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National health data dictionary

Foreword

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) is pleased to produce this
seventh version of the National health data dictionary, which is a vital tool for use in
ensuring the quality of Australian health data.

This edition includes a significant change in presentation, with data elements now
presented according to their relationship to entities in the National Health
Information Model. The data continues to be presented according to ISO/IEC
International Standard 11179 Specification and Standardization of Data Elements — the
standard for defining data elements issued by the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), as
these appear to have been accepted positively by users.

The dictionary was first made available in electronic form from July 1997 via the
National Health Information Knowledgebase at the Institute’s Internet home page
(http://www.aihw.gov.au). The Knowledgebase has been updated to incorporate
the seventh version of the dictionary. It is expected that the Knowledgebase will
become the standard form of release for the dictionary and, as Internet access
becomes more common, the requirement for this publication in hard copy will
diminish. A downloadable copy of the dictionary is available from the Internet
through the Institute’s home page.

All Australian health departments, the Australian Bureau of Statistics, the AIHW,
key non-government agencies, representatives of private hospitals and the private
health insurance industry cooperate to produce in the dictionary a set of core
definitions and data items for use in all Australian health data collections. Use of the
dictionary will help ensure that data is collected uniformly from all services and
jurisdictions throughout Australia and thereby improve the quality of information
for community discussion and public policy debate on health issues in Australia.

Thanks are due to Joe Christensen, Jonette McDonnell, Trish Ryan, Laura Reece,
Bernie Crowe and Alannah Smith of the Institute staff who have prepared the
material for this seventh edition, and to all members of the National Health Data
Committee who have overseen its preparation.

I urge all collectors of health-related data in Australia to use the dictionary and so
improve comparability and quality of Australian health data. Dictionary content has
been expanding beyond institutional health care, and many of the new data elements
relate to other sectors of health care.

The National Health Data Committee, and the Institute, continue to welcome
comment on the dictionary. Readers are encouraged to complete and return the
feedback sheet included at the back of the dictionary. In addition, should readers
have any views on future improvements to the dictionary, please contact the Institute
so that the issues can be addressed.

Richard Madden
Director
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
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List of data elements

Data element name NHIK ID no. Page no.
ACEIVIEY WhEN INJUPEA. .....eeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 000002 280
Actual place of DIrth ...........ueeiiiii 000003 182
Acute care episode for admitted patients (Concept)...........cccuwweeeeeeveeeeennnee. 000004 296
Additional diagnosis — ICD-10-AM code" ...........cooveeereeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeenns 000005 94
Additional diagnosis — ICD-9-CM COE.............uuuriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 000005 96
Additional procedures — ICD-10-AM COAE™...........cceeveveeereeieieeeieeeees 000006 344
Additional procedures — ICD-9-CM COUE.........ccevveririiiieeeeeeeeeiiiiie e e e eeeaanns 000006 346
AdMINISIALIVE EXPENSES ... .uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeaaeeeees 000244 198
AAMISSION GALE.......eeiiiiieeiiiiiiei it e e e seenees 000008 305
AAMISSION tIME® ... 000358 297
AAMISSION (COMCEPL) ...ttt 000007 304
Admitted patient (CONCEPL) ..........ccoovieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 000011 250
Adult abdomen to hiP ratio® ..........covvevivieeiciee e 000373 14
Adult abdominal circumference — measured® ............cccccveevieeieesiecie e 000372 17
Adult abdominal circumference (CONCEPL)* .......c.oovvvvevvveeicieeeiee e, 000371 16
Adult body MAasS INAEX .......ccviiiieiieiie e 000367 20
Adult body mass index — classification® .............cccccoeeeiiiiiiiiiii e 000368 23
Adult height — measured® .............cocveviiiie e 000362 27
Adult height — Self-reported® ...........cccooveiiieiieiie e 000363 31
AdUlt REIGNL (CONCEPE) ..o 000361 26
Adult hip circumference —measured® .............cccoooeeiieiiecie e 000370 35
Adult hip circumference (Concept)’ ...........cccoeeveeceeceeeieeeieeie e 000369 34
Adult weight — MeasUred® .............cocveiiiiiieeieecee et 000365 39
Adult weight — self-reported® .............ccovieeiieiie e 000366 42
AdUIt WEIGNT (CONCEPL) .ot 000364 38
Anaesthesia administered during 1abour ..., 000013 348
Analgesia administered during [abour ..............cccccviiiiin e 000014 349
APJAr SCOME At 1 MINMUEE.......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee et e e e e e e e e eeeaes 000344 98
APJAr SCOrE at 5 MINUEES .....uvvviiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 000345 99
Area Of USUAl rESIAENCE .........viiiiiiie e 000016 162
2T T o o = 000019 274
Birth PIUFAIILY ... rre 000020 275
Birthweight (CONCEPE)..........uueeee e 000021 100
Bodily location of Main iNJUIY.......... e 000086 101
Capital eXPENAITUIE.......ccoe i 000248 190
Capital expenditure — gross (accrual accounting) ..........oooeveeeeeieiiinnnnnnnnnn... 000325 192
Capital expenditure — net (accrual accounting)..........cccoeeeeeieiiiiiniinnnnnnnnnnnnn. 000396 195
Carer availability™ ..............coooevieiee e 000022 458
Category reassignment date...........ooooeviiiiiiiii 000391 307
CENSUS AALE ....eeiiiiieeeiiiiie ettt e e e st e e e e e s s eb e e aaeas 000174 404
Classification of health labour force job.........ccccooviiiiiiiiiii 000023 46

