Australian Government

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,%
intersex or queer people

Alcohol, tobacco and other drugs in Australia

Compared with heterosexual people, Lesbian, gay or bisexual people were more

in the previous 12 months in 2019 likely to report daily smoking and recent use of

lesbian, gay or bisexual people were: any illicit drug than peoplein
2019.[1]

9 x as likely to use inhalants

3.9 x as likely to use

meth/amphetamines

3.5x as likely to use hallucinogens

2.6 x as likely to use ecstasy.[1]

16.7%

Daily smoking Recent use of any illicit drug

Lesbian, gay or bisexual people’s drug use in 2010 vs 2019:
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Daily smoking Lifetime risky drinking Recent non-medical use of Inhalants increased

decreased from 28% in decreased from 30% in  pharmaceuticals decreased from 6.5% in 2010 to

2010t016.0%in 2019 2010to 22% in 2019 from 12.0% in 2010 to 10.3% in 2019.[1]
7.5%in 2019

Respondents from the 2022 Australian
In 2019, at least 2in 5 (44%) participants Needle Syringe Program Survey:

in Private Lives 3 reported using one or
more drugs for non-medical purposes in * 5% were homosexual

the previous 6 months. [4]
* 10% were bisexual.[2]
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Lesbian, gay or bisexual people were more
likely to exceed lifetime and single occasion
risky drinking guidelines than

people in 2019.[1]
In 2019, 27% of participants aged 14-17

years in Writing Themselves In 4 35%
reported using any drug for non-medical

purposes in the past six months. [3] -

Exceed lifetime risky
drinking guidelines

Exceed single occasion
risky drinking guidelines
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