Dewhurs t (BJoengineering Systems) 
Person exper i enced in hea l th e c o n o m i c s 
Mr Pau l F Gross (Health Economics a n d Technology Assessmen t 
Corpora t ion Pty Ltd) 
Person exper ienced in medica l evaluat ion 
Dr Ian G McDonald (St Vincent ' s Hospital , Melbourne) 
Corresponding member from New Zealand Department of Health 
Dr E Raymond Dowden 
Secretary 

Dr Delma E Cowley (AIH) 

T h e c u r r e n t m e m b e r s h i p of the Panel is a s follows: 

Chair 
Dr J S Deeble (National Cent re for Epidemiology and Populat ion Health) 
N o m i n e e of t h e Austral ian Inst i tute of Health 
Dr David M Hailey 
N o m i n e e of t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h Department of Communi ty Services 
arid Hea l th 
M s Dal las Ariotti 
N o m i n e e o f t h e Consumers ' Health Forum 
Ms Soph ie Hill (Health I s s u e s Centre , Victoria) 
N o m i n e e o f t h e Australian Health Ministers' Advisory Council 
Dr B r e n d a n J Kearney (Royal Adelaide Hospital) 
N o m i n e e of t h e Austral ian Hospital Assoc iat ion 
Dr J o h n M Morris (Peter MacCal lum Cancer Insti tute) 
N o m i n e e of t h e Australian Medical Assoc iat ion 
Dr Alan L Pas smore (Australian Medical Association) , . 
N o m i n e e of t h e Austral ian Medical Dev ices and Diagnost ics 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
Dr Nicola Ward (Cochlear Ltd) 
N o m i n e e of t h e Australian Counci l of Trade Unions 1 

Mr Richard Warwick (Hospital Employees' Federation) . <, 
Person exper ienced in b iomedica l engineering 
Dr David J D e w h u r s t (Bioenglneering Sys tems Pty Ltd) 
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Person exper ienced in heal th e c o n o m i c s 
Mrs Helen Owens (Monash University) 
Person exper ienced in medica l evaluat ion 
Dr Ian G McDonald (St V i n c e n t s Hospital , Melbourne) 
Corresponding member from New Zealand Department of Hea l th 
Dr Andrew Holmes 
Secretary 
Dr Delma E Cowley (AIH) 

MRI Technical Committee 
NHTAP h a s a n MRI Technical Commit tee which h a s coordinated a major 
resea rch proj ec t in to magnet ic r e sonance imaging technology. T h e 
member sh ip of the commit tee is. 

Chair 
Dr David M Hailey (AIH) 
Members 
Professor Geoffrey T B e n n e s s (Royal Aus t ra las ian College of Radiologists) 
Dr David J Dewhus t (NHTAP) 
Dr Ian G McDonald (NHTAP) 
Dr William S S o r b y / D r J a m e s Roche (Royal North Shore Hospital) 
Professor Br ian M T r e s s (Royal Melbourne Hospital) 
Dr S u z a n n e Le P Langlols (Royal Adelaide Hospital) 
Dr Kenneth J S ldd le /Dr Mark Benson (Princess Alexandra Hospital) 
Dr M a k h a n S K h a n g u r e / D r Richard I Thompson (Sir Char les Ga l rdne r 
Hospital) 
Dr David R D u n t (University of Melbourne) 
Execut ive Officer 
Mr Berna rd L Crowe (AIH) 
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Appendix 3 

Institute staff as at 30 June 1990 
Director's Office 

Director 
Leonard R S m i t h BA (Hons) Syd, PhD UNSW, MSc (Dist) Lond 
E x e c u t i v e Ass i s tan t t o Director 
J a n e t P Markey 
AIH Vis i t ing FeUow 
Sidney S a x CBE MD DPH (Unt WWRand) FRCP Ed in FRACMA FRACP 
J o i n t a p p o i n t m e n t wi th NCEPH 
Anthony Worsley BSc (Hons) PhD ABPsS 

Health Services Division 
Head 
D Roy Harvey BSc Qld, MEc Monash 
E x e c u t i v e Ass i s tan t 
J u d y Cass idy 
Health Expendi ture and E c o n o m i c s Unit 
Anthony R Grevllle BEc Qld, M Health Planning UNSW 
J o l i n R Goss BEc ANU, BSc ANU, Grad Dip Nutr Diet QtT 
Manee ra t P i n y o p u s a r e r k BEc WA, MADE ANU, MA(D) ANU, Dip Ed WA 
J e a n Mulhol land PhC MPS, BA (Hons) ANU, PhD ANU 
Heal th Labourforce Unit 
Natal ie S tap les BA Syd Dip Ed UNE, MA (Hons) ANU, RN, SCM 
Per rohean R Sperl ing BA Syd 
Kim McDowell 
Heal th S e r v i c e s Unit 
Manoa Y Renwick BA UNE, MHA UNSW 
Mary G Nicoll BSc Adel BA CCAE 
S t e p h e n Gillett BSc N'cle, Dip Med S ta t s Ncle, Dip Ed NCAE 
R u t h A Pars low BA Qld, B App Sc QIT 
Michael W d e Looper BSc (Hons) UNSW 
Kris Sadkowsky BA Qld. Dip Inf Sci CCAE (Visting Fellow) 
National C a s e m i x Advisory Unit 
Don Hindle BSc Liverpool MA Lancaster, PhD Lancaster 
Jenn i fe r Laffey BSc (Hons) UNSW 
Divis ional projects 
Pat J Engl i sh BA ANU 
Elizabeth H a v a s B P h a r m Syd 
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Health Technology Division 
Head 
David M Hailey MSc Bristol PhD Bristol 
Adminis trat ive Ass i s tant 
J u l l a n n e M O'Malley 
NHTAP Secretariat 
Delma E Cowley MSc QkL PhD Qld 
Naarilla A Hlrsch BSc (Hons) Qld. B App Sc Canberra 
AHMAC Superspec ia l ty Serv ices S u b c o m m i t t e e Secretariat 
J o a n n e Maples BSc ANU, Grad Dip Food Technol UNSW. MSc UNSW. 
MRI Project 
Bernard L Crowe BA Melb, MPH Syd, MACS 
Jennifer M Chorley BSc UNSW 
Divis ional Projects 
Anthony R Lea MSc ANU 
Wolodja Danklw BSc (Hons) Adel 

Health Monitoring Division 
Head 
Penelope U Rogers BA (Hons) Macq (Acting) 
Execut ive Ass i s tant 
Carolyn Merton BA ANU 
Health S t a t i s t i c s Unit 
David W GreenhlU BSc (Hons) Birmingham 
Peter Wright 
Pat Pentony BA ANU 
Paul L Jelfs BSc (Hons) UNSW 
Health Monitoring and Survei l lance Unit 
Colin D Mathe r s BSc (Hons) Syd, PhD Syd 
Stan Benne t t BTech (Hons) Bradford FSS 
Edouard T d 'Espaignet BA Macq, MA Macq 
Marijke van O m m e r e n Soc C a n d Utrecht MA ANU 
Norma Briscoe 
Greg Shor t BA SACAE 
Greg Hall BA (Hons) Syd 
J o h n Berzins 
S u s a n G McLean MB BS Syd 
Rosemary A Knight BA ANU. PhD Macq. MAPS 
Screening Evaluat ion Coordination Unit 
Michael J Fet t MB BS (Hons) Monash, BMedSc (Hons) Monash MPH 

Harvard, MD Monash, FACOM 
Alison J Free MB BS Syd 
Robert C Car te r BA (Hons) Macq. MAS ANU 
Chris topher E S tevenson BSc (Hons) Melb, MSc ANU 
S u s a n Hardy BA (Hons) S y d 
Margret I n n e s 
Lena SW Searte 
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Principal Medical Adviser's Unit 
Head 
J o h n W Donovan ED, MB BS (Hons) Syd, PhD Syd, FFPHM RCPflJK) 

FRACMA 
Aboriginal Health Unit 
Neil J T h o m s o n BSc WA, MB BS WA. BA WA 
Patr icia A Merrifleld MB BS Syd, MA ANU 
Epidemio log ica l S t u d i e s 
KaUiryn Leary BA (Hons) ANU 
Bruce Engl ish BA (Hons) ANU 

Corporate Services 
Head 
Chr i s t ine E Fuso BA CCAE, AASA, CPA (Acting) 
Admini s tra t ive S e r v i c e s 
Rodney Car Lin 
Secur i ty and R e s o u r c e s •' 
Phil Pr iddy 
F i n a n c e 
Pau la Bowen 
Lyndell S h a w Cert Sec S tud ies Bedford Business College 
Personne l 
Philip H Garvin BA Macq 
Technica l Serv ices 
Mark B a s s MSc Riga, MEng Riga, MIEAust, MRAeS 
Chr i s tophe r Dowd BSc UNSW 
David B Gel l ibrand 
A n n a Lusso . ' 
Publ icat ions 
Sus ie v a n d e n Heuve! 
Kather ine J Har r i s Lib Tech Canberra TAFE 
Lucia Pietrzak 
A l a n n a h Smi th 
Library 
J a n i c e Hami l ton BA Syd, Dip Lib UNSW (Acting) 
Alison Kennedy Lib Tech Canberra TAFE 
Regis try 
G r a h a m Willard 
J o h n Bocchlno 
R e c e p t i o n 
Melissa Saxon , , 
Lorraine Taylor 
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Secretariat 
Inst i tute Secretary 
Stephanie R Lindsay Thompson BA (Hons) ANU. Dtp Soc S t d s S y d 
J u d i t h A Clark BSc Exeter. BA ANU, ACHSA 
Glenda Cresswick B Ed CCAE 

National Perinatal Statistics Unit 
Director 
Paul AL Lancas ter MB BS Syd. MPH California. FRACP 

Margaret L D e b e n h a m BSc Syd, MSc Syd\ PhD Syd 
Jocefyn M a n n 
Patricia Mohr-Bell MD Uruquay 
Elvis L Pedislch BSc UNSW 
Es the r Shaflr MB BS Lvov 
Lucy Sull ivan BA Qld, MA qualii Syd, PhD Macquarie 
Glenn E T u n BSc Rangoon. MSc Rangoon 

National Injury Surveillance Unit (formerly NISPP) 
Manage r 
J o h n Payne (Acting) 

Peter G Hartley 
David E Robley 
S u e N Thewlis 

Dental Statistics and Research Unit 
Head 
A J o h n Spencer BDSc Melb, MDSc Melb. MPH N. Carolina, PhD Melb 
Fearnley S P Szus te r BA (Hons) Minders 
Michael J Davies BA (Hons) Adel 
David S B r e n n a n BSc (Hons) Flinders 
Gary D Slade, BDSc Melb. DDPH Toronto 
Kate J Bat tersby 
Dianne Par ish 

Other Staff 
The following p e r s o n s held sho r t - t e rm appoin tments , left t he Ins t i tu te or 
were on ex tended leave dur ing 1989-90 . 