¢ Indicates a new data element

0 Indicates a new version of a data element
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Data element name NHIK ID no. Page no.
Clinical revView (CONCEPL)...........cooue i, 000024 396
(O [T Tor= VT {11 o[V 000025 308
Compensable STAtUS.........ooooi i 000026 397
Complication of labour and delivery — ICD-10-AM code " .................c......... 000027 103
Complication of labour and delivery — ICD-9-CM code .........cccoevvvvveeeeennnn. 000027 104
Complications of pregnancy — ICD-10-AM code" ............cccovvvevveeevenenne, 000028 105
Complications of pregnancy — ICD-9-CM ..., 000028 106
Congenital malformations — BPA code............ccooeiiiiii, 000029 107
Congenital malformations — ICD-10-AM code".............cccovveeeveeerererene, 000030 108
Congenital malformations — ICD-9-CM COdE .........ccovvvrirviiieeeeeieeeiccee e, 000030 109
Country Of Dirth.....oooo 000035 4
Date Of DIFth.....ccooo e 000036 5
Date of change to qualification Status® .............cccceeviiiiiiii i, 000342 350
Date of completion of last previous pregnancy ...........cccccceeennnnnnnnnnens 000037 110
Date Of firSt CONMMACT .......veieieiiiieieieeie e 000039 310
Date of first delivery of SENVICE™ .........oooiioeee e 000038 312
Date Of IaSt CONACE” .......vovivrieiiiiisieieieieee s 000040 384
Date Of SEIVICE BVENE® .........ccviiviiiiciieeie et 000356 299
DaAte Of trHAGE® .. .eeiveeiieeie et 000353 314
Date Patient PreSENTS .........coiuiieieeeiie ettt 000350 315
Day program atteNTanCeS. ...... ... 000211 351
Department of Veterans’ Affairs file number ... 000204 252
DEPAITUIE STALUS® .....uviiiiuiieetieeiiee ettt e et e et e e et e ette e e et e sbe e e staeeeebee e 000359 385
Dependency in activities of daily iVing™.............ccccooveevvieieceeecceeeeee 000309 146
[ 1=T o] £=TouT- 1T ] o 1 000246 199
Diagnosis related groUp ... 000042 113
DIagNOSIS (CONCEPL) ....c.vvevieeee ettt 000398 111
(DT ETod gF= 10 T= T = (U 000043 387
DOMESHIC SEIVICES ...uieiieieeieiie ettt e e e e e e e et e e e e e e eaeaann s 000241 200
Drug SUPPHES . 000238 201
Elective Care (CONCEPL) ........uueeee e 000348 230
EleCtive SUrgery (CONCEPL) ... 000046 353
Emergency Department waiting time to admission® ............ccccccceeveveeenee. 000397 408
Emergency Department waiting time to service delivery® .........c..cocovveeneen. 000347 409
Employment status — public psychiatric hospital admissions ...................... 000317 51
Employment status — acute hospital and private psychiatric hospital
= Lo 0 011 o] o 1 000395 49
Establishment identifier.......... ... 000050 158
Establishment NUMDET ..o 000377 160
EStabliSNMEeNt SECLOK .......covveiiie e 000379 170
EStabliSNMeENt tYPe ... 000327 150
External cause — admitted patient — ICD-10-AM code”.............ccoveverennee. 000053 282
External cause — admitted patient — IDC-9-CM code............cooeeeeeeiiiiiiennne 000053 284
External cause — human intent”................ccocoovoeeeeieeeeceeeeeeeeeee e 000382 285
External cause — non-admitted patient” ..............ccccoveeeeeeeee e 000381 287
First admission for psychiatric treatment ............cccoooeiiiiiiiiiee 000139 316
¢ Indicates a new data element
O Indicates a new version of a data element
