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illness groups, plus one 'unspecified' group. In the cross-tabulations by birthplace, 
there were insufficient numbers in the category 'congenital anomalies' to permit 
analysis. The category 'complications of pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium' 
obviously does not apply to males. Therefore 15 groups of illnesses for men, and 16 for 
women form the basis of the following discussion. 
The major components of each major disease category are given below. Figures in 
bracke� refer to the number of persons, in thousands, reporting that condition (Austra
lian Btfreau of Statistics 1991 b). 

,/ 

Infecttous and parasitic: Mostly 'other'. 
Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases and immunity disorders: High choles
terol (383.0), diabetes (193.7), gout (187.8) and thyroid (142.5). 

Neoplasms (273.8) 
Diseases of blood and blood-forming organs (146.0). 
Mental disorders: Nerves, tension, nervousness, emotional problems (161.2), mental 
retardation (72.2), depression (46.8) and psychoses (25.7). 
Diseases of the nervous system and sense organs: Disorders of refraction and accom
modation (5351.9), deafness (complete or partial) (685.4), migraine (578.2), other 
diseases of the eye and adnexa (560.9). 
Diseases of the circulatory system: Hypertension (1210.0), varicose veins (414.8),heart 
disease (317.1), haemorrhoids (197.0), and ill-defined (193.4). 
Diseases of the respiratory system: Hayfever (1658.2), asthma (1364.8), sinusitis (548. 7) 
and bronchitis and emphysema (500.5) . 

Diseases of the digestive system: Hernia (261.4) and ulcer (230.7). 
iseases of the genitourinary system: Kidney disease (165.3), disorders of menstru
tion (88.5) and other urinary tract (86.7). 
islases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue: Eczema and dermatitis (627.3). 
'"seases of the musculoskeletal system:and connective tissue: Arthritis (1803.4), back 

uble (1370.6) and disorders of the intervertebral disc (446.4). 
ptoms, signs and ill-defined conditions: Allergy unspecified (363.4), headache -
to unspecified or trivial cause (82.1), insomnia (69.6), headache -due to stress or 

.sion (43.3). 
'tfry and poisoning: Injuries (218.0). 

bility not elsewhere classified (115.2). 
irst step was to analyse the age-standardised ratios with respect to each of these 
ups (16 for women) for the major birthplace groups: Australia, United Kingdom 

land, Overseas minus United Kingdom & Ireland, Total Overseas, Greece and 
These results are shown separately for males and females in Tables 7.22 and 7.23. 
· plicity 'Overseas minus United Kingdom & Ireland' will be referred to as 

ritish immigrants'; this group includes Greeks and Italians.
' ' 

ch of thecltronic illness groups shown, non-British immigrant men have lower
.ndardised ratios than Australian-born men, with significantly low ratios with
to 8 of the 15 conditions: infectious and parasitic diseases, neoplasms, diseases

.ervous and sense organs, diseases of the circulatory system, diseases of the res-
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