Health Serv ices Divis ion 
Mark Diesendorf BSc Syd, PhD UNSW 
David K Scholes BEc ANU, FAT! 
Morteza Honar i MA Tehran, PhD Edin 
Helen S tone 
Health Technology Divis ion 
Lynne Conway BA (Hons) Melb 
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Heal th Monitoring Divis ion 
Helen Hand 
S u s a n Bu tche r 
Jenn i fe r R Braid BA Wgong 
Peter R A Leviton BA (Hons) Flinders, PhD Melb 
Corporate Serv ices 
Helen L Clothier 
Gregory L Smi th BSc (Hons) Qld, Grad Dip Comp S tds CCAE 
Pau l McCormell 
T e s s H u d s o n 
J u d i t h Abercromby BA Tas, Dip Lib UNSW, ALAA 
Hilary A Balrd 
NISPP 
G r a h a m V Vimpani MB BS Adel, PhD Edin FRACP 
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Publications, reports and presentations 
1989-90 
AIH publications 
Australian casemix bulletin 

Vol 1 no 3 Augus t 
Vol 1 no 4 October 
Vol 1 no 5 December 
Vol 2 no 1 March 
Vol 2 no 2 J u n e 

Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1990) Annual report 1988-89. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1990) Australian Institute of Health corporate 

plan 1989-90. AGPS, Canber ra . 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1990) NattonalHealth Statistics Workshop 1985. 

AGPS, Canber ra . 
Barer M, Nicoll M, Diesendorf M a n d Harvey R (1990) Australian private 

medical care costs and use, 1976 and 1986. AGPS, C a n b e r r a . 
Gillett S a n d Harvey R (1989) Hospital utilisation and costs study volume 3: 

projecting acute hospital demand in 1996for New South Wales, Queensland 
and Western Australia. AGPS. Canber ra . 

Health care technology news 
No 1 May 1990 

Health care teclmology series 
No 1: Rowe M (1989) Angioplasty and other percutaneous interventional 

techniques in the treatment of ischaemic heart disease. 
No 2: Lea AR a n d Hailey DM (1990) Tinted lenses in treatment of the 

reading disabled. 
No 3 : Screening mammography technology. 

Health expenditure information bulletin 
No 4: Australian health expenditure to 1987-88. 

Health workforce information bulletin 
No 2 5 : Preparation of health professionals through tertiary education in 

Australia 1988. 
No 26: Immigration of health professionals to Australia 1983-84 to 1988-89. 

T h o m s o n N, Paden F a n d Cassidy G (1990) Identification of Aborigines in 
hospital admissions in the North Coast Health Region, New South Wales. AIH 
a n d North Coas t Health Region of New Sou th Wales. 

Thomson N a n d Merrifleld P (eds) Aboriginal health information bulletin no 12. 
AIH a n d Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal a n d Torres Strai t I s lander S tud ies . 

T h o m s o n N a n d Merrifleld P (eds) Aboriginal health information bulletin no 13. 
AIH a n d Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal a n d Torres St ra i t I s lander S tud ies . 
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AIH reports and working papers 
Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th ( 1 9 8 9 ) Preventable cancers: monitoring targets 

towards 2000. A statistical report to the Project Planning Team of the National 
Better Health Program 

Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th ( 1 9 8 9 ) Healthofolder persons: monitoring targets 
towards 2000. A statistical report to the Project Planning Team of the National 
Better Health Program 

Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th ( 1 9 8 9 ) Recommended national minimum data set 
for institutional health care. Report to the Austra l ian Health Ministers ' 
Advisory Council on the National Hospi ta ls Stat is t ics Project. 

Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu t e of Heal th ( 1 9 8 9 ) National minimum data set for 
institutional health care. Nat ional Hospitals Stat is t ics Project. 

Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th ( 1 9 8 9 ) Working party on inpatient non-inpatient 
services. Report to Aus t ra l i an Heal th Ministers* Advisory Counci l . ' 

Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th ( 1 9 9 0 ) Future directions. Draft report p repared 
b y the Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit for the Commonweal th 
D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m u n i t y Services a n d Health. 

Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th ( 1 9 9 0 ) Risk Factor PrevalenceStudy 1989: users 
guide to the dataset Prepared on behalf of the National Heart Foundat ion of 
Aus t r a l i a . ' 1 

Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu t e of Heal th . Heal th Labourforce Unit (1990) Data on 
overseas trained doctors. 

B e n n e t t SA ( 1 9 8 9 ) Improved nutrition: monitoring targets towards 2000. A 
statistical report to tl\e Project Planning Team of the National Better Health 
Program 

Donovan JW a n d S n o w CA (1989) Investigation of a possible cluster of cancer 
cases in the CSIRO Division of Plant Industry. 

Donovan JW (1989) Scope for epidemiological studies of the carcinogenicity of 
dapsone in Australian veterans: report to Ute Department of Veterans' Affairs. 

Gillett S a n d Nyo S ( 1 9 8 9 ) T u j o working papers On diagnosis related groups 
using New South Wales 1986 morbidity data: (1)Comparison of the 470 and 
471 versions. (2) Distribution of length of stay. 

Hailey D, Conway L a n d Dankiw W (1990) Options for stereotactic 
radiosurgery. 1 • - • 

Hindle D andLaffey J ( 1 9 8 9 ) The classification of non-impatient days of stay-
a preliminary investigation of needs and methods.: * 

Hindle D a n d Laffey J (1990) Ambulatory encounters in hospital: a preliminary 
investigation of needs for methods of classification. 

Mathers CD ( 1990 ) Accidental poisoning by household chemicals: a statistical 
report to the NHMRC Working Party. 

Mathers CD ( 1 9 9 0 ) Ausn-alia's healthgoals and targets: data requirements and 
recommendations for review. Report to the National Better Health Program 
M a n a g e m e n t Commit tee . - *• 

Mathers C, Briscoe N a n d Merton C ( 1 9 8 9 ) High blood pressure: monitoring 
targets towards 2000. A statistical report to tlxe Project Planning Team of (he 
National Better Health Program 
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Publications, reports and presentations 

Publications involving AIH staff 
Crowe BL (1990) Evaluat ion of image m a n a g e m e n t a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

technologies. (Session editor) in Mun S K a n d G r e b e r m a n M (Eds) Proceedings 
of tlie First International Conference on Image Management and 
Communication in Patient Care. Georgetown University. Wash ing ton DC: 174. 

Crowe BL a n d Hailey DM (1990). Cost effectiveness of diagnost ic technology: 
MRI - a case s tudy. In Selby-Smith C (Ed) Economics and Health: 1989. 
Proceedings of the Eleventh Australian Conference of Health Economists. 
Public Sector Management Ins t i tu te . Monash University, Melbourne : 
3 0 1 - 3 0 4 . 

Crowe BL a n d Hailey DM (1990) Cos t s of magnet ic r e s o n a n c e imaging in 
hospi ta ls . (Invited editorial). Medical Journal of Australia 152 :393 . 

B a u m a n A. Smi th N, Bral thwalte C„ Free A a n d S a u n d e r s A (1989) A s t h m a 
educat ion - c a n it be unders tood? Health Education Research 4 : 3 7 7 - 3 8 2 

B a u m a n A, Smi th N, Braluiwaite C. Free A S a u n d e r s A (1989) The readibility 
of hea l th educa t ion material . Does anyone u n d e r s t a n d any th ing? (Abstract) 
Community Health Studies XHL367 

Barer M, Nlcol l M, Diesendorf M a n d Harvey R (1990) F rom Medibank to 
Medicare: t r e n d s in Aust ra l ian medical ca re cos t s a n d u s e from 1976 to 1986. 
Community Health Studies XIV, 1:8-18 

English RM a n d B e n n e t t SA (1989) Socioeconomic a n d demographic factors, 
overweight a n d obesity in Austra l ian adu l t s . Polish Journal of Human 
Nutrition and Metabolism XVI ,3 :198-204 . 

English RM a n d B e n n e t t SA (1990) Iron s t a t u s of Aus t ra l i an schoolchi ldren. 
Medical Journal of Australia 152:582-586. 

Goss J (1990) Commenta ry on Gross PF. Breastfeeding in the Phi l ippines: 
empirical s t udy of i ts effects on child development . In Selby Smi th C (Ed) 
Economics and Health: 1989. Proceedings of the Eleventh Australian 
Conference of Health Economists. Public Sector Managemen t ins t i tu te , 
Monash University. Melbourne. 