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Data element name NHIK ID no. Page no.
First day of the last menstrual period ...........cooovviiiiii i, 000056 115
oo T0 JE=TW o] o] 1= 000240 202
Full-time equivalent staff.............ccooiiiiiiii e 000252 203
Geographical location of establishment.................ccceiiiiii i, 000260 178
GEStAtioONAl A0E ... .ceiiieiiie e aaaa 000060 117
Gestational age (CONCEPL).........oeuuuiieii e a e 000059 116
GOAl OF CAE ...t 000111 234
GIOUP SESSIONS. ... .ciiiiiiiiiie e e e e ettt et e e e e e e e e ee et eeeeeeeeaasaa e e aeeesessssnnaaeaaaeees 000210 354
Health labour force (CoONCept)...........ouuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 000061 454
Health outCOmME (CONCEPE)........cccoeeeiieeiiei e 000062 226
Health outcome indicator (CONCEPE)........cccceeevvveiiiiiiieeeeeeci e 000063 227
Hospital boarder (CONCEPL)" ..........ccooeieieee et 000065 253
Hospital CENSUS (CONCEPL)........cccceeeeeeeiiie e 000066 405
Hospital INSUraNCe StatUS...........cooeviiiiiiiiie e 000075 84
Hospital waiting list (CONCEPE)...........oouuuviiiiieiiicie e 000067 231
HOSPItal (CONCEPL) ... s 000064 166, 240
Hours on-call (not worked) by medical practitioner............ccccceevveeevvieninnnnn.. 000393 264
Hours worked by health professional ............ccccciiiiiiiiiiiicici e, 000313 265
Hours worked by medical practitioner in direct patient care......................... 000392 267
Indicator procedure - ICD-10-AM €ode" ..........c.coeoiveieeeeeeeee e 000073 355
Indicator procedure — ICD-9-CM COUE.......cceeeviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeie e 000073 358
INAIGENOUS STALUS ..vvuuie e e e e e e s 000001 6
Indirect health care expenditure...........cccoevieeiiiiiiiiii e, 000326 205
INdivIdUAl/groUP SESSION ......uvveiiieeiieeiiie e e e s 000235 300
Infant weight, neonate, stillborn ...........ccccoeiii i, 000010 118
Intended length of hospital Stay ...........ccceeviiiiiiiiiiii e 000076 398
Intended place of birth ..........oeiiii i 000077 402
INtensive care UNit (CONCEPL).........couumuiiiii e 000078 167
INTEIESE PAYMENTS .. .. e e e e e e e e e ea e e e eaaaaeees 000245 207
Inter-hospital same-day contracted patient................ccoevvviiiiiie e, 000079 361
Length Of StAY......uviiiii i 000119 412
IS 1T [ = L (= 000082 317
Live DIrth (CONCEPL).......ccoeeeee e 000083 120
Location immediately prior to admission to nursing home ............ccccccee...... 000084 183
\V/E=TTo] gfo [F=To [ a [0 1S A Tolor= 1= Te o] VR 000088 121
MAITEAl SEALUS ...ttt 000089 72
Maternal medical conditions — ICD-10-AM code" ..........ccccvevevevvereeveereeennnn. 000090 123
Maternal medical conditions — ICD-9-CM COUE .......ccceeveiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeeeeeeennn 000090 124
Medical and surgical SUPPHES ......cccevvviiiiiiie e 000239 208
MediCare NUMDBDET .........uiii s 000091 254
Mental health [egal StAtUS".............ccceeiie e 000092 90
Method OF DIrth ......eeeeeiiiiii s 000093 277
Minutes of operating theatre time..........cccoovv i, 000094 363
1Y/ [ To [c R o) IE=1=T o =T = L1 o o S 000096 389
Narrative description of iNjury eVent............cooovviiiiii e 000099 289

