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Preface 

This is the second full annual report about the services funded by governments across 
Australia for people with a disability. It provides information that will help agencies, 
government departments, users of CSTDA-funded services and the general public to better 
understand the services and their clients. 
The report examines data from the 2004–05 Commonwealth State/Territory Disability 
Agreement National Minimum Data Set (CSTDA NMDS). This NMDS was originally 
developed in 1993 and 1994, with the first collection taking place in 1995. From 1995 to 2002 
the collection was conducted on a single ‘snapshot’ day basis. The redeveloped CSTDA 
NMDS was implemented nationally in late 2002 and collection began on a full financial year 
basis. The full-year collection has significantly improved our ability to enumerate and 
compile a comprehensive picture of CSTDA service users and the services they receive. 
This report presents data relating to disability support services operating under the CSTDA, 
and the people who accessed them over the financial year. This is the second full financial 
year of data available from this collection, based on data collected from 1 July 2004 to  
30 June 2005. 
For the first time, this report is able to examine some comparative data between two full 
financial years (2003–04 and 2004–05). The capacity to do this will increase with each year of 
collection. The report also contains a strong focus on data items relating to support needs, 
informal carers and living arrangements of people who access CSTDA-funded services. 
 
 
 
 
Penny Allbon 
Director 
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