APPENDIX 1

INTRODUCTION

GUIDELINES FOR
INTERPRETING INDIGENOUS
CENSUS DATA

Guiding principles

USING INDIGENOUS CENSUS DATA

This appendix presents a set of guidelines concerning the use of Census
data about Indigenous Australians. The guidelines were prepared and
widely circulated following a workshop held on this topic in early 1998,
and published by the ABS in February 1999 in Occasional Paper:
Population Issues, Indigenous Australians, 1996 (cat. no. 4708.0). They
should be attributed to the 1998 Working Group to Establish Guidelines
for Interpreting Indigenous Census Data.

It is not possible to construct a set of tight and specific guidelines which,
if followed by users, would indicate how to make valid comparisons
between Censuses with respect to Indigenous statistics. There is no
prescription which will provide guaranteed protection against making
inappropriate interpretations. However, a few guiding principles may be
of assistance to users.

User beware

Any Indigenous statistical comparisons made between two Censuses must
be made with caution and should not be accepted at face value until the
user has explored, to his/her satisfaction, the possibility that the
differences might be solely or largely a consequence of non-demographic
increase in Census counts. Users might otherwise draw incorrect
conclusions about whether changes in social conditions have occurred.

Use percentages

Users should present their statistical estimates as percentages where both
numerator and denominator data are from the same Census. Analyses of
intercensal statistical differences should be made by comparing
percentages from two Censuses, rather than directly comparing counts or
numbers. In most instances appropriate percentages will be less biased
than the numerator and denominator counts. In particular, percentages
are estimated without bias, if the bias in the counts is the same in
percentage terms for the numerator and denominator.

Use specific geography

Any analysis conducted on data pertaining to all Indigenous peoples in
Australia and undertaken to detect changes between Censuses may be
subject to biases if the variable of interest displays significantly different
patterns for urban and remote areas. The bias results from changing
patterns across geography or the propensity to be identified as
Indigenous in the Census. Biases may be reduced considerably for
analyses which are restricted to remote geographical regions where the
changes in Indigenous population counts between Censuses can be
largely explained in standard demographic terms.
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Consider household size and composition

Factors which might be associated with household size and composition
(i.e. the proportion of Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in the
household) should be treated with the same caution as geographical
variations.

Consider your population

When using Indigenous population figures, users should ensure they
have the most appropriate set of numbers for their purposes.
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APPENDIX 2 DISCRETE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES, BY REMOTENESS
STRUCTURE

AUSTRALIAN STANDARD GEOGRAPHICAL CLASSIFICATION REMOTENESS STRUCTURE — 2001
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APPENDIX 3 UNDERGRADUATE COMMENCEMENTS, ENROLMENTS AND

COMPLETIONS(a)
1999 completions 2000 commencements 2000 enrolments
Indigenous as % Indigenous as % of Indigenous as %
no. of total no. total no. of total
Health

Health, general(b) — — 3 0.9 5 0.7
Dentistry(c) 1 0.4 2 0.7 5 0.4
Health support activities(d) 56 8.0 156 9.3 300 8.1

Health sciences and technologies(e)
Nursing (basic or post-basic) 30 0.5 85 1.1 241 1.1
Other 10 0.6 27 0.8 67 0.7
Total 40 0.5 112 1.0 308 1.0

Medical science, medicine
Medical science 1 0.2 3 0.3 4 0.2
Medicine 8 0.7 13 1.6 57 1.2
Total medical science, medicine 9 0.6 16 0.9 61 0.9
Allied health(f) 7 0.4 10 0.4 50 0.6
Total 113 1.0 299 1.7 729 1.4
Welfare

Counselling(g) 1 5.0 — — — —
Social work 20 1.8 30 1.6 95 1.8
Welfare studies 6 1.8 64 9.9 91 5.6
Early childhood education(h) 13 1.0 76 3.1 181 2.6
Special education(i) — 0.0 2 0.8 4 0.6
Total 40 1.3 172 3.3 371 2.6

(a) For students identified as Indigenous.
(b) Courses that prepare, or develop further the abilities of, individuals to assist in and support the operations of health care facilities.
(c) Includes dentistry and dental therapy.

(d) Includes health support activities (general), health administration, health counselling, health surveying and environmental health, and health support
activities (other).

(e) Includes health sciences and technologies (general), nursing (basic), nursing (post-basic), medical radiography, medical technology, nutrition and
dietetics, optometry, pharmacy, podiatry, and health sciences and technologies (other).

(f) Includes rehabilitation services, occupational therapy, physiotherapy, and speech pathology/audiology.
(g) Includes educational counselling and other counselling (excluding health or educational).
(h) Includes early childhood education and post-initial early childhood education.

(i) Includes initial special teacher education and post-initial special teacher education.

Source: Department of Education, Training and Youth Affairs.
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