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Foreword

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare is pleased to present Institutional Mental
Health Services in Australia 1997–98 which releases data in the first annual report of the
National Minimum Data Set—institutional mental health care (NMDS). The publication of
these data is a substantial step forward in the release of relevant information and the
Institute will continue its efforts to report Australia’s mental health services statistics.
Planning and developing the report also reflects a major effort by data providers in State and
Territory health authorities, and by Institute staff.

The State and Territory data providers and the Institute will continue their efforts in
improving national reporting of both patient-level and establishment-level data through the
work of the National Mental Health Information Strategy Committee and the National
Health Data Committee. A major effort is in progress under the National Health Information
Agreement to improve standards for more consistent reporting on specialised mental health
care data by all jurisdictions, and to ensure that the particular needs of data users in the field
are met. We hope to improve timeliness of the hospital data further as the data supply
problems and validation criteria for specialised mental health services are progressively
addressed by State and Territory administrations. In addition, further work is planned for
improving data standards and developing new data elements for reporting on community
mental health care; data which will have an important strategic purpose in monitoring
service delivery for people with a mental disorder.

We are keen to learn from users how the future reports can best meet their information
needs and invite readers to comment on this first report of the institutional mental health
care NMDS.

Richard Madden
Director

January 2000
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