Hailey DM (1990) Commenta ry on Butler J R . A model for priorit ising 
therapeut ic devices for evaluation. In Selby Smi th C (Ed) EcononUcs and 
Health: 1989. Proceedings ofthe Eleventh Australian Conference of Health 
Economists. Public Sector Management Ins t i tu te , Monash University, 
Melbourne :88-90 . 

Hailey DM a n d Rose m a n C (1990). Health care technology in Aust ra l ia a n d 
New Zealand: con t r a s t s a n d cooperation. Heal th Policy 14: 1 7 7 - 1 8 9 . 

Hailey D, Staples N a n d McLean S (1990) Health technology a n d the hosp i ta l . 
Aust ra l ian Hospital Association, Canber ra . February . 

Harvey R, Barer M, Nlcoll M a n d Diesendorf M (1990) C h a n g e s in pr ivate 
medical service u se , 1976 to 1986 in Selby Smi th C (Ed) Economics and 
Health: 1989. Proceedings of the Eleventh Australian Conference of Health 
Economists. Public Sector Management Ins t i tu te . M o n a s h University, 
Melbourne: 196 -216 . 

71 



Annual report 1989-90 

Mathers CD a n d Moore G (1989) Utilisation of a cu t e hospi ta l s by age a n d sex 
in Aust ra l ia , 1 9 8 5 . Community Health Studies XIII ,3:316-328. 

Renwick M a n d Harvey R (1989) T h e organisat ion of quality a s s u r a n c e in 
Aus t ra l i an hosp i t a l s . Australian Health Review 12 :16-27 

Presentations involving AIH staff during 1989-90 
Carter R (1990) Cost of reading apap smear for public laboratories. Presented 

a t Pilot Projects for t h e Evalua t ion of Cervical Cancer Screening Meeting, 
Sydney. 

Crowe BL (1990) Digital radiography systems. Presented a t Royal Aus t ra l i an 
College Genera l Prac t i t ioners 6 t h Compu te r Conference, Sydney. 

Crowe BL (1990) Trials involving new diagnostic imaging teclmology. Presented 
a t Assess ing Heal th Technology - Workshop of the NHMRC Clinical Trials 
Cent re , Avoca Beach . 

Crowe BL (1990) MRI assessment program - the Australian experience. 
Presen ted a t Ministry of Heal th , Bri t ish Columbia . C a n a d a . 

Crowe BL a n d Hai ley DM (1990) Evaluation of digital radiography systems. 
Presen ted a t S y m p o s i u m for Compu te r Assisted Radiology. Anahe im, 
California. 

F r e e A J (1990) Report on a survey ofquality assurance procedures in cytology 
laboratories. P r e sen t ed a t t he Cervical Cancer Screening Workshop, Sydney 
University. 

Hailey DM (1989) Effectiveness and efficiency of medical devices in the heaUIx 
care system P re sen ted a t Second Internat ional Federat ion for Medical a n d 
Biological Engineer ing, P a n Pacific Sympos ium, Melbourne (Plenary lecture). 

Hailey DM (1989) Issues in health teclmology. Sixth Annua l Conference o f the 
Aus t r a l i an Medical Wri ters Associat ion. Sydney. 

Hai ley DM (1989) The perspective of tlie policy maker. P resen ted a t 
Resea rch ing Hea l thca re Sympos ium. Ballarat. 

Hailey DM (1990) Introduction and assessment of MRI in Australia. Presented 
a t D e p a r t m e n t of Health, London. 

Hai ley DM (1990) Outcome measures in health technology assessment Panel 
d i s cus s ion n o t e s . P resen ted a t Sixth Annua l Meeting. In ternat ional Society 
of Technology A s s e s s m e n t in Heal th Care, Houston . Texas . 

Hai ley DM a n d Crowe BL (1990) Australian assessment of magnetic resonance 
imaging. P resen ted a t E u r o p e a n Congress of NMR in Medicine a n d Biology. 
S t r a s b o u r g . 

Hai ley DM, Vellar I, McDonald I a n d Wright C (1990) Australian assessment of 
biliary lithotripsy. P re sen ted a t Sixth Annua l Meeting. In ternat ional Society 
of Technology A s s e s s m e n t in Heal th Care , Houston, Texas . 

Mathers CD (1990) Monitoring Australia's health targets: its role in evaluation 
of the National Better Health Program Presented a t the National Better Heal th 
Program Eva lua t ion Workshop , Canbe r ra . 
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Publications, reports and presentations 

National Perinatal Statistics Unit publications 
Bas t i an H arid Lancaster PAL (1990) Home births in Australia 1985-1987. 

NPSU a n d Homebir th Austral ia, Sydney. 
Congenital malformations monitoring report and congenital malformations 

Australia. 
No 3 5 Ju ry - Sep tember 
No 36 October - December 

National Perinatal Stat is t ics Unit a n d Fertility Society of Aust ra l ia (1990) IVF 
and GIFT pregnancies, Australia and New Zealand 1988. NPSU, Sydney. 

Perinatal newsletter. 
No 7 October 
No 8 December 
No 9 Februa ry 
No 10 J u n e 

Publications involving NPSU staff 
Lancaster PAL (1989) Birth defects in Aborigines. (Leading article) Medical 

Journal of Australia 151:241-242 
Lancaster PAL (1989) Birthweight percenti le for Aborigines? (Leading article) 

Medical Journal of Australia 151 :489-490 
Qu ine S a n d Lancaster PAL (1989) Indicators of social c lass - re la t ionship 

between prest ige of occupat ion a n d s u b u r b of res idence . Community Health 
Studies XUI :510-518 

S a u n d e r s DM a n d Lancaster PAL (1989) The wider per ina ta l significance of 
the Aus t ra l ian in-vi tro fertilization d a t a collection p rogram. American 
Journal of Perinatology 6 :252-257 

Lancaster PAL a n d Thomson PC (1989) Invest igation of possible 
envi ronmenta l c a u s e s of b i r th defects. (Abstract). European Journal of 
Epidemiology 5 :257-258 

Presentations involving NPSU staff 
Lancaster PAL (1989) IVF and GIFTpregnancy rates and outcomes tnAustralia 

and New Zealand. Presented a t Royal I lobar! Hospital , T a s m a n i a . 
Lancaster PAL (1989) National registry of IVF pregnancies. P resen ted a t 

seminar o f t h e Centre for Reproductive Biology, Monash University a n d t h e 
Aust ra l ian Per inata l Society, Victorian Division. Monash Medical Cent re , 
Melbourne. 

Lancaster PAL (1989) Perinatal mortality. P resen ted a t 4 t h Advanced C o u r s e 
In Obstet r ics a n d Care of the Newborn. Jo in t Meeting of the Royal Aus t r a l i an 
College of Obste t r ic ians and Gynaecologists a n d Royal Aust ra l ian College of 
General Pract i t ioners , Sydney. 

Lancaster PAL (1989) High incidence of selected congenital malformations 
after assisted conception. Presented a t the 16th A n n u a l Meeting of t h e 
In ternat ional Clear inghouse for Birth Defects Monitoring Sys tems , Prague . 

Lancaster PAL (1989) High incidence of selected congenital malformations 
ajter assisted conception. Poster p resen ted a t t he 17th Conference of t h e 
Eu ropean Teratology Society, Budapes t . 
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S a u n d e r s DM a n d Lancaster PAL (1989) Survey of the outcome ofpregnancy. 
Presen ted a t t h e XIII World Congress on Fertility a n d Sterility, Marrakesh . 

Lancas ter PAL (1989) Monitoring congenital malformations. Presented a t 
mee t ing sponsored by the Ministry of Health a n d the Singapore Paediatric 
Society, Singapore . 

Lancas ter PAL (1989) IVF and GIFT pregnancies in Australia andNew Zealand. 
Presen ted a t S y m p o s i u m Societe, S a m e , Natalite, Martigny, Switzerland. 

Lancas ter PAL (1989) Do ovulatory drugs cause cause malformations? 
Presen ted a t J o i n t Conference of t h e Austral ia New Zealand Environmental 
M u t a g e n Society a n d the Aus t ra l i an Teratology Society. 

National Injury Surveillance and Prevention Project 
publication 
Tlie Link 

No 1 A u g u s t 

Dental Statistics and Research Unit publications 
Dental Statistics and Research Unit Newsletter (Quarterly) 

No 1 (May) 
AIH Den ta l S ta t i s t ics a n d Research Unit (1990) Survey guide for Queensland. 

Publications involving DSRU staff 
S p e n c e r AJ a n d S lade GD (1989) The social impact of oral d isease in older 

a d u l t s - a n Aus t ra l i an perspect ive . In Homan BT (Ed) Dentistry for tlie older 
adult Proceedings of a Sympos ium. Dental School University of Queens land , 
October. 

Allister J H , Davies MJ, Slade DG, Spencer AJ. Brown LP a n d Clifford MJ 
(1990) Relation of socio-economic level a n d u rban i sa t ion to caries 
exper ience. In te rna t iona l Association for Dental Research (ANZ Division) 
2 9 t h Annua l Meeting. Sydney, 1989, Abstract 12. Journal of Dental Research 
6 9 : 9 3 4 . 

Davies MJ a n d Baghur s t R (1990) Sources a n d quant i t i es of dietary suga r for 
several popu la t ions in Aust ra l ia . In ternat ional Association for Dental 
Resea rch (ANZ Division) 2 9 t h Annua l Meeting, Sydney. 1989. Abstract 1 1 . 
Journal of Dental Research 6 9 : 9 3 4 . 