+ Indicates a new data element

0 Indicates a new version of a data element

vi Introduction



National health data dictionary

Data element name NHIK ID no. Page no.
Nature of main injury — non-admitted patient” ...............ccccccoeeeveceverenennan. 000087 125
Need for iINterPreter SEIVICE ....oovi i e 000100 237
Neonatal death (CONCEPL) ........ccooi e 000101 292
Neonatal morbidity — ICD-10-AM code™ ............ccoveveeveiieereeeeeeeeeeeeee 000102 128
Neonatal morbidity — I[CD-9-CM COE.........ccooiiiiiiiiiee 000102 129
NEONALE (CONCEPL) ... 000103 2
Non-admitted patient (CONCEPL)........cccoeeiiiiieiieeeeees 000104 255
NON-€elective Care (CONCEPL) ... 000105 364
Non-salary operating CoStS® ..........cccviiuiiiiiiie i 000360 209
Number of acute (qualified)/unqualified days for newborns® ....................... 000346 413
Number of available beds for admitted patients..............cccccoeiiiiiiiiiinnnnens 000255 455
Number of contacts (psychiatric outpatient clinic/day program) .................. 000141 365
Number of days in special/neonatal intensive care..........cccccceeveeeeeveeenennnnnn. 000009 366
Number of leave Periods. ........coooooii 000107 391
NUISING diagnOSIS™ ........c.ooviiiiiiieeeeeeceee e 000110 130
NUISING INtEIVENTIONS ... 000112 368
OCCASIONS Of SEIVICE ....iiiiiiiiiiee ettt 000209 414
OccUpPation Of PEISON ....uvuiii e e 000230 59
Occupation (CONCEPL) ......cccoeeiiiiiiii e, 000229 242
ONSEL OF [ADOUT ..o 000113 370
Other recurrent eXPENItUre ..........uuuiiiie i 000247 211
Other TEVENUES. ... .o 000323 212
Outcome of last Previous Pregnancy ... 000114 132
OVerdue Pati€Nt........oooiiiiiiiee 000085 416
Overnight-stay patient (CONCEPL) ..., 000116 256
Patient accommodation eligibility Status...........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 000118 399
PALIENT GAYS ... 000206 417
Patient IStING STAUS. ........uuuiiiiiiiii bbb 000120 318
Patient presentation at Emergency Department (concept)® ..............c......... 000349 320
Pati@Nt FEVENUE ....uiie et e e e e e et e e e e e e e eenaaan s 000296 213
PatieNt traNSPOM ... .. rrre 000243 215
Pati€Nt (CONCEPL) ...t e 000117 258
Patients in residence at year €Nd..........ccccoooiiiiiiiiii 000208 419
Payments to visiting medical offiCers..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 000236 216
Pension status — nursing home residents...........ccoooooiiiiiiiiis 000383 86
Pension status — psychiatric Patients ............cccooooimiiiee 000121 87
Perinatal period (CONCEPL)........cccoiiiiieii e eeeeeeee 000124 133
PeriN@al StALUS. ... ..uiiieeeieeeiicie e e e e e e e e 000125 134
Period of residence in AuStralia ............ccoooooiiiie 000126 8
Person Identifier .........veeeeieeee e 000127 260
Place of occurrence of external cause of injury — admitted patient —

