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Health expenditure data cubes 

About the data 

1. The term ‘current prices’ refers to expenditure reported for a particular year, unadjusted for 

inflation. Constant price expenditure on the other hand, adjusts for the effects of inflation. All 

constant price estimates indicate what expenditure would have been had the latest available 

year’s prices applied in all years. 

2. Changes to the calculation of GDP have meant that deflators and therefore time-series for 

National health expenditure are only available back to 1985–86. Previously, data has been 

available back to 1960–61. There is a break in time series between 2002–03 and 2003–04. Up to 

2002–03, patient transport, dental, community health and public health services that were 

delivered in public hospitals were included as expenditure on public hospitals. From 2003–04, 

they are included under their own classifications and are not included in expenditure on public 

hospital services. Therefore, care must be taken when comparing 2002–03 and earlier years with 

2003–04 and later years. 

3. National estimates should not be derived using the state and territory health expenditure data 

cube, as the sum of the individual state and territory estimates may not be equal to the national 

estimate due to rounding issues. The national health expenditure data cube should always be 

used to derive national estimates of health expenditure.  
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How to use the data cubes 

1. Select National health expenditure data cubes. 

This screen will appear: 
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2. Data cubes can be broken down by area of expenditure and/or source 

of funds.   

There are two ways to do this: 

Method (1): Drag the icons named ‘Area of expenditure’/’Source of funds’ from the Table of 

Contents into the table. Hover over table until arrow appears then drop into table. 

NB: Arrow pointing right creates columns; arrow pointing down creates rows.  
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Method (2): Right-click on any cell within the table. 

This menu will appear on the screen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select the Assign Data … sub-menu. This menu will appear on the screen: 
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To build table with the ‘Area of expenditure’/’Source of funds’ breakdown, drag and drop 

these icons from the ‘Hidden’ sub-heading to either the ‘Columns’ or ‘Rows’ sub-headings 

(depending on your preference for the design of the table). Then click ‘OK’. 
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3. Options to customise and exporting the table 

Right-click on any cell within the table. This menu will appear on the screen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selecting ‘Total…’ sub-menu: 
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Selecting ‘Filter and Rank…’ sub-menu: 

 Can filter the data by categories 
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 Can filter the data by values and ranking 
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Selecting ‘Conditional Highlighting…’ sub-menu: 

 Highlights values in tables based on a particular condition 
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Selecting ‘Export table…’ sub-menu: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selecting the ‘Find…’ sub-menu: 

 Finds particular values in the tables subject to given conditions  
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Selecting the ‘Data Source Details’ sub-menu: 
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Selecting the ‘Properties’ sub-menu: 

 Properties for titles given to the table.   
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 Properties for the text within the table e.g. column headings, subheadings and cells 
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 Properties for the text in the ‘Totals’ columns (if ‘Totals’ column were added) 
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