Slade GD, Spencer AJ a n d Dooland MB (1990) Changes In the caries 
exper ience .of S o u t h Aus t ra l i an schoolchildren. In ternat ional Association for 
Denta l Research (ANZ Division) 2 9 t h Annual Meeting, Sydney. 1989. 
Abs t rac t 10. Journal of Dental Research 69 :934 . 

S p e n c e r AJ. Slade GD, R icha rds LC and Gorkic E (1990) The social impact of 
oral d i so rde r s in a n older Aus t ra l i an populat ion. Internat ional Association 
for Denta l Research (ANZ Division) 29 th Annual Meeting, Sydney, 1989, 
Abs t r ac t 113 . Journal of Dental Research 69 :934 . 

S z u s t e r FP, B r e n n a n DS a n d Spencer AJ (1990) Productivity of Aust ra l ian 
d e n t i s t s . In te rna t iona l Association for Dental Research (ANZ Division) 29 th 
Annua l Meeting, Sydney, 1989, Abst rac t 114. Journal of Dental Research 
6 9 : 9 4 7 . 
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Publications, reports and presentations 

Presentations involving DSRU staff during 1989-90 
S p e n c e r A J (1989) Identification a n d m a n a g e m e n t of t h e 'at-risk* pa t ien t . 

Presented a t Cont inuing Educa t ion Seminar , S o u t h Aust ra l ian School Denta l 
Service, Somer ton Park School of Dental Therapy, Adelaide, October. 

S p e n c e r A J (1989) Challenge for den ta l educa t ion In S o u t h Austra l ia . 
Presented a t Aus t ra l ian Denta l Association (SA) B r a n c h Meeting, Adelaide, 
Ju ly . 

National Health Technology Advisory Panel publications 
Automated afterloadlng in brachy therapy - J u r y 1989 
Low back testing by dynamometry - Sep tember 1989 
High energy radiotherapy equipment - Sep tember 1989 
MRI assessment program. Fourth interim report - October 1989 
Bone mineral assessment - an update - October 1989 
Coronary angioplasty - November 1989 
Magnetic resonance imaging services - May 1990 
NHTAP Newsletter 

No 10 (December) 

AHMAC Superspecialty Services Subcommittee 
publication 
Guidelines for acute spinal cord injury services (1989) 
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Appendix 5 

Seminars and workshops 1989-90 
AIH seminars 
19 J u l y 

11 December 

8 March 

Professor Dermis Hill. Regional Scientific Officer, North Eas t 
T h a m e s Regional Health Authority, London 
Problems and challenges confronting scientific and technical 
services in the UK's National Health Service 
Dr Don Hindle, Consu l t an t on casemix a n d DRGs, AIH 
The role of casemix data in providing patient care in acute 
hospitals 
Ms Manoa Renwick, Research Fellow, AIH 
Issues in health services research in the USA 

AIH workshops 
2 5 October 

2 6 F e b r u a r y 

2 7 Feb rua ry 
2 8 F e b r u a r y 

1 M a r c h 

Hospital spatial impact modelling \ 
V Casemix workshop 1: non-acute inpatient counting and 

classification 
Casemix workshop 2: chart-based utilisation review 
Casemix workshop 3: clinical coding and discharge 
abstracting 
Casemix workshop 4: ambulatory encounters counting and 
classification 
Computerised hospital costing systems 3 0 Apr i l -3 May 

AIH and NCEPH joint seminars . 
13 J u l y Mr Ear le McKay, Supervisor, Welfare a n d Social Indicators 

Section, ABS 
The 1988 ABS survey on disabled and aged persons 

2 7 J u l y Dr Pat ty Solomon, Senior Research Fellow, NCEPH 
Predictive models for AIDS in Australia 

10 Augus t Dr Mark Diesendorf, Senior Research Fellow, AIH 
Have the benefits of water fluoridation been exaggerated? 

2 4 A u g u s t Dr J o h n Deeble. Health Services Fellow, NCEPH 
Medicare and its alternatives 

7 S e p t e m b e r Dr Michael Fett . Head, Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion 
Unit, AIH 
Mammography: some unresolved issues 

15 F e b r u a r y Dr J o h n Ash ton, Senior Lecturer, Depa r tmen t of 
C o m m u n i t y Heal th , Liverpool University, UK 
The new public health - the role of the healthy cities movement 

1 M a r c h Mr B e r n a r d Crowe. Research Fellow, AIH 
An evaluation of digital radiography systems 
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Seminars and workshops 

15 March 

28 March 

5 April 

2 6 April 

10 May 

24 May 

7 J u n e 

21 J u n e 

Professor S t e p h e n Kunitz, University of Roches ter School of 
Medicine, New York, USA 
Trajectories of disease: natural history and career 
Dr Jo l i n Donovan, Principal Medical Adviser, AIH 
How many deaths from AIDS? 
Dr Gigi Santow, Senior Research Fellow, NCEPH 
Do gravidity and age affect pregnancy outcome? 
Dr Robert Goodin, Professorial Fellow in Philosophy, ANU 
The ethics of smoking and its control 
Professor Tony Worsley, Professorial Fellow, NCEPH 
Directions for food and nutrition policy 
Dr Delma Cowley, Senior Research Fellow, AIH 
PET: Does Australia need another liigh cost imaging 
technology? 
Dr Owen Dent, Depar tmen t of Sociology. T h e Facul t ies , 
ANU/Visiting Fellow, NCEPH. 
A cost comparison of different treatment regimes of patients 
with heartburn and dyspepsia 
Ms Kathryn Leary, Project Manager, AIH 
An epidemiological study of the carcinogenicity of dapsone in 
Australian servicemen ofthe Vietnamera 
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Appendix 6 

Membership of committees and working 
parties 
Staff m e m b e r s ' involvement In work related commit tees a n d working par t ies 
i nc ludes : 

Mr S t a n B e n n e t t 
M a n a g e m e n t Commit tee a n d Da ta Management Sub-Commit tee , National 

Hear t F o u n d a t i o n Risk Factor Prevalence S tudy 
D a t a Managemen t Commit tee , National Dietary Survey of Adults 
D a t a M a n a g e m e n t Commit tee , National Dietary Survey of Schoolchildren 
Mr Robert Carter 
Prevent ion Stra tegies Panel of t h e NHMRC 
Dr J o h n Donovan 
AHMAC Cervical Cancer Screening Evaluat ion Steering Commit tee 
AHMAC Breas t Cance r Screening Evaluat ion Steer ing Commit tee 
AIH Eth ics Commit tee 
Dr Michael Fett 
AHMAC Steer ing Commi t t ee for the Evaluat ion of Cervical Cancer Screening 
AHMAC Steer ing Commit tee for the Evaluat ion of Breast Cancer Screening 
Mr J o h n Goss 
AHMAC Working Par ty to Review the Measu remen t Aspects of Hospital 

Util isation 
p r David Hai ley 
AHMAC Superspec ia l ty Services Subcommi t t ee 
NHMRC Radia t ion Heal th Commit tee , Magnetic Resonance Imaging Working 

Par ty 
Biliary Lithotripsy Evaluat ion Commit tee . St Vincent 's Hospital, Melbourne 
NHMRC Heal th C a r e Commit tee . CT Scann ing Working Party 
Mr R o y Harvey 
AHMAC Working Party to Review the Measu remen t Aspects of Hospital 

Util isation (Chair) 
AHMAC Hospital F u n d i n g Working Party 
Technica l Advisory Commit tee of the Commonweal th Casemix Development 

P rog ram 

Dr Paul Lancaster (NPSU) 
Congeni ta l Abnormal i t ies Subcommi t t ee of the Austra l ian Drug Evaluat ion 

Commi t t ee 
S t a n d i n g Commit tee o n Perinatal Medicine, Aust ra l ian College of Paediatr ics 
E th ics Commit tee , Family P lanning Association of New Sou th Wales 

Dr Colin Mathers 
Hyper tens ion Project P lanning Team, National Better Health Program 
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Membership of committees and working parties 

Ms Penelope Rogers 
AHMAC Subcommit tee on Women a n d Health 
NHMRC Working Party on Household Chemical Poisonings 
National Drug Abuse Data Sys tem Network 
Injury Project Planning Team, National Better Heal th Program 
Management Commit tee , National Better Heal th Program (observer) 
Executive Committee, National Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project 
ACT a n d Region Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project 
Worksafe Austral ia Occupat ional Health a n d Safety Stat is t ics Coordina t ion 

Group 
Steer ing Commit tee , National As thma Mortality S tudy 

Dr Leonard S m i t h 
Advisory Committee, Cen t re for Clinical Epidemiology a n d Bio s ta t i s t ics . 