ICD-10-AM COUB ..o, 000384 184
Place of occurrence of external cause of injury — admitted patient —

ICD-9-CM COUE ...ttt e et e e e e e 000384 185
Place of occurrence of external cause of injury — non-admitted patient....... 000128 186

¢ Indicates a new data element

O Indicates a new version of a data element
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Data element name NHIK ID no. Page no.
Postpartum complication — ICD-10-AM code” ...........cccvevveeeeeceieieeenn 000131 135
Postpartum complication — ICD-9-CM COdE .......ccoovvieeviiviiiiiiie e, 000131 136
Preferred 1anguage” ............cooveveveeveeeeeeeeeeee et 000132 74
Presentation at Dirth ... 000133 278
PrevioUuS PregnanCI©S . ... ... bbb eeeeee 000134 137
Principal area of clinical PractiCe...........ccoooooioiiii e 000135 63
Principal diagnosis — ICD-10-AM €ode™ ............cooveveveivieeeeeeee e 000136 139
Principal diagnosis — [CD-9-CM COE..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieees 000136 141
Principal procedure — ICD-10-AM code" ...........cccoeeeveveeereeeeeeeeeee e 000137 371
Principal procedure — ICD-9-CM COUE........cccvvriiiviiiie e e 000137 373
Principal role of health professional..............ccooooiiiiiiiiiie 000138 66
Profession labour force status of health professional.............cccccoeeiiiiinnnnns 000140 68
QUAITICALION STALUS® ....veiieveeeiriecceiee ettt e e et e e et e st e e s ere e e srbe e e eree e 000343 375
ReasON fOr reMOVAL ... 000142 321
RECOVETIES ...ttt e e s e e e e e e 000295 217
Referral to further care (psychiatric patients).........ccoooeeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeee 000143 323
REGION COUE ... bbb eeeeee 000378 171
Repairs and MaiNtENaNCE ..........cccvvvivuiiiiie e e e e 000242 219
Resuscitation of DabY ... 000145 376
Salaries anNd WageS ......coooiiiieii e 000254 220
Same-day patient (CONCEPL)...........uueiee e 000146 261
Scheduled admisSiOn date.............oooiiiiiiiiiii 000147 325
Separation (CONCEPL) ........coo e 000148 392
Y =T =T = L1 o] 1S 000205 420
ST TP PTT PRI 000149 9
Source of referral to acute hospital or private psychiatric hospital............... 000385 172
Source of referral to public psychiatric hospital................ccccc, 000150 173
Specialised service INAICAOIS .........cooiiiiiiiiii e 000321 460
StALE IAENTITIET ..eeeeieeeiee e 000380 174
State/Territory of birth..........ooo 000155 11
Status of the baby.........coooo 000159 143
Stillbirth (foetal death) (CONCEPL) .......ccceeeeeeveeiiie e 000160 145, 293
Superannuation employer contributions (including funding basis) .............. 000237 222
Surgical SPECIAILY........ccoeei i 000161 269
TeAChING SLALUS .....coieeeiii e e 000322 155
TiMe Of SEIVICE BVENE" ...t 000357 301
TiME Of tHAGE® ...t sbaesree s 000354 326
TiMe PAtiENt PrESENES® ....covveiiieiie ittt s e srre e e 000351 327
Total hours worked by a medical practitioner ............ccccveveveeeveviiiiiiieiienennn. 000394 271
TOtAl [EAVE TAYS ... 000163 393
Total psychiatric Care days”............ccvceveeereeeeeeeeeeee e 000164 421
Total waiting time (CeNSUS data) ..........cevvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 000165 424
Total waiting time (throughput data).............ccceeeiiiiiriiiic e, 000386 426
THAGE CAtBUONY® ...ttt ettt ea e beesbeesree s 000355 328
Type and sector of employment establishment ..., 000166 176

