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Preface 
Public health activities undertaken or funded by governments are important aspects of the 
Australian health care system. They are aimed at preventing illness and enhancing the 
wellbeing and quality of life of a nation’s population. What is spent now on public health 
activities lowers the future demand for more expensive health interventions. 
This is the fourth in a series of reports that has analysed expenditure on public health by 
health departments in Australia. Each of these reports has been compiled by the AIHW with 
the important cooperation of the Commonwealth and State health authorities. Like the other 
reports in the series, this report has been funded by the Population Health Division of the 
Department of Health and Ageing.  
This publication presents the most recent estimates of funding and expenditure on public 
health activities for the financial years 2001–02, 2002–03 and 2003–04. In addition, it presents 
some revisions to previously published estimates for 1999–00 and 2000–01. 
In this report a separate chapter is allocated to the analysis of each jurisdiction’s expenditure 
on public health activities. 
Because of the revisions to previously published estimates any comparisons of expenditure 
over time should be based on the funding and expenditure information provided in this 
publication rather than by reference to earlier publications. 
 
 
 
 
Penny Allbon 
Director 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
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