University of Newcastle 
Advisory Commit tee , National Cent re for Epidemiology a n d Populat ion Heal th , 

Aust ra l ian National University 
Advisory Committee, Cent re for Transdisc ip l ina iy S tud ies a n d Resea rch in 

Health and Welfare, University of Newcastle 
Aus t ra l ian Health Ministers ' Advisory Council (by invitation) 
Executive Committee, National Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project 

(Chair) 
National Health and Medical Research Council (by invitation) 
NHMRC Public Heal th Research a n d Development Commit tee 
NHMRC Special Purposes Commit tee 
Professor A J o h n Spencer (DSRU) 
Post -graduate Commit tee in Dentistry. University of Adelaide 
Board of Directors. Sou th Aust ra l ian Dental Service Incorporated 
Dental Policy a n d Implementa t ion Review Commit tee , Sou th Aus t ra l i an 

Health Commission 
Dental Board of South Austral ia 
Dental Health Services Commit tee , Aust ra l ian Dental Association 
NHMRC Expert Panel, Impac t of Change In Oral Health on Dental Educa t ion , 

Workforce, Pract ices a n d Services in Austral ia (Chair) 
NHMRC Working Party o n the Effectiveness of Water Fluoridat ion 

Ms Natalie Staples 
AHMAC Medical Workforce Da ta Review Commit tee 

Mr Christopher S t e v e n s o n 
Council of Aus t ra l ian Consor t ium for Social a n d Political Resea rch 

Incorporated 
Ms Stephanie Thompson 
AIH Ethics Commit tee 

79 



Annual report 1989-90 

Dr Nei l T h o m s o n 
NHMRC Working Par ty o n Anaes the t ic Mortality 
C o n s u l t a n t to tlie NHMRC Working Party o n Maternal Mortality 

Ms Marijke van O m m e r e n 
Steer ing Commit tee , Spinal Cord Injury Register 
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Appendix 7 

Activities funded by outside bodies 
Title : National Injury Surveil lance Unit 
Fund ing body : DCSH 
Amount : $1 ,611 ,700 (over three years) 
Project : Monitoring of injury s ta t is t ics . 

Title : Supppor t for Superspecial ty Services Subcommi t t ee 
Fund ing body : AHMAC 
A m o u n t : $7.1,493 
Project : Development of guidel ines for superspec ia l ty services. 

Title : Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit 
Fund ing body : DCSH 
Amount : $800 ,000 (over two years) 
Project Cont inuing coordinat ion of na t ional b r e a s t a n d 

cervical cancer screening evaluat ion. 

Title : 1989 Risk Factor Prevalence Survey 
Fund ing body : NHMRC 
Amount $12 ,500 
Project Suppor t for the National Hear t F o u n d a t i o n s 1989 

Risk Factor Prevalence Survey. 

Title : 1989 Risk Factor Prevalence Survey 
Fund ing body : National Hear t Founda t ion of Austral ia 
A m o u n t : $30 ,000 
Project : Suppor t for the conduc t of the National Hear t 

Founda t ion ' s 1989 Risk Factor Prevalence Survey. 

Title National As thma a n d A s t h m a Related Mortality 
Collection 

Fund ing body : NHMRC 
A m o u n t : $29 ,793 
Project : Es tab l i shment of a na t iona l a s t h m a a n d a s t h m a 

related mortali ty collection. 

Title : Aboriginal Drug Use a n d Drug Related Problems 
Fund ing Body : DCSH 
Amount : $ 1 9 , 8 7 5 
Project : Review s ta t is t ics on d rug u s e by Aborigines a n d 

related d rug u s e problems 

Title : Royal Commiss ion into Aboriginal Dea ths in C u s t o d y 
Fund ing Body : Royal Commiss ion 
A m o u n t : $70 ,500 
Project Under take several t a s k s associa ted with overall s t u d y 

of d e a t h s In custody. 
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Title 
F u n d i n g Body 

A m o u n t 
Project 

Disabili t ies Among Aborigines 
Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal a n d Torres Strait 
I s lander S tud ies 
$8 ,200 
A pilot s t u d y to a s s e s s t h e prevalence of disabilities 
a m o n g Aborigines. 

Title 
F u n d i n g body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

CSIRO Division of Plant Indus t ry Laboratory S tudy 
CSIRO 
$ 8 0 , 0 0 0 (over two years) 
Follow u p of workforce to de te rmine cancer 
exper ience. 

Title 
F u n d i n g body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Carcinogenicity of Dapsone in Vietnam Veterans 
Commonwea l th Depa r tmen t of Veterans ' Affairs 
$ 2 8 0 , 0 0 0 
Conduc t of a n epidemiological s t udy among Vietnam 
ve te rans m a tching service records against 
regis t ra t ions of cancer In all S ta t e s and Territories. 

Title 
F u n d i n g Body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

f 

Title 
F u n d i n g Body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Medical Workforce Data Review Commit tee 
AHMAC 
$61 ,951 
Provide professional a n d technical suppor t for the 
AHMAC Medical Workforce Data Review Committee, 
funct ions of which include commissioning, 
in terpre t ing a n d analys ing Aust ra l ian medical 
workforce da t a . 

Casemix Technical Advisory Commit tee 
DCSH 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 
Provide secretarial , consu l tancy a n d other suppor t 
services for the Technical Advisory Commit tee of the 
Commonwea l th Casemix Development Program. 
Product ion of the Australian Casemix Bulletin. 

Title 
F u n d i n g Body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Casemix Development Program 
DCSH 
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
Examine non- inpa t i en t a n d n o n - a c u t e inpat ient 
classification opt ions . 

Title 
F u n d i n g Body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

National Casemix Advisory Unit 
DCSH 
$ 2 1 5 , 0 0 0 (from 1 April 1990 to 31 March 1991) 
Es tab l i sh a un i t which will provide technical 
a s s i s t ance a n d d i ssemina te information to heal th 
agencies unde r t ak ing casemix related projects . 
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Activities funded by outside bodies 

Title 

Fund ing Body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Non-acu te Inpa t ien t a n d Non- inpa t i en t Classification 
Sys tems 
DCSH 
$100 ,000 
Develop classification sys t ems for n o n - a c u t e 
inpa t i en t s a n d n o n - i n p a t i e n t s of a c u t e hosp i ta l s . 

T ide 
Fund ing Body 
A m o u n t 
Project 

Hospital Spat ia l Impac t Model Workshop 
RADGAC 
$2 ,532 
Conduc t a workshop to d e m o n s t r a t e a n d provide 
examples of the model developed by CSIRO on a 
RADGAC gran t . 
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Appendix 8 

Cumulative publications list 
T h e AIH p r o d u c e s a wide r a n g e of publ ica t ions covering such i s sues a s hea l th 
expend i tu re , hospi ta l u s e , qual i ty a s s u r a n c e , the hea l th labourforce, hea l th 
differentials, t r e n d s in mortal i ty a n d hea l th technologies. 
Th i s l ist i nc ludes pub l i ca t ions p roduced by the AIH, alone or with other 
o rgan i sa t ions . Where the Ins t i tu te h a s t a k e n overproduct ion of a pre-exist ing 
ser ies , t h e s e are a l so shown . 
T h e l ist c o n t a i n s a brief descr ip t ion of the con ten t s of each title a s well a s 
de ta i l s of w h e r e t h e publ ica t ion c a n b e obta ined a n d price (if applicable). The 
pos t age a n d packag ing cha rges l isted a re for publ ica t ions supplied th rough 
t h e AIH. C h e c k with o the r supp l i e r s for their pos tage a n d packaging charges , 
a n d wi th t h e AIH Publ ica t ions Sect ion for large orders . If paying in cur rency 
o t h e r t h a n t h e Aus t r a l i an dollar p lease b e s u r e you paymen t is for the exact 
equiva lent a t t he c u r r e n t exchange r a t e . 
How to order 
For pub l ica t ions avai lable directly from the Australian Inst i tute of Health 
(AIH) t e lephone (06) 2 4 3 5 0 7 3 o r wri te to: 

T h e Publ ica t ions Sect ion 
Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th 
GPO Box 5 7 0 
C a n b e r r a ACT 2 6 0 1 

Please inc lude p a y m e n t with y o u r order for AIH publ icat ions . 

For pub l i ca t ions available from the Australian Government Publishing 
Serv ice (AGPS) Bookshops te lephone (008) 0 2 6 1 4 8 (Canberra cus tomers 
p l ea se call 2954861) for fur ther information or write to: 

AGPS Mail Order Sa les 
Aus t r a l i an Governmen t Publ i sh ing Service 
GPO Box 84 
C a n b e r r a ACT 2 6 0 1 

For pub l ica t ions avai lable from Aboriginal S tudies Press te lephone 
(06) 2 4 6 1 1 1 1 or wr i te to: 

Aboriginal S tud i e s P ress 
GPO Box 5 5 3 
C a n b e r r a ACT 2 6 0 1 

For pub l ica t ions available from the National Perinatal S ta t i s t i c s Unit 
t e l ephone (02) 6 9 2 4 3 7 8 or wri te to: 

Nat ional Per ina ta l S ta t i s t ics Uni t 
D e p a r t m e n t of Publ ic Heal th 
Bui ld ing A27 
Sydney University 
NSW 2 0 0 6 

For pub l i ca t ions avai lable from t h e National Injury Survei l lance Unit 
t e l ephone (08) 2 6 9 5 1 3 3 or wri te to : 

Nat ional Injury Survei l lance Unit 
78 Main North Road 
Prospec t SA 5 0 8 2 
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Cumulative publications list 

For publ ica t ions available from the D e n t a l S t a t i s t i c s a n d R e s e a r c h U n i t 
te lephone (08) 2 2 8 5 0 2 7 or write to: 

AIH Denta l Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit 
University of Adelaide 
PO Box 4 9 8 
Adelaide SA 5001 

Out of print publications 
Some AIH publ ica t ions a r e out of pr in t b u t may b e available t h rough the AGPS 
d e m a n d pr in t ing service (062 954411) . O the r s m a y be he ld by t h e Nat ional 
Library of Aust ra l ia a n d Sta te , Territory or universi ty l ibraries. In ter- l ibrary 
loans from the AIH may be a r ranged th rough y o u r l ibrary. 