¢ Indicates a new data element

O Indicates a new version of a data element
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Data element name NHIK ID no. Page no.
Type of admitted patient care for long-stay patients — ICD-10-AM code" ....000388 428
Type of admitted patient care for long-stay patients — ICD-9-CM code ....... 000388 429
Type of admitted patient care for overnight patients — ICD-10-AM code"....000387 430
Type of admitted patient care for overnight patients — ICD-9-CM code........ 000387 432
Type of admitted patient care for same-day patients — ICD-10-AM code"...000232 434
Type of admitted patient care for same-day patients — ICD-9-CM code....... 000232 436
Type of admitted patient care for short-stay patients — ICD-10-AM code”...000389 438
Type of admitted patient care for short-stay patients — ICD-9-CM code....... 000389 439
Type of augmentation of [aboUr ............covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 000167 377
Type of epiSOE Of CArE ......cccvieeeecie e 000168 378
Type of 1abour INAUCTHION .........covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 000171 382
Type of non-admitted patient Care.............uvvvvvvivieiiieiiieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 000231 440
Type of non-admitted patient care (nursing homes and hostels)................. 000234 444
Type of non-admitted patient care (public psychiatric, alcohol and drug) ....000233 445
Type of nursing home admiSSION .........cevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeeeeeeeeee e 000172 330
Type of usual acCoOMMOAALION ........oevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 000173 80
TYPE OF VISIE® ..ot 000352 332
Waiting list category — ICD-10-AM code” ...........coovveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 000176 334
Waiting list category — ICD-9-CM COUE .........uuvuriiiiiiiieiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 000176 338
Waiting time since last category reassignment (census data) .................... 000268 448
Waiting time since last category reassignment (throughput data) .............. 000390 450

¢ Indicates a new data element
O Indicates a new version of a data element
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Introduction

The National health data dictionary was first published as the National Minimum Data
Set — Institutional Health Care in September 1989. In March 1993 the National health data
dictionary — Institutional Health Care (Version 2.0) was published. Since the signing of
the National Health Information Agreement in June 1993 there have been many
changes in the development and management of national health information
resulting in the expansion of both the scope and content of the five subsequent
versions of the National health data dictionary.

The National Health Data Committee (NHDC) is responsible for coordinating the
development and revision of the National health data dictionary (see Appendix A for a
list of current NHDC members). The NHDC deliberates on all data elements
proposed for national collection in the health field or submitted for inclusion in the
National health data dictionary. The National Health Information Management Group
(NHIMG), which is charged with overseeing the National Health Information Work
Program, endorses all data definitions included in the National health data dictionary.

The National Health Information Work Program incorporates health information
development and review activities for agreed national priority areas that have a
national focus or national implications. The activities range from developmental
work on standard hospital charts of accounts, health outcome measures and new
collections such as community mental health care, to improved definitions and
enhancement of existing collections such as vital statistics and hospital morbidity
data. One or more signatories to the agreement have accepted the role of Responsible
Agency for each project listed in the work program. Many projects listed on the
National Health Information Work Program contribute to the National health data
dictionary. More information about the National Health Information Work Program is
available on the National Health Information Knowledgebase (NHIK).

