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1.3 

Criteria for 
including 
projects in the 
Work Program 

Procedure for 
including 
projects in the 
Work Program 

Project funding 
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National Health Information 
Work Program 

The National Health Information Work Program is a 
rolling triennial work program of national health 
information projects, agreed to by the Management 
Group and endorsed by the Australian Health 
Ministers' Advisory Council. Inclusion of a project in 
the Work Program indicates that work is either 
currently under way on that project or will be 
commenced within the time frame of the Work 
Program. 

The Work Program also provides a detailed 
program for the coming year, details of individual 
activities and specifies the agency responsible for 
project coordination and management. 

The project must meet the following criteria: 
" the project must be concerned with health 

information activities that 
- meet agreed national priorities
- have a national focus or national implications;

• the agency responsible for project coordination
and management, i.e. the Responsible Agency,
must be a signatory to the Agreement or the
project must be coordinated and managed in
conjunction with a signatory to the Agreement;

• the Responsible Agency must have available or be 
able to draw on financial resources and expertise
sufficient to undertake and complete the project.

All project proposals are to be submitted in a standard 
format through the National Health Information 
Secretariat to the Management Group by the intended 
Responsible Agency. 

Private and non-government organisations may 
submit project proposals of national significance 
either through a signatory to the Agreement or 
through the National Health Information Secretariat. 

The cost of implementing agreed activities will 
usually be met by the signatories as a component of 
their own work programs. Reciprocal arrangements 
may be made between signatories to meet specific 
needs for additional collections, specific analyses or 
the provision of additional expertise. 
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Recommended 
minimum format 
for National 
Health Data 
Dictionary input 
proposals 

Publication of the 
National Health 
Data Dictionary 

24 

The above are compulsory elements of a National 
Health Data Dictionary definition. It may be relevant 
to include more detail such as an acceptable 
abbreviated form of a term or item name; synonym(s) 
that are in current use; obsolete or superseded terms; 
or references to related entries, i.e. 'Used with'. 

1. Introduction and background

- rationale
- process employed to create the module
- review mechanism and proposed time line
- contact names for comments and support

2. Objectives, uses and users
- scope
- about the module and the data that will be 

collected
- relationship to the rest of the dictionary
- forecast of future development

3. The conceptual basis

4. Terminology
- definitions that stand alone and do not have data

collected against them

5. Definitions

- organised by the conceptual basis

6. References

7. Index

Processes for publication of the National Health Data 
Dictionary will include: 
• the National Health Information Unit estimating,

in consultation with each Responsible Agency, a
timetable for publication each calendar year;

• the National Health Information Unit and
Responsible Agency, when referring the final
component document to the Committee, agreeing
to:

- an estimated date of receipt of the final
(Management Group endorsed) document

- the format of the document including:
table of contents
item format
preferred media-e.g. 3.5 inch floppy diskette
and word processing package;
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Date of 
commencement of the 
Agreement 

The Agreement will commence on 1 June 1993. 

In witness whereof thisAgreementhas been made the 
day of May 1993 and signed. 

SIGNED for and on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Department of Health Housing Local Government 
and Community Services by 

) 

) 

) 
Secretary of the Department, in the presence of 

) 

) 

) 

SIGNED for and on behalf of the New South Wales 
Health Department by 

) 

) 

) 
Director - General, in the presence of 

) 

) 

) 

SIGNED for and on behalf of Health and Community 
Services Victoria by 

) 

) 

) 
Director - General, in the presence of 

) 

) 

) 
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