AIH publications 
Aboriginal hea l th: an annotated 
bibliography 
N Thomson and P Merrifleld 
(A Joint AIAS and AIH publication) 
T h e Aboriginal people a re the least 
hea l thy sub-popu la t ion in Austral ia . 
This book will a s s i s t polit icians a n d 
hea l th p l a n n e r s by providing 
a n n o t a t e d references to the m o s t 
significant mater ia l pub l i shed 
between 1970 a n d 1985 . 
Avai labi l i ty: F r o m A b o r i g i n a l S t u d i e s P r e s s 
Price: $ 1 9 . 9 5 

Aboriginal hea l th information 
bul let in 
Volumes 1-7 were publ ished by the 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal 
S tudies , beginning in 1982. Volumes 
8 onwards have been publ i shed 
Jointly by the AIH a n d AIATSIS. 
Volume 14 to be publ i shed in 
November 1990. 
Avai labi l i ty: F r o m AIH 
Price: Free t o s u b s c r i b e r s , $ 5 (p&p) for s i n g l e 
i s s u e s 

Aboriginal hea l th s ta t i s t i c s : 
proceedings of a workshop, 
Darwin, April 1 9 8 6 
Examines the development of Abori
ginal hea l th s ta t i s t ics in Austra l ia . 
Avai labi l i ty: F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 5 p & p 

Annual report 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 
First a n n u a l repor t of the Aust ra l ian 
Ins t i tu te of Heal th. 

Availabi l i ty: F r o m A G P S 
Price: $ 8 . 9 5 

Annual report 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 
Availabi l i ty: F r o m All I 
Price: $ 5 p & p 

Australian c a s e m i x bul le t in 
Publ ished four times a yea r to 
encourage exchange of informat ion 
between people working o n casemix 
in Austra l ia . First i s s u e Februa ry 
1989. 
Availabi l i ty: F r o m AIH 
Price: Free to s u b s c r i b e r s . $ 5 (p&p) for s i n g l e 
i s s u e s 

Australian hea l th expendi ture 
1 9 7 9 - 8 0 to 1 9 8 1 - 8 2 
The fourth publ ica t ion in a ser ies , 
which b e g a n in J u n e 1980, out l in ing 
hea l th expendi tu re by gove rnmen t 
a n d individuals . Earlier vo lumes 
were p roduced by the t h e n 
Commonweal th D e p a r t m e n t of 
Health. 
Availabi l i ty: O u t of pr in t b u t c a n b e o b t a i n e d 
t h r o u g h A G P S d e m a n d p r i n t i n g s e r v i c e for 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 2 5 . 

Australian hea l th expendi ture 
1 9 7 0 - 7 1 to 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 
The fifth publ ica t ion in the h e a l t h 
expendi tu re ser ies , covering 
1970-71 to 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 . U p d a t e s 
earlier publ ica t ions in the ser ies , 
with the e m p h a s i s o n expend i tu re 
between 1981-82 a n d 1 9 8 4 - 8 5 . 
Availabi l i ty: F r o m A G P S 
Price $ 8 . 9 5 
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Austral ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th 
corporate p lan 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 
Avai lab i l i t y : F r o m AIH 
Pr ice : F r e e 

Austral ia's hea l th 1 9 8 8 
T h e first b iennia l repor t of the AIH 
a s s e m b l e s s tat is t ical d a t a on the 
s t a t e of the na t ion ' s hea l th a n d 
h e a l t h services. It covers s u c h topics 
a s t h e c h a n g e s in occur rence of 
d i s e a s e s a n d expecta t ion of life; the 
effects of age, sex, social s t a t u s a n d 
occupa t ion on the Incidence of 
s i c k n e s s a n d disease; t h e p r e s e n t 
s cope a n d cost of hea l th services; 
h e a l t h technologies; a n d the likely 
c h a n g e s in hea l th a n d hea l th 
services a s tlie Aus t ra l i an 
popu la t ion ages . 

Avai lab i l i ty : F r o m A G P S 
Price: $ 1 9 . 9 5 

Cancer in Australia 1 9 8 2 
GG Giles. BK Armstrong and LR Smith 
T h e first digest of Aus t ra l i an cance r 
inc idence s ta t i s t ics . Inc ludes 
g r a p h s , inc idence m a p s a n d 
microfiche tab les . 
Avai lab i l i ty : F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 1 5 ( i n c l u d e s p&p) 

Health care t e c h n o l o g y n e w s . 
An occas ional newsle t te r covering 
work re la ted to technology 
a s s e s s m e n t a n d u s a g e u n d e r t a k e n 
a t t he AIH a n d o the r cen t r e s in 
Aus t ra l i a a n d New Zealand . 

Avai lab i l i ty : F r o m AIH 
Price: Free t o s u b s c r i b e r s , $ 5 p & P for s i n g l e 
i s s u e s 

Health care t e c h n o l o g y s er i e s 
No 1: Angioplasty a n d o ther 

p e r c u t a n e o u s intervent ional 
t e chn iques in the t r e a tmen t 
of i schaemic h e a r t d i sease . 

No 2: Tin ted l enses in the 
t r e a t m e n t of t h e r ead ing 
d isabled . 

No 3 : Screening m a m m o g r a p h y 
technology. 

Avai labi l i ty: F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 5 p & p 

Health expenditure information 
bul let in 
The AIH p roduces occasional 
bul le t ins to u p d a t e details of hea l th 
expendi ture . First i s sue March 
1986. 

No 1: Preliminary e s t ima tes of 
hea l th expendi ture 1982-83 
to 1984-85 

No 2: Aus t ra l ian hea l th expend
i tu re 1982-83 to 1984-85 

No 3 : Aust ra l ian hea l th e x p e n d 
i tu re 1982-83 to 1985-86 

Avai labi l i ty : F r o m AIH 
Price: Free t o s u b s c r i b e r s , $ 5 (p&p) for s i n g l e 
r e q u e s t s 

Health differentials for working 
age Austral ians ' 
SH Lee, LR Smith E d'Espaignet and N 
Thomson 
Presen t s da t a on the differences In 
hea l th s t a t u s a n d r isk factors 
be tween sociodemographic groups 
In Austral ia . 
Avai labi l i ty : F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 1 2 . 0 0 ( i n c l u d e s p&p) 

Health workforce information 
bul let in 
Presen t s information from C e n s u s e s 
of Populat ion a n d Housing, 
beginning with 1 9 8 1 . They contain 
comparab le tables a n d bas ic da ta on 
the character is t ics of a r ange of 
hea l th occupat ions . 
No 1 
No 2 
No 3 
No 4 
No 5 

No 6; 

No 7: 
No 8: 
No 9: 

Nurse workforce 1981 
Medical workforce 1981 
Dental workforce 1981 
Physiotherapy workforcel98 
Occupat ional the rapy work
force 1981 
Speech therapy workforce 
1981 
Radiography workforce 1981 
Dietitian workforce 1981 
Chiropody workforce 1981 

No 10: Pharmacy workforce 1981 
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No 11: Prepara t ion of the hea l th 
professional th rough tert iary 
educa t ion in Austral ia 

No 12: Immigrat ion of hea l th prof
ess iona ls to Aust ra l ia 
1 9 8 2 - 8 3 to 1987-88 

No 13: Nurse workforce 1986 
No 14: Medical workforce 1986 
No 15: Dental workforce 1986 
No 16: Physiotherapy workforce l986 
No 17: Occupat ional therapy w o r k 

force 1986 
No 18: Speech therapy workforce 

1986 
No 19: Heal th professional a s s o c 

ia t ions: inventory of d a t a 
collections 

No 20 : Heal th professional reg is te r 
ing au thor i t i es : inventory of 
d a t a collections 

No 2 1 : Radiography workforce 1986 
No 22: Chiropody workforce 1986 
No 2 3 : P h a r m a c y workforce 1986 
No 24: Optometry workforce 1986 
No 2 5 : Prepara t ion of the hea l th 

professional th rough tert iary 
educa t ion in Austral ia 1988 . 

No 2 6 : Immigrat ion of hea l th 
profess ionals to Aust ra l ia 
1983-84 to 1988-89 . 

Avai labi l i ty: F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 5 p e r v o l u m e pfirp ( m a x i m u m $ 1 0 ) 

Hospital u t i l i sa t ion and c o s t s 
s t u d y 
Four volumes . T h e first major 
na t ional s t udy of hospi ta l u s e a n d 
cos t s s ince tlie J a m i s o n repor t in 
1980. The AIH. in cooperat ion with 
S ta te a n d Territory hea l th 
author i t ies , collected information 
for 1985-86 from every publ ic 
hospi ta l in Aust ra l ia . 

Volume 1: C o m m e n t a r y 
R Harvey and C Mathers 
Volume 2: Survey of publ ic 
hospi ta l s a n d related d a t a 
C Mathers and R Harvey 
Volume 3 : Projecting acu t e hospi ta l 
d e m a n d in 1996 for New Sou th 

Wales, Q u e e n s l a n d a n d Western 
Austra l ia . 
S Gillett and R Harvey 
Volume 4 : S tud ies a n d r e p o r t s 
p repared by a n d for t h e Aus t r a l i an 
Ins t i tu te of Heal th 
MRenwick, C Stevenson. N Staples and 
J Butler 

Availabi l i ty: F r o m AIH 
Price: $ 5 (pfirp) p e r v o l u m e 

Managing madness : psych ia try 
and s o c i e t y in Australia 
1 7 8 8 - 1 9 8 0 
M Lewis 
Examines a wide r ange of mater ia l 
Including psychia t r ic theor ies a n d 
t rea tment . Ins t i tu t ions a n d services, 
legislation a n d policy, a n d 
professional t ra in ing a n d re la t ions 
between t h e m e n t a l hea l th 
professions. 
Availabi l i ty: F r o m A G P S 
Price: $ 2 4 . 9 5 

Quality assurance in hosp i ta l s 
M Renwick and R Harvey 
Details the r e s u l t s of a survey 
u n d e r t a k e n by the AIH in 
collaboration with S t a t e a n d 
Territory hea l th au thor i t i e s . It 
p r e sen t s a comprehens ive p ic tu re of 
the p r e s e n t s t a t e of qual i ty 
a s s u r a n c e in Aus t ra l i an hosp i ta l s , 
a n d highl ights a r e a s need ing 
Improvement . 
Avai labi l i ty: O u t of pr in t b u t c a n b e o b t a i n e d 
t h r o u g h A G P S d e m a n d p r i n t i n g s e r v i c e for 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 2 9 . 9 5 . 