The range and relevance of the data definitions included in the National health data
dictionary are dependent, to a significant extent, on the material submitted to the
NHDC by the many and varied expert working groups that are actively developing
data in the health field. The NHDC is required to ensure that all data submitted for
consideration has undergone sufficient national consultation with recognised experts
and stakeholders in the relevant field. The NHDC also has responsibility for ensuring
that data definitions are documented to metadata standards compatible with
existing, established standards. The NHDC does not normally undertake data
development work directly. Rather, it provides a channel through which standards
emerging from nationally focused data development work are documented and
endorsed by the National Health Information Management Group for
implementation in national data collections and made more widely available to
stakeholders in the national health information arena.
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The National Health Information Knowledgebase

The National Health Information Knowledgebase, or NHIK, is an electronic
repository and information management environment for health metadata (data
about data) and data standards. The Knowledgebase is an Internet application,
accessible through any browser compatible with HTML version 3.2 or later. It has
been written using Oracle’s Webserver technology.

The Knowledgebase has been designed and created by the AIHW on behalf of the
National Health Information Management Group. The initial release integrates and
presents:

the National Health Information Model

the National health data dictionary

a national directory of data collections

the National Health Information Work Program.

The Knowledgebase implements internationally recognised metadata descriptors for
data elements (ISO/IEC International Standard 11179 — Specification and
Standardization of Data Elements) and facilitates the communication, development and
exchange of metadata. A more detailed explanation of the metadata format used on
the Knowledgebase and also in this publication is provided at Appendix B.

The integrating features of the Knowledgebase enable information managers and
policy developers to query and view industry-level metadata in ways not possible
with traditional paper-based records, repositories, dictionaries or manuals. For
example, this assists with the identification of duplication, gaps and redundancies in
metadata and/or development effort, and promotes general improvement in
information management across an industry. It is envisaged that, over time, access to
the National health data dictionary will be primarily electronic, via the Knowledgebase.

The Internet address for the National Health Information Knowledgebase is
http://www.aihw.gov.au

Objectives of the National health data dictionary

The objectives of the National health data dictionary are to:

» establish a core set of uniform definitions relating to the full range of health
services and a range of population parameters (including health status and
determinants)

* promote uniformity, availability, reliability, validity, consistency and
completeness in the data

» accord with nationally and internationally agreed protocols and standards,
wherever possible

* promote the national standard definitions by being readily available to all
individuals and organisations involved in the generation, use and/or
development of health and health services information.

xii Introduction



National health data dictionary

Version 7.0 of the National health data dictionary

This version of the dictionary contains 230 data definitions, including a number of
new and revised data definitions that have been agreed by the members of the
NHDC, and endorsed by the National Health Information Management Group. They
will be effective from 1 July 1998. A full alphabetical listing of all data elements and
data element concepts included in this version of the dictionary is provided at the
front of this publication.

Definitions that have been superseded since Version 6.0 have not been retained in
this publication, with the exception of those data elements that include the ICD-9-CM
classification. Although the use of ICD-10-AM is now accepted as the national
standard, the timetable for the implementation of ICD-10-AM varies across States
and Territories. Consequently, the superseded data elements using ICD-9-CM
remain acceptable data standards until 30 June 1999 and have been included in
Version 7.0.

Data elements that have been superseded or rendered obsolete by new or revised
data elements in Version 7.0 are available on the National Health Information
Knowledgebase.

Several Version 6.0 data elements related to nursing homes have been excluded from
Version 7.0 as they have become obsolete. These data elements are based on the now
outdated NH5 form and Resident Classification Instrument and no longer represent
national data collection standards in the nursing home sector. Replacements for these
data elements will be considered as part of a broader review of the impact of recent
structural reforms in residential aged care on the dictionary.

Format

As in Version 6.0, data definitions are presented in a format based on ISO/IEC
International Standard 11179 Specification and Standardization of Data Elements — the
international standard for defining data elements issued by the 1SO and the IEC. This
format is explained in detail in Appendix B.

Version 7.0, however, differs from previous versions of the dictionary in that all data
elements and data element concepts are organised and presented according to a
preliminary mapping of data elements according to their relationship to entities in
the National Health Information Model. The mapping of data elements to the Model
will be progressively refined following consultation with stakeholders in the national
health information field. This initiative in Version 7.0 is designed to enhance the
integration of the model with the data elements — thus providing a more complete
framework for understanding and implementing existing definitions and for
identifying areas for further data development activity. A copy of the full Model is
included following this introductory section to Version 7.0.

In addition, a header page that displays the segment of the model to which the data
elements relate introduces groups of data elements/concepts associated with an
entity in the model. In a few cases, a data element concept has been deemed to relate
to more than one entity in the model. In such cases, the data element concept
definition has been included in each entity group to which it relates. To assist with
understanding the relationship between the data elements/concepts and their
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associated model entities, definitions of all entities in the National Health
Information Model are provided at Appendix C.

With the move to using the Model as the organising principle for Version 7.0, the use
of ‘P’, ‘A’ ‘E’ or ‘S’ numbers for each data element has been discontinued. Although
the data definitions are no longer categorised according to whether they relate to
Patient level (‘P’), Establishment level (‘E’), Activity level (‘A’) or System level (‘S’)
data, the data definitions included in Version 7.0 still encompass this range of data.
Each data element and data element concept has been mapped to that entity in the
National Health Information Model to which it primarily relates. However, to assist
with mapping the data elements in Version 7.0 to Version 6.0, Appendix H contains a
list of all Version 7.0 data elements that were included in Version 6.0 according to
their previous ‘P’, *A’, ‘E’ or ‘S’ numbers.

For example, the data element ‘Separations’ which was previously listed as ‘Al’ is
now mapped to the sub-entity ‘Performance Indicator’ in the entity ‘Health and
Welfare Policy/Plan Element’, which is, in turn, located within the super-entity
‘Business Statement’. Thus, the data element ‘Separations’ is now grouped with those
other data elements that are primarily used as performance indicators, such as,
‘Patient days’, ‘Total waiting time (throughput data)’ and ‘Health outcome indicator’.

Readers of the dictionary are invited to comment on the mapping of the data
elements to the Model, and on any other aspect of the dictionary, by completing and
returning the feedback sheet included at the back of the dictionary.

The mapping of data elements to the Model provides a more structured view of the
data contained in the National health data dictionary than is possible through the use of
the previous categories — Patient, Activity, Establishment and System. However, to
assist with understanding the history and uses of data elements that provide
information about the activities and resource use of health care establishments and
the system as a whole, the following information provided in Version 6.0 of the
National health data dictionary has been updated and included in Version 7.0 as
follows.

Appendix D Staffing categories — provides expanded information about the
staffing categories used in the data elements ‘Full-time equivalent
staff’ and ‘Salaries and wages’.

Appendix E Establishment — activity definitions — provides information about the
definition of ‘establishment’ in the National health data dictionary and
activity data related to acute hospitals and public psychiatric and
alcohol and drug hospital activity.

Appendix F  Establishment - resource use definitions — provides information
about data definitions related to the use of resources in health services.

Appendix G System-level resource data definitions — provides information about
data definitions related to the entire institutional sector, such as public
hospitals, or domiciliary nursing services, at the State, Territory or
Commonwealth level (whichever is the highest level of overall
administration of the system), including a glossary of terms that
support the definitions of capital expenditure.
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Further information

Further information about the National health data dictionary, the National Health
Information Work Program, the National Health Information Model and National
Minimum Data Sets and data collections is available on the National Health
Information Knowledgebase on the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
(AIHW) home page - http://www.aihw.gov.au - or by contacting the Secretariat,
National Health Data Committee at the AIHW on (02) 6244 1109, fax (02) 6244 1255.
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