9 A in hospi ta ls—a d iges t 
M Renwick and R Harvey 
A 40-page s u m m a r y of Quality 
Assurance in hospitals. 
Avai labi l i ty: AIM 
Price: $ 5 (p&p) 

Report to t h e National C o m m i t t e e 
o n Health and Vital S t a t i s t i c s o n 
o u t c o m e data in hea l th 
JHaU, GMasters, KTarlo and G Andrews 
Recommenda t ions for developing 
nat ional hea l th s ta t i s t ics in 
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Aust ra l ia , b a s e d on a r e s e a r c h 
project se t u p to de t e rmine the 
app rop r i a t e m e t h o d s of m e a s u r i n g 
h e a l t h o u t c o m e s a n d to a s s e s s the 
use fu lnes s of exist ing d a t a 
col lect ions. 
Avai lab i l i t y : F r o m A G P S 
Pr ice : $ 2 . 9 5 (over t h e c o u n t e r ) . $ 5 (mal l order) 

T e c h n o l o g i e s in hea l th care: 
po l i c i e s and po l i t i c s 
J Daly. K Green and E Willis 
Proceedings of a w o r k s h o p on 
medical technology sponso red by 
t h e AIH in Augus t 1985 . 
Avai lab i l i ty : O u t of p r i n t b u t c a n b e o b t a i n e d 
t h r o u g h A G P S d e m a n d p r i n t i n g s e r v i c e for 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $34.95. 

Women's hea l th data 
r e q u i r e m e n t s 
SHLee 
D i s c u s s e s t h e need for s t ud i e s on 
w o m e n ' s hea l th to t ake a c c o u n t of 
s u c h factors a s social c lass , 
env i ronment , employment a n d life 
s t r e s s e s . 
Avai lab i l i t y : F r o m A G P S 
Pr ice : $ 6 . 9 5 

AIH reports & working papers 
Working p a p e r s a n d r epo r t s a re 
avai lable from the AIH. The re is a 
cha rge of $ 5 (p&p) pe r I tem 
( m a x i m u m $10). 
Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th (1989) 
Health of older persons: monitoring 
targets towards 2000. A statistical 
report to the Project Planning Team of 
the National Better Health Program 
Aus t ra l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th (1989) 
Preventable cancers: monitoring 
targets towards 2000. A statistical 
report to the Project Planning Team of 
the National Better Health Program 

Aus t r a l i an Ins t i tu te of Heal th {1989) 
Recommended national minimum 
data set for institutional health care. 
Report to the Aus t ra l i an Heal th 
Ministers* Advisory Counci l on the 

National Hospitals Stat is t ics 
Project. 
Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1989) 
National minimum data set for 
institutional health care. National 
Hospitals Stat is t ics Project. 
Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health (1989) 
Working party on inpatient 
non-inpatient services. Report to 
Aus t ra l ian Health Ministers ' 
Advisory Counci l . 
Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th (1990) 
Future directions. Draft report 
p repared by the Screening 
Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit for the 
Commonweal th Depar tment of 
Communi ty Services and Health. 
Aus t ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th (1990) 
Risk Factor Prevalence Study 1989: 
users guide to the dataset. Prepared 
on behalf of the National Heart 
Founda t ion of Austral ia . 
Aus t ra l ian ins t i tu te of Health Ethics 
Commit tee (1989) Guidelines for the 
assessment of activities. 
Aust ra l ian Insti tu te of Health 
Screening Evaluat ion Coordination 
Unit (1987) Report of the working 
party on the development. of a 
national cervical cancer screening 
strategy to the AHMAC 
sub-committee on breast and cervical 
cancer screening. 

Austra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health 
Screening Evaluat ion Coordination 
Unit (1988) Report of tlie working 
party on the evaluation of breast 
cancer screening pilot projects to the 
AHMAC sub-committee on breast and 
cervical cancer screening. 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health 
Taskforce on National Hospital 
Stat is t ics (1988). Final report to 
Australian Health Ministers' 
Advisory Council 
Bennet t SA (1989) Improved 
nutrition: monitoring targets towards 
2000. A statistical report to the 
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Project Planning Team of the National 
Better Health Program 
Donovan J W (1989) Scope for 
epidemiological studies of the 
carcinogenicity of Dapsone in 
Australian veterans: report to the 
Department of Veterans' Affairs. 
Donovan J W (1989) Proposal for an 
AIDS programs evaluation unit 
Donovan J W a n d Snow CA (1989) 
Investigation of a possible cluster of 
cancer cases in the CSIRO Division of 
Plant Industry. 
Gillett S a n d Nyo S (1989) Two 
working papers on diagnosis related 
groups using New South Wales 1986 
morbidity data: (1) Comparison of the 
470 and 471 versioixs. (2) 
Distribution of length of slay. 
Hailey D, Conway L a n d Danklw W 
(1990) Options for stereotactic 
radiosurgery. 
Harvey R (1986) Trends in health 
service provision and expenditure in 
Australia and their relevance to 
public hospitals. 
Harvey R (1987) Health economics 
teaching in Australia, Report of a n 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Health a n d 
Public Heal th Association 
Workshop, Sydney, Augus t 1987. 
Hindle D a n d Laffey J (1989) The 
classification of non-tnpatlent days 
of stay - a preliminary investigation 
of needs and methods. 
Hindle D a n d Laffey J (1990) 
Ambulatory encounters in hospital: a 
preliminary Investigation of needs for 
methods of classification. 
Honari M (1988) Identification of 
Aboriginally in health statistics. 

Mathers CD (1990) Accidental 
poisoning by household chemicals: a 
statistical report to the NHRMC 
Working Party. 
Mathers CD (1990) Australia's 
health goals and targets: data 
requirements and recommendations 
for review. Report to the National 
Better Health Program M a n a g e m e n t 
Commit tee . 
Mathers CD, Briscoe N a n d Merton C 
(1989) High blood pressure: 
monitoring targets towards 2000. A 
statistical report to the Project 
Planning Team of the National Better 
Health Program 
National Commit tee o n Heal th a n d 
Vital S ta t i s t ics (1986) The National 
Nosology Reference Centre. Report of 
tlie working pa r ty o n the proposa l to 
es tabl ish a na t iona l nosology cen t re . 
National Commit tee o n Heal th a n d 
Vital Sta t is t ics Cance r Sta t i s t ics 
Subcommi t t ee a n d Aus t ra l i an 
Ins t i tu te of Health (1986) National 
Cancer Statistics Clearing House 
—protocol 
Paden F. Cass ldy G a n d T h o m s o n N 
(1987) North Coast Aboriginal 
hospitalisation project- accuracy of 
identification of Aboriginal 
admissions. Report to the Regional 
Director, North Coas t Heal th Region, 
NSW D e p a r t m e n t of Heal th. 

Tenth revision of the International 
Classification of Diseases. 
Australia's response to World Health 
Organization proposals. (1986) 
Wood B, Lee SH a n d Smi th L (1987) 
Bibliography of Australian health 
differentials. Selected articles and 
monographs since 1980. (2 vols). 
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NHTAP 
T h e National Heal th Technology-
Advisory Panel (NHTAP), which h a s 
b e e n s u p p o r t e d by the AIH s ince 
ear ly 1987, advises t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h G o v e r n m e n t o n new 
a n d es tab l i shed h e a l t h technologies . 

NHTAP r e p o r t s provide a b a s i s for 
ra t ional decis ion m a k i n g on hea l th 
technology u s e a n d funding. They 
a re u s e d by Commonwea l th a n d 
S t a t e hea l th au tho r i t i e s a n d a r e of 
pa r t i cu la r In teres t to hea l th 
admin i s t r a to r s , professional bodies 
a n d indus t ry . 

NHTAP repo r t s a r e available from 
t h e AIH. Except for t h e newslet ter , 
wh ich is free, t he r e is a $ 5 pos tage 
a n d packaging charge . Check with 
t h e AIH Publ ica t ions Sect ion o n p&p 
cha rges for large o rde r s . 

NHTAP n e w s l e t t e r 
Publ i shed twice a y e a r ( J u n e a n d 
December) . Firs t i s s u e March 1985 . 
Avai labi l i ty : F r o m AIH 
Price: Free 

Artificial hear t s 
December 1988 
A u t o m a t e d afterloading in 
brae hy therapy 
July 1989 

B o n e mineral a s s e s s m e n t and 
os t eoporos i s 
October 1986 
Bone mineral a s s e s s m e n t : a n 
update 
October 1989 

Computer i sed per imetry 
October 1988 
Coronary ang iop las ty 
November 1989 

CT scann ing in Austral ia 
June 1988 
Digital subtract ion angiography 
May 1986 

Digital radiography s y s t e m s 
October 1988 
Dry chemis t ry pathology trial 
part 1: pre-trial in s t rument 
evaluat ions 
September 1987 
Dry chemis t ry pathology trial 
part 2: hospi ta l ward s ide room 
s tudy 
May 1988 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pathology trial 
part 3: general pract ice s t u d y 
December 1988 
Dry c h e m i s t r y pathology trial 
part 3: general practice s tudy 
synops i s 
December 1988 
Dry chemis t ry pathology trial 
part 4: overview 
February 1989 
Gallstone l i thotripsy 
December 1988 
High energy radiotherapy 
equipment 
September 1989 

In v ivo NMR spectroscopy 
March 1985 
Lasers in gynaeco logy 
February 1987 
Lasers in med ic ine 
October 1985 
Low back t e s t ing by d y n a m o m e t r y 
September 1989 

Magnetic resonance imaging 
services 
May 1990 

Medical cyc lotron faci l i t ies 
September 1984 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program: first 
interim report 
September 1987 

MRI a s s e s s m e n t program: s e c o n d 
interim report 
May 1988 
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MRI a s s e s s m e n t program c o n 
s e n s u s s t a t e m e n t o n cl inical 
eff icacy of MRI 
May 1988 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program third 
inter im report 
January 1989 
MRI a s s e s s m e n t program: fourth 
inter im report 
October 1989 

Nuclear magne t i c resonance 
Imaging 
June 1983 
Nuclear m a g n e t i c resonance 
imaging evaluat ion program 
s e l e c t i o n of s i t e s 
April 1984 
Oxygen concentra tors 
November 1987 
Portable fluoroscopic dev ices : t h e 
Uxi s cope 
March 1987 
Rotat ional t e s t i n g of vest ibular 
funct ion 
April 1986 
Screening mammography s e r v 
i ce s 
March 1988 
Shock wave l i thotr ipsy 
June 1985 
Shock wave l i thotripsy: a 
t echno logy update 
December 1987 
Surgical s tapl ing 
November 1986 
Usage of e n d o s c o p y in Australia 
October 1987 

AHMAC Superspecialty 
Services Subcommittee 
Reports by the Superspecia l ty 
Services Subcommi t t ee of the 
Aus t ra l i an Health Ministers ' 
Advisory Council (AHMAC) relate to 

the development of guidel ines for 
S ta te or na t iona l p l ann ing of 
specialised hea l th services for r a r e 
d i seases or Involving costly 
t r ea tmen t s . The first seven repor t s 
In the series were pub l i shed by 
AHMAC. All a re available from tlie 
AIH for a $ 5 pos tage a n d packaging 
fee. 

Guidel ines for burn t rea tment 
1982 

Guidel ines for cardiac surgery 
1983 

Guidel ines for leve l three 
neonata l in tens ive care 
1983 

Guidel ines for g e n e t i c disorders 
1985 

Guidel ines for b o n e marrow 
transplantat ion s erv i ce s 
1985 

Guidel ines for cancer t r e a t m e n t 
serv ices 
1987 

Guidel ines for major p last ic and 
reconstruct ive surgery 
1988 

Guidel ines for a c u t e spinal cord 
injury serv ices 
1990 

NPSU 
Responsibili ty for the funding of the 
National Perinatal Sta t is t ics Uni t 
(NPSU) w a s t ransferred to the 
Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Heal th in 
1985. The Uni t is located in the 
Depar tmen t of Public Health a t t he 
University of Sydney. Publ ica t ions 
are available from the NPSU free of 
charge. 

Perinatal news l e t t er 
Published four t imes a year. Firs t 
i s sue February 1988. 

91 



Annual report 1989-90 

Congeni ta l mal format ions m o n i t 
oring report and c o n g e n i t a l m a l 
format ions Austral ia 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 7 
Publ i shed four t imes a year . Firs t 
i s sue 1 9 8 1 . 

Congeni ta l mal format ions 
Australia, 1 9 8 0 - 1 9 8 4 

Report on t h e i n c i d e n c e of major 
c o n g e n i t a l mal format ions in t h e 
Coffs Harbour region of NSW 
P Lancaster and J Baker (1985J 
Congeni ta l mal format ion and 
o ther reproduct ive o u t c o m e s in 
Coffs Harbour, 1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 5 . Report 
to t h e NSW Department of Health 
M Carey and P Lancaster {1987) 
In v i tro fert i l isat ion pregnanc ies , 
Austral ia and New Zealand 
1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 4 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and 
Fertility Society of Australia (1985) 

In v i tro fert i l i sat ion pregnanc ies , 
Austral ia and New Zealand 
1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 5 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and 
Fertility Society of Australia (1987) 

IVF a n d GIFT pregnancies , 
Austral ia and New Zealand 1 9 8 6 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and 
Fertility Society of Australia (1987) 

IVF a n d GIFT pregnanc ies , 
Austral ia and New Zealand 1 9 8 7 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and 
Fertility Society of Australia (1988) 

IVF and GIFT pregnancies , 
Austral ia a n d New Zealand 1 9 8 8 
National Perinatal Statistics Unit and 
Fertility Society of Australia (1990) 

Homebir ths in Australia 1 9 8 5 - 8 7 
Bastion H and Lancaster PAL (1990) 

NISU & related projects 
T h e National Inj ury Survei l lance 
Unit w a s es tab l i shed in 1 9 9 0 a s p a r t 
o f t h e injury prevent ion initiatives of 
tlie National Bet ter Heal th Program. 
NISU c o n t i n u e s a n d e x p a n d s the 

work of the National Injury 
Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project 
which preceded It. 

Child injury survei l lance sys t em: 
a feasibi l i ty s tudy for Australia 
JNMoller and GV Vimpani 
CAPFA. Melbourne (1985) 
Avai labi l i ty: F r o m Chi ld A c c i d e n t P r e v e n t i o n 
F o u n d a t i o n of A u s t r a l i a ( 03 6 6 3 1 3 1 9 ) 
Price: Free 

Interim report: National Injury 
Survei l lance and • Prevention 
Project 
GV Vimpani and P Hartley 

NISPP nat ional bul let in 
First i s sue September 1987. final 
i s sue . No 3 , w a s publ ished inAugus t 
1988. 

The Link 
Quarter ly newslet ter replacing the 
NISPP nat ional bulletin. First i s sue 
pub l i shed Augus t 1989. 

Reports and working papers 
Vimpani A (1989) A validation study 
of collection Instrument and coding 
system used for National fo/ury 
Surveillance and Prevention Project 
Woodard KL (1987) Children sports 
iiyurtes review. 
Woodard KL (1989) Sports injuries 
review. 

DSRU 
The Dental Stat is t ics a n d Research 
Unit (DSRU), based a t tlie University 
of Adelaide, is developing 
information a n d stat is t ics on the 
denta l labourforce a n d o n dental 
hea l th s t a t u s . Publicat ions a n d 
working papers a re available from 
DSRU free of charge . 

Redesign of t h e chi ld dental 
hea l th survey 
Dental Statistics and Research Unit 
(1988) 

92 



Cumulative publications list 

Working papers & reports 
Dental Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) National statistics, national 
register of dentists. Report to the 
Pres idents of t h e Dental Boards of 
Austral ia Conference 
Dental Stat is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) Australian Longitudinal 
Study on Ageing, dental component. 
Report on the 1988 pilot s t udy 
Dental Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) Chad Dental Health Survey. A 
discuss ion paper 
Dental Stat is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) Report in the Australian 
Dental Association News Bulletin, 
November 1988 
Dental Sta t is t ics a n d Research Unit 
(1988) Etlinictty/AboriginalUy. 

Review of ques t ions (as a pa r t of the 
redesign of the Child Denta l Health 
Survey a n d in r e sponse to the n e e d s 
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Appendix 9 

Freedom of information 
T h e r e w a s o n e r e q u e s t for Information u n d e r the provisions of the Freedom of 
InformattonActdttrlng t he year. T h e reques t , for s u m m a r y information collated 
from t h e Child Denta l Heal th Survey, w a s fulfilled. 
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Appendix 10 

Abbreviations 
ABN Aust ra l ian Bibliographic Network 
ABS Aust ra l ian Bureau of Sta t is t ics 
AHMAC Aus t ra l i an Health Ministers ' Advisory Council 
AHMC Aust ra l ian Health Ministers ' Conference 
AHTAC Aus t ra l i an Health Technology Advisory Commit tee 
AIATSIS Aust ra l ian Ins t i tu te of Aboriginal a n d Tor res S t ra i t I s lander 

S tud ies 
AIH Aus t ra l i an Inst i tute of Health 
ANU Aus t ra l i an National University 
ASAC Aus t ra l i an Statist ics Advisory Council 
CT computer i sed tomography 
DCSH D e p a r t m e n t of Communi ty Services a n d Heal th (Commonwealth) 
DRG diagnosis related g roup 
EEO equal employment oppor tuni ty 
GIFT game te in bra-fallopian transfer 
HIC Heal th In su rance Commiss ion 
LWOP leave wi thout pay 
IVF in vitro fertilisation 
MRI magne t ic resonance imaging 
NCADA National Campaign Against Drug Abuse 
NCEPH National Centre for Epidemiology a n d Populat ion Heal th 

(Australian National University) 
NBHP National Better Heal th Program 
NCHVS National Commit tee on Health and Vital Sta t is t ics 
NHMRC National Health a n d Medical Research Counci l 
NHTAP National Health Technology Advisory Panel 
NISPP National Injury Surveil lance a n d Prevention Project 
NISU National Injury Surveil lance Unit 
OECD Organisa t ion for Economic Co-operat ion a n d Development 
PHA Public Health Association of Austral ia , Inc. 
RADGAC Research a n d Development G r a n t s Advisory Commit tee 
SECU Screening Evaluat ion Coordinat ion Unit 
WHO World Health